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Jason Collett Comes To Town
Concert Broken
Social Scenester Touring Solo
By Gary Moore
Pony Tricks is the second release from folk rock artist
Jason Collett this year. The album is an intimate look
at Collett and the timing is impeccable; releasing
it while on an intimate tour across Canada. The
Undressed Tour will land Collett at The Ship, in St.
John’s, October 19. Earlier this year Collett released
his fourth full length album, Rat a Tat Tat. “Over the
years, folks have often asked if I had a record that
was just me playing the songs solo, so I made the
record to go along with the tour,” explains Collett.
Pony Tricks features stripped down versions of fan
favorites from Collett’s catalogue, plus two previously
unreleased songs.

Once Collett hit the studio, to record Pony Tricks, the
original plan, of stripped down favorites, started to
expand. “I did this in three short sessions at the Zeus
studio, Ill Eagle, and the special thing about this place
is the revolving door of talent that drop by. Invariably,
members of Zeus and Bahamas invaded the
sessions, so there is a smattering of other instruments
and players on the record. I’m happy this happened
though, it made for some interesting reinterpretations
of songs.”
Jason Collett has been doing short solo tours in
between his work with Broken Social Scene, but this
is Collett’s first time going coast to coast as a solo
artist. “It’s all-together a different beast really, it’s
more intimate, I tell more stories and I get to be that
much more in the moment with song selection and
interpretation without pissing off my band because
I’ve made some last minute change of key or
something,” describes Collett.
This will be Jason’s first trip to St. John’s and he’s
looking forward to it, since he’s heard nothing but
great things. “The tradition of stories, of narrative in
songwriting, the sense of humor, the frisky women,
legendary parties. Perhaps I’m getting ahead of
myself, but, I’m looking forward to it,” says Collett.
When listening to Collett’s two worlds, a member of
Broken Social Scene and as a solo artist, it’s evident
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he’s a natural, versatile musician and can write and
perform under a variety of elements.
“The fundamental difference between my thing and
the Broken Social Scene thing is that the vision is
singular as apposed to collective, but I have better
dance moves.”
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Saint Gracious: The Comic Book
Word Up Chollet
graciously invites us for another bout of laughter
By Gina Gill
When Igor came to town, there was no electricity for
six days in my house. It is truly amazing how much
people rely on electricity, especially for entertainment.
Luckily a copy of Morgane Chollet’s Saint Gracious:
The Comic Book Club was here. Sitting by the fire
with a flashlight clutched under my neck, memories
of being a child staying up late to read just one more
page came back. The prequel of Saint Gracious,
Chollet delivers without avail once again. With more
characters, Saint Gracious introduces the psychiatric
ward - with a new world of characters, along with
some of the old.
Of course Chollet reflects on the Health Care system,
it’s trials and cutbacks. The system is loaded with
so much more than it’s title and of course, the
psychiatric ward comes with it’s own assumptions
and stereotypes. Chollet forces you to consider
all sides of the hospital and the importance of all

A professor suffering from Obsessive Compulsive
Disorder smokes too much and counts everything in
site, spurting out physics equations, no matter who
tells him to stop. He wears dresses and high heels
to boot. The professor is in a constant battle with a
stern surgical nurse, named Libby, who ignores his
conditions and plays with his obsessions.

A reoccurring patient named Owen who lives and
breaths for comic books, who is just going with the
motions and is in complete despair. The Comic Book
Club is a hilarious, realistic dialogue of characters
who lighten the load when the lights are out. Watch
for the third instalment of the series, Saint Gracious:
Students in Stitches, coming in Fall 2011.

Ever Wished you could be in a zombie mob like in thriller?
By Joshua Jamieson

Zombie walks are becoming very popular events
in many cities around the world with thousands of
people who come out dressed in their Zombie- best!
Now St. John’s will join these cities, thanks to Emma
Young who has organized an event for this Halloween
season, on October 24.
“Getting into character is the best part!” Young
exclaims. “Who doesn’t want to dress up in their worst
clothes and walk around covered in blood as part of a
big mob?”

Sounds

The event will start at the downtown War Memorial,
at 2pm, the un-dead will begin to walk the streets at
2:30pm. Emma is asking that everyone who loves
Halloween, zombies, dressing up or having fun to
come down and join in! She says “wear your worst,

blood and guts, the more the better! The event is
open to people of all ages and I would love to see
parents there getting their kids involved too!”
If you have any question about the event, Emma
suggests joining the St. John’s Zombie Walk group on
Facebook or email stjzombiewalk@gmail.com.

Joey Basha’s Hong Kong Based Band
BY Gary Moore

Based out of Hong Kong, but coming from three
different places in the world, they each bring forth
their heritage and musical experience, and that’s
what makes Milkteeth a band you need to hear.
Singer and multi-instrumentalist Joey Basha, from
Newfoundland, says this project couldn’t have existed
in his hometown; “Although I had played in bands in
St. John’s, moving to a vibrant, foreign city such as
Hong Kong had really allowed me to let loose and
explore the extent to which I could become a creative,
uninhibited musician.”
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Emma is a local makeup artist who recently spent a
few years out west, where she first became aware
of the huge popularity of the annual event held in
Vancouver. She is now trying to raise the Halloween
spirit, and the living dead here at home.

Milkteeth

Milkteeth is a trio of young men from opposite places
and cultures who have banded together to bring their
diversity to a musical project. The name Milkteeth is
a pun off of a word in Chinese which basically means
jailbait. In English, Milkteeth, means something that’s
different and sweet. It’s a name that really couldn’t
suit Joey Basha, Theo Chan and Jeroen Brulez any
better.

|

Crystal comes
off as a child and
seems to suffer
from a small stint of
hoarding, keeping
rotting garbage with
her and naively
misunderstands why it
is a problem. She is a
patient who is socially awkward and confused by her
condition.

1st Annual Zombie Walk

Event
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those who suffer, but the mood is lightened with it’s
humourous array of characters. First there is the staff,
all described in detail - one nurse who is the mistress
to a cocky doctor, who won’t leave his wife. Two
other nurses who are described in detail, scratching
their heads, flipping through their gossip magazines.
Chollet brings you right into the ward, picturing
yourself at the waiting room of a hospital. You can
smell the sterilization, hear the opening and closing
of the heavy doors. Chollet brings the scene to you,
bringing you into the psych ward.

Milkteeth’s first
release, the Chance
E.P., kicks off with
a song titled Shea
Heights, “I had written
Shea Heights as a
boy and just sort of
kept it in my back pocket. When we were recording
the album, I was adamant that it stay in our repertoire,
simply because I had a really close connection to the
song and that I wanted to keep at least a little of my
heritage intact,” explains Basha.
The cultural differences is a formula that is working
and helping the trio gain some traction, as they have
been busy lately receiving local and international
attention, with the release of the Chance E.P.
Basha never moved to Asia looking to start a band, it
happened once he got there and it’s happening in a

place where he feels he can comfortably be himself,
“Milkteeth couldn’t have been a project started in
Newfoundland, simply because the time and place
wasn’t right. And also because, in Newfoundland,
I really wouldn’t have had the freedom and
independence to express myself in a way in which I’d
be comfortable.”
With the momentum building Milkteeth is hoping
to start touring soon, with a small stint through
China and continuing to build an audience. Check
out Milkteeth on iTunes and cdbaby.com and visit
reverbnation.com/milkteeth for more information.

October 15th - October 29th, 2010

Concert Calling All Jazz Fans!

Hot Jazz Cool Night Promises An Unforgettable Music Experience
By Debby Winters

The 5th Annual Hot Jazz, Cool Night promises to be
an incredible night of music hosted by this province’s
most famous jazz songbird, with two of the most
celebrated choirs in the country and one sizzling big
band. This unforgettable show features Lady Cove
Women’s Choir, Newman Sound Men’s Choir, the
17 piece Big Band Jazz East and the delightful and
supremely talented vocalist Heather Bambrick.
Bambrick, born and raised in St. John’s, began
singing at a very young age, and continued this
pursuit with a number of award-winning chamber
choirs, vocal jazz ensembles and dinner theatre
productions. Her live shows are an entertaining
combination of timeless standards, fresh, accessible
original material and just the right touch of humour,
reminiscent of her Newfoundland upbringing.
The night features many jazz and pop classics you
can’t help but hum along to, Fly Me to the Moon,
Orange Coloured Sky and the hit Glee arrangement
of Lean on Me. The night will feature great solos
and combinations of all three stellar groups. Heather
Bambrick and Jazz East director Bill Brennan team up
to tackle a jazz standard like you have never heard!
Lady Cove Women’s Choir has become one of
Canada’s leading women’s choral ensembles in a
remarkably short period. The choir, established in
September 2003 by choral conductor, Kellie Walsh

placed first in the women’s category of the prestigious
2008 Bela Bartok International Choir Competition
in Hungary. This choir is the only Canadian choir
chosen to participate in the 9th World Symposium on
Choral Music in Argentina in 2011. They demonstrate
impressive versatility through performances of choral
music ranging in styles from classical, gospel and jazz
to Latin American and contemporary Canadian.
Walsh also directs Newman Sound Men’s Choir.
Formed by Walsh in 2005 they are a true community
choir of more than forty experienced singers
representing the professions of music, teaching,
engineering, law, civil service, marketing, information
technology and journalism. In 2006 Newman Sound
was recognized by the CBC Choir Competition as the
best new choir in Canada and lived up to that promise
by making it to the finals of the 2008 competition.
Jazz East Big Band, directed by Bill Brennan, is
the powerful combination of outstanding vocalist
Katie Hopkins with some of the city’s best jazz
instrumentalists.
Hot Jazz, Cool Night, sponsored by Long &
McQuade, takes place Saturday October 23 at Holy
Heart Theatre. Admission is $24, $18 for students.
Tickets are available at the box office. Reserve your
seats early by calling 579-4424.

(709) 738 - 5293
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George Street Mardi Gras Line Up

cover

The Novaks, Big Sugar, Hollywood Rose and Elevation - plus $4,000 in prizes!
By Debby Winters

You may personify Glenda the Good Witch, the Hulk,
Joker or Iron man. Your alter ego may be Monroe,
Madonna or Cobain. There’s one place where all
manner of people, creatures and characters come to
life and party as if they’re immortals! It’s time for the
Annual George Street Mardi Gras so practice your
Time Warp, Monster Mash and Moon Walk. Start
the party on October 29 with Newfoundland and
Labrador’s own Mick Davis, Mark Neary and Elliot
Dicks better known as The Novaks. At 9:15pm, Big
Sugar is on to continue festivities with their blues,
rock and Reggae. They will be rocking with their hits
Diggin’ a Hole, Better Get Used To It, Ride like Hell

and others. Big Sugar reunited in April this year and is in 1984. Elevation follows at
quickly reviving their unprecedented reputation as a
9:15pm with their U2 tribute.
fantastic live performance band.
Elevation is unquestionably
the most successful U2
Show your Halloween best on Saturday as the
tribute band globally. With
Bud Light Costume Boo-Nanza gets underway;
their huge repertoire, from
22 costumed finalists will be chosen, one for each
U2’s first album Boy to 2009’s
No Line On The Horizon,
George Street bar. In-bar nominations close at
10:30pm! A pot of $4,000 in prizes is up for grabs; 1st and with their unparalleled experience of putting on
customised shows. They are a must-see. Tickets are
takes $2,500, 2nd wins $1,000 and 3rd takes $500.
available online or at the gate for $20, getting you into
The entertainment starts at 7:30pm with a Guns ‘n
22 bars, you must be 19+ and a wristband policy will
Roses tribute by Hollywood Rose which was one of
the root bands of Guns ‘n Roses formed by Axel Rose be in effect. Visit http://www.georgestreetlive.ca.

A Memorable man and Memory Loss

Film

Barbara Doran screens her newest creations
By Debby Winters

She’s shed light on many people and subjects over
her 25 years of writing, directing and producing. With
her two latest releases Barbra Doran explores the
life of a provincial icon and veteran actor, Gordon
Pincent and also explores one of the countries
greatest fears, next to cancer – memory loss. Still
Rowdy After All These Years is a heart-warming and
in depth look at the life of Gordon Pincent. From his
beginnings in Grand Falls-Windsor, to his first job
as a bell hop in Gander’s hotels where movie stars
stayed during trans-Atlantic flights then on to his
marriages, children and many roles on film, television
and Broadway. The film shows a side of Pincent that
many who do not know him beyond the stage will find
sentimental, a bit surprising and of course in his true
light; humorous. Pinsent the “The Rowdyman” plays
a handsome womanizing drunk who refuses to grow
up. He describes the story, which he also wrote, as

how he may have turned out had he not taken the
road that led him to acting. Gordon has grown up now
but there are still glimmers of that “Rowdyman,” the
man who is never content with limiting his talents to
an illustrious acting career. Pincent continues to write
and direct for screen and stage, at the age of 80 he
shows no signs of slowing down any day soon. Now,
in the golden years of his life, and over 40 years since
he created his breakout “The Rowdyman,” Pinsent
has established himself as one of Newfoundland
and Labrador’s and Canada’s leading cultural faces.
His accolades are loud and his award list long,
but Pincent has remained true to himself and the
province. Doran portrays him in his own light, funny,
sad, entertaining a true thespian.
Doran’s second film, Where Did I Put...My Memory
is a subject everyone’s familier with and one that’s

feared by most. Everyone’s had moments of not
remembering, be it a name or where you put the
keys. As the population grows older, memory loss
is a growing epidemic. People live longer and have
more to forget. It’s the age of information overload. No
wonder things get forgotten. Are folks doomed to lose
their minds or are there ways to keep memories and
even make them better? If you can lose your memory,
can you find it? Where Did I Put...My Memory? goes
on an engaging, worldwide quest for answers.

Still Rowdy screens October 26, 8pm at the Arts and
Cultural Centre. Where Did I Put...My Memory? will
screen on October 30 at the Geo Centre, 11am.

Business Sappho’s Café

Great Food, Service and Atmosphere in Downtown St. John’s
By Tracey Waddleton

You’ll find Sappho’s
Café next to the east
end of the War Memorial
on Duckworth Street.
Named after a stray cat
that followed co-owner
Jean Smith home from
the LSPU Hall one
night in 1990, the café
prides itself on offering
homemade meals using mostly locally-produced
ingredients, and they’re cooking it the hard way.
“Sappho’s doesn’t have a stove, so we are very
creative in our kitchen,” Jean says. “Rae has created
fine soups and main dishes by using basic oldfashioned covered roasters.”
The brother and sister team first opened the
prominent red door on August 1, 2009. Recognizing
a need for a restaurant that offered good homemade
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cooking as well as attractive vegan and vegetarian
selections, the pair was excited when the space
that once housed the Duckworth Lunch and Stella’s
became available. “Both of these places played a
huge role in [choosing] the café location,” Jean says.
“Many now-famous artists shared good conversations
and many a debate at the original Duckworth Lunch in
the early eighties.”

more desserts, specialty
coffees and organic
wines.

According to Jean, success hinges not only on
a great menu and wonderful staff, but also on
atmosphere. “We received a beautiful compliment
from a photographer who was in town on a shoot last
August,” she says. “[He] saw our red door and came
When Jean called her brother to let him know she had in with his girlfriend. They sat in a booth, held hands
found the perfect spot for the café she had dreamed
and drank coffee, even got up to waltz to a song that
of opening, Rae - who was living in Halifax at the time was playing; he told us that we rocked better than
- packed up and was back in Newfoundland within
most cafés he has been to in Toronto.” Jean and Rae
two weeks. Rae runs the kitchen while Jean handles
are excited about the feedback they’re receiving. To
the financial affairs. The café’s manager, Lisa Clarke, find out what all the fuss is about, Sappho’s Cafe
oversees the daily operations. Though the business is is located at 183 Duckworth Street. They’re open
little more than a year old, the owners are considering from 9 to 5 Monday through Friday, and 11 to 5 on
plans for growth. There’s talk of expanding the front
Saturdays. More information (including their specials,
end of the café to accommodate larger gatherings,
updated daily) is on their Facebook page.
extending the hours into the evening and offering

October 15th - October 29th, 2010

Comedy

Darren Frost is Xrated

And Lost In The East
By Gary Moore

A man who was on set
with John Travolta and
Michelle Pfeiffer for the
filming of Hairspray and
is self described as the
Val Kilmer of Listerine’s
Action Hero Bottle guy, is
bringing his comedy tour
to St. John’s.
Darren Frost is no
stranger to performing
in St. John’s and his
Darren Frost
Photo Credit: Billy Cowen
thrilled to be doing three
shows here later this month. Having performed during
the Newfoundland Screech Comedy Festival and
headlining The Nasty Show, Darren is back with his
east coast tour Lost In The East, in support of his
latest DVD release Dead Inside.
“The great thing about crowds in St John’s is that they
are able to laugh at themselves more than anyone
else in Canada and that is a great starting point
for a standup show. I mean you guys put gravy on
your fish - I am British by heritage and we love to kill
ourselves through our diet, but even I am like GRAVY
WTF?” laughs Frost.
The DVD is packed with over three hours of material
filmed from Frost’s coast to coast touring, in the past

two years, from comedy clubs to dingy rock bars and
everything in between. The DVD also happens to
include a five minute piece from the last time Frost
was in St. John’s.
“You cannot tour anymore without some kind of
product to sell as the cost of traveling has skyrocketed
just like it has for the music industry,” explains Frost.
Darren Frost brings an edgy standup show to the
stage. And those in attendance should expect nothing
less. You don’t bill a show as XRATED without reason.
Frost’s reason for doing so is to forewarn those in
attendance so no one will be shocked when explicit
language is used or when the subject of his humor
shifts to sexually explicit material. Frost says it best;
“don’t bring your grandma unless your grandma still
likes gin and Black Sabbath.”
Darren Frost has had appearances in numerous
movies and shows but one of his most recognized
roles is the Listerine Action Bottle Guy.
“My run as the Listerine bottle was a lot of fun
Darren Frost
and continues to be the commercial most people
Photo Credit: Billy Cowen
recognize me from. I just hope they Febreezed the
suit for the next guy. I was the second Listerine bottle, Darren Frost will be performing at Yuk Yuk’s October
I like to call myself the Val Kilmer of the series, broody 21, 22 and 23. Visit http://www.comedywhore.com for
and hard to work with.”
more information.
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My Style Laura-Lee Sexton

A photo-lab tech with style and flare!
By Skye Tostowaryk

Between modeling, dance classes and photo printing
services Laura-Lee manages to find time to focus on
her style. She loves to travel, making it easy for her
to accumulate pieces from her various visits to the
mainland and beyond.
In this photo she is wearing an H&M dress found
in Montreal along with her black oxfords, also
from H&M. She most frequently visits Ottawa
and Montreal, which takes her to such shopping
destinations as Urban Behavior, Aritzia and Miss
Sixty. When shopping in St. John’s, Laura-Lee opts
for vintage finds from shops like Model Citizens.

like to fuss over getting dressed, so as long my outfit
is comfortable and looks good, I’m happy,” explains
the fashionista.
Laura-Lee’s refreshing relish for fashion is derived
from her infatuation with unique fashion blogs and
top fashion magazines. “I like to try any styles, so I’m
open to any kind of influence.”

Laura-Lee encourages readers to take risks and
indulge in eccentric garments and unconventional
accessories. She has learned this from experience
as she will often make a rather lavish purchase on a
whimsical number that she may never wear. “I don’t
“My personal style is a little mix of everything,”
have a favorite piece in my wardrobe, but I do have a
Laura-Lee admits. She likes to experiment with edgier small collection of bedazzled dresses and shirts from
styles and when the mood strikes her she’ll expand
thrift and vintage stores that never see the outside of
her fashion horizons and play with everything from
my closet.” admits Laura-Lee.
feminine floral prints to boyfriend jeans and sharp
blazers.
For some fast last advice, Laura-Lee suggests
readers dress according to what inspires them and
Laura-Lee has a relaxed approach to fashion as her
makes you feel most comfortable. Fashion is an art
trend-setting finesse comes to her naturally; “I don’t
form, meant for the enjoyment of the artist.

Business Icons

Stunning Views During your relaxing and invigorating escape
By Skye Tostowaryk
A powerhouse of
trendy designer cuts
with a twist of deep
invigoration and
spirituality, Icons truly
is a versatile salon.
Their broad service
menu includes
everything from
brazilians to blow
drys.

Each stylist, trainer,
educator and platform
artist occupies and excels within their own niche of
the beauty industry. Together this extraordinary force
produces an iconic salon and outstanding service
repertoire.
They are located
at 115 Duckworth
Street and take
pride in the
enticing view
of the narrows.
With windows
from wall to
wall, all clients
enjoy this lavish
experience from
every corner
of the intimate,
uptown salon.
Their star stylists
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leave you with a polished new do, and a greater
understanding of “me time.”
The full aesthetics menu has you covered from head
to toe and the exclusive hair care lines themselves
make the indulgence worth every minute of your visit.
One of their most popular treatments is the exclusive
Shu Uemera Hair Beauty Ceremony, inspired by
the ancient Japanese Tea Ceremony. Influenced by
Zen Buddhism, the Japanese Tea Ceremony or the
“Way Of Tea” is based on a harmonious and pure
approach.

With deeply penetrating aromatherapy oils and a firm
invigorating scalp massage, this treatment is ideal for
those seeking a moment of bliss amongst our hectic
urban lifestyles.
The end result of this exotic escape is a mane that
resembles pure silk, free of damage, dryness and
dehydration. To top off this indulgent delicacy, a blow
dry and style of your choice, using the finest of Shu
Uemera styling products and your glimmering satin
locks are ready to face the city streets once again.

The advanced hair ceremony designed by
contemporary aesthetic innovator Shu Uemera,
reflects the perfection and tranquility achieved
through the traditional Japanese Way Of Tea. It
portrays the same qualities of respect and order
during the process of the hair ceremony and
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produces results that resemble the disciplinary art of
beauty and relaxation.

Icons has all the resources required for a state of the
art hair studio; they ensure a spacious interior while
retaining the inviting glow of a boutique salon. The
modern décor and chic atmosphere produces a sense
of refinement.
Top quality service and a vast array of professional
products keep your hair, body, skin and soul in top
condition. Well educated staff with a warm essence
and professional demeanor offer to every client an
unforgettable soul soothing retreat.

October 15th - October 29th, 2010

FILM

Women’s FIlm FEst Time Again!

Summarizing some Gems from the International Festival
By Tim CONWAY

Over five days, beginning on October 26, dozens of films
of varying lengths and scope will screen at a variety of
venues and times throughout the city. Since the only
unifying element to the line-up is that these are all
films made by women, there’s a fair amount of choice.
Regardless of your schedule or interests, if you like
movies at all, you’re sure to find something to rave about
in the days and weeks that follow. As the St. John’s
International Women’s Film Festival approaches, there’s
no doubt people will be see excellent productions from
local film-makers, as well as some of the high-profile
features. In the buzz and kerfuffle, however, it’s easy to
overlook many short films that have been brought from
points near and far. While the entire program forms a
glorious cinematic tiara, it’s often one of the exotic little
gems, short on carats, but blazing with its unique colour,
clarity and cut, that we find the most dazzling.

production that would probably make an experienced
documentarian regurgitate breakfast, but sub-standard
technical merits are a small price to pay for the chance
to spend a few precious minutes with Esther Weintraub.
You won’t just be glad that you’ve seen the film, you’ll
feel like you’ve expanded your social network, and
learned how much of life is lived in the present. If
Esther Weintraub has any competition in the category
of memorable documentary subject, it comes from an
unlikely rival. The immediate impression of Carmen
Rosa of El Alto, Bolivia, is that she’s a very nice woman
who’s seen hard times, especially living with her louse of
a husband. These days, she’s providing for her children
without the help of their father, endeavouring to ensure
she is a good role model for them, and that they’re proud
of her, and pursuing her lifelong dream, which is, of
course, professional wrestling.

Most times, there’s no rational explanation for this
reaction, it’s simply a matter of subjectivity hard at
work. In a similar manner, Lisa Geduldig happened to
see a short video of a retirement home, and one of the
residents caught her attention. Satisfying her curiosity,
she sought out the octogenarian, and embarked upon
a remarkable friendship with her. The resulting film
about their relationship, Esther & Me is the kind of

A few years ago, a short film on Bolivian female wrestlers
gained a bit of attention, and it’s likely that film-maker
Makgorzata Lupina saw it and noticing Carmen Rosa,
had an experience similar to Lisa Geduldig’s. Whatever
the case, Carmen’s story gets the professional treatment
in Fighting Cholita, and if you’re in the market for a
well-crafted film about an unsung hero, you’d be hard
pressed to find a better one.

Dating

Dramatic shorts that are sure to be festival favourites
are Trolls, a hilarious look at a couple of kids whose
misinformed introduction to “doin’ it” will make your
stomach hurt, and the perfectly executed Birthday,
which focuses on the immediate consequences when
a woman discovers her partner has made an important
decision without her. Animation fans will not want to
miss L’Homme Qui Dort, a brilliant portrayal of love and
loss, while those hankering for something a little quirky
and slightly experimental will be delighted with Flawed,
which takes you through a narrated story with related
illustrations drawn up as the details progress. More info
is at http://www.womensfilmfestival.com.

Kiss and Run - PArt Two

Are You A Commitment-phobe?
By Tara Lehman

Whether you’re afraid of commitment or not, human
nature dictates that nobody wants to be alone and
everybody wants to be loved. Commitment-phobia was
coined in the self-help book Men Who Can’t Love back
in 1987. Men are often pegged as the only ones afraid
of commitment, and although they may have had that
monopoly then, more women are these days too.

beautifully, however they won’t co-exist successfully
for any length of time. If you’re in a relationship with
a CP, keep your eyes open and take the relationship
for what it is by not expecting a close commitment.
Things could change but you must take care of
yourself first and waiting on a CP to fulfill your romantic
needs may leave you feeling confused, angry and
hurt. Keep dating options open, never make excuses
for their behaviour and if you do end up having a bad
experience, don’t let that turn you into a CP! Being in
a committed relationship with someone worthy of you
is a beautiful gift that you deserve.

Some argue that calling yourself a commitmentphobe (CP) is an empty excuse to run away from
a relationship. This doesn’t seem to always be the
case from personal observations coaching others. It’s
neither right or wrong to be a CP, as it appears to be
dependant on whatever phase you are at in life. Also
Tara runs D8 Night, she arranges speed dating events,
my strong belief is that once the right person comes
blind dates and more. Reach her at 754-DATE (3283),
along, you will find it hard, if not impossible, to be a CP. on Facebook: D8 Night or http://www.lovediva.ca.
So, how do you spot a CP? Ironically, they often
desire what they fear the most: love and connection.
Spotting one isn’t an exact science, however here are
ten tell-tale signs that someone (or you) may be a CP:
History of short relationships; Sabotages relationships
in hopes of the other person ending things; Fast to
pursue those they are attracted to yet lose interest
once they win them over; Attracted to long distance
relationships and/or very busy people; Evasive,
secretive, and perhaps even lie in order to create
space; Repetitively break-up with somebody and go
back to them; Avoid occasions where they will meet
respective friends and family; Chooses unrealistic
relationships; Unfaithful; Won’t plan ahead.
Fear and love can live together in denial quite
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Fashion

Ambrosia

A Taste of Style
BY Skye Tostowaryk

Ready for something different? Check out Modelworx
on October 17 - it will change the way fashion is
displayed in Atlantic Canada. More about style then
shock, it’s real clothing designed for life, for people
and wearing, not just one trip down the runway.

style that is not only unique but also bold, mature and
present. With pieces from local designers including
Andria Edison, Krissy Breen, Kelly Warren, Charlotte
Reid, Mari-Lynn Taylor and Barry Buckle, the show is
tightly packed with local creative talent.

Newfoundland
fashion culture
means a mixture
of striking style
and wearable
garments. It’s
Club One plays host to a show that shifts focus from This is complimented by downtown boutiques
the point where
fairytale and fantasy to creativity and design. Life
including The Model Shop and Model Citizens,
tradition meets
is bizarre enough. Your clothes don’t have to be.
showing that both the artistic and retail side of the
creativity. On the
The show includes some of Atlantic Canada’s most
Atlantic Canadian fashion industry have gotten on
runway at Club
talented designers and stores and live entertainment board with the Modelworx concept, moving away from One, dozens of
will light up the stage. Opening is Kelly Warren and
shocking the audience and toward practical, beautiful models prepare
her hula hoop, a magical journey through motion and fashion. They are joined by local photographers, hair to show you
color. All-female dance crew Swaggabeez will also be and makeup artists and the local media to deliver a
that there is no time like the present to wear fashion
on stage to mix music, style and vibrant movement.
night of shining fashion that is made right here.
culture on your sleeve. With live entertainment, newly
crafted garments and striking beauty superimposed,
Newfoundland is home to some of Canada’s most
Modelworx shows promise to highlight local
Ambrosia – A Taste of Style, produced by Modelworx
talented designers. While many often look west
designers, models, and entertainment. Culture is the Studios, promises to be a fashion show like no other
for good things to arrive from the mainland, it’s
most precious gift and in the world of fashion you
seen in this city. This is the shape of the future of
sometimes forgotten what’s right here at home – a
wear that culture on your back every day.
fashion in Atlantic Canada. Come, see, believe.

5 FAves

Mary O’Shea

Assistant Festival Director for the St. JOhn’s International Women’s Film Fest
BY Alison Murray

Often, women in film are most immediately thought
of as the celebrity actresses that are on red carpet.
But, women have occupied vital roles behind the
scenes since the early days of filmmaking. Groups
and festivals like the St. John’s International Women’s
Film Festival have been established to celebrate and
promote women in filmmaking. Assistant Festival
Director Mary O’Shea shared her five fave reasons it’s
important to showcase women in film and began by
observing, “basically every aspect of the film industry,
from film critics to actors, is dominated by men, the
roles of director, producer, and writer are the top
positions of creative control on a film. The film industry
holds what has been called a “celluloid ceiling” which
explains why, for example, less than 10% of directors
in film (and television) are women.”
O’Shea continues by explaining, “the festival
showcases works by women directors, producers,
and writers.” Adding, “the festival is on a short list
of events that promote and showcase independent
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works by women in film. This year is the 21st annual
Festival. It would be hard to find many (if any) festivals
anywhere in the world that have been so active for so
long. Women filmmakers do not have very many other
opportunities to have their work recognized.”
Thirdly, O’Shea says, “I love the fact that this event
is held in St. John’s - my hometown. This city has an
electric arts community that supports many amazing
local women filmmakers, as you can see by out
Festival line-up. It is important to support women in
film in general, but it’s great that we get to do it here.”
Next, O’Shea notes, “Part of our mandate is to provide
local audiences access to unfamiliar and limitedrelease works by women filmmakers. There’s a whole
other world of film outside Hollywood blockbusters.
One of the initiatives outside the
festival is Films on the Go - where
local and international works by
women are brought to communities
across the province.”

Rounding the five faves,
O’Shea adds, “a huge
aspect of the festival
is the Film Forum. It’s
a great opportunity
for local and visiting
filmmakers to learn from
industry pros, network,
and get support for
current and future
projects. The Festival’s newest initiative is Digital
Dames, a conference that will bring together women
in new media, social media, and the arts. The goal is
to provide a destination summit for women pursuing
interactive arts and digital dissemination.”
www.thelittleworld.net/blog
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what’s on!
Listings Check
our local events calendar
FRIDAY, October 15
Club V: Dr. Drake & DJ Sina
Greensleeves: 12 Mile House
Loft 709: Kid Cue
Holy Heart Theatre: Alice in
Wonderland
Quidi Vidi Brewery: Happy Hour ‘till 8
Shamrock City: Connemara
Spin: Funktastic Friday w/Leo van
Ulden & Kid Cue
Stanley’s: Karaoke
Turkey Joe’s: Filthy Fridays w/DJ
JayCee

SATURDAY, October 16
Greensleeves: 12 Mile House
O’Rilly’s: The Masterless Men
Spin: Mike the Tailor
Stanley’s: Karaoke
Turkey Joe’s: Sexual Saturdays with
DJ JayCee

The Ship: Folk Night
Stanley’s: Karaoke
Turkey Joe’s: Wacky Wednesday’s w/
Dave White

THURSDAY, October 21
Greensleeves: Unlisted
Headquarters: Noise Terror Thursday
Kelly’s Pub: Fred Jorgenson & Arthur
O’Brien
LSPU Hall: Andy Jones’ To The Wall
O’Reilly’s: Acoustic Punters
Shamrock City Pub: Middle Tickle
Turkey Joe’s: Thirsty Thursdays with
DJ JayCee

Greensleeves: Damian Follett
Shamrock City Pub: Connemara
Turkey Joe’s: Two for Tuesdays - “2 for
1” w/Carl Peters & Dave White

WEDNESDAY, October 27
Greensleeves: Kronik
Grumpy Stump: Karaoke
Headquarters: Adam Baxter
The Martini Bar: Acoustic Trio
Wednesday with Stixx and Stones
The Ship: Folk Night w/Blair Harvey
Shamrock City Pub: The Navigators
Stanley’s: Karaoke
Turkey Joe’s: (10PM) Wacky
Wednesdays w/ Dave White

FRIDAY, October 22

THURSDAY, October 28

Greensleeves: Nothin’ Fancy
LSPU Hall: Andy Jones’ To The Wall
Stanley’s: Karaoke
Turkey Joe’s: Filthy Fridays with DJ
JayCee

Greensleeves: Unlisted
Headquarters: Noise Terror Thursday
O’ Reilly’s: Acoustic Punters
Turkey Joe’s: Thirsty Thursdays with
DJ JayCee

SUNDAY, October 17
Greensleeves: Damian Follett
Grumpy Stump: Karaoke
Kelly’s Pub: Fred Jorgenson
Masonic Temple: Hot Piano Night w/
Sharona and Friends
O’Reilly’s: Traditional Jam Session w/
Elizabeth Siegel
Turkey Joe’s: Old School Sunday
Ladies Night with DJ Lex

MONDAY, October 18
Greensleeves: Damian Follett
Grumpy Stump: Open Mic
Loft 709: Martini Monday’s w/DJ
Diamond
O’Reilly’s: Sing-a-long Jam Sesson
Scanlons: Steve Haley
Turkey Joe’s: Manic Mondays: Happy
Hour All Night

TUESDAY, October 19
Auntie Crae’s: (Noon, free) Auntie
Crae’s Band
Bella Vista: (8:30PM, $5) Sizzlin Salsa
Tuesdays
Greensleeves: Damian Follett
Grumpy Stump: Karaoke
Shamrock City Pub: Connemara
Turkey Joe’s: Two for Tuesdays w/Carl
Peters & Dave White

SATURDAY, October 23
Greensleeves: Nothin’ Fancy
Loft 709: Dance League Saturday w/
DJ NuRock
LSPU Hall: Andy Jones’ To The Wall
Spin: Seamless Saturday w/Mike the
Tailor
Stanley’s: (10PM) Karaoke
Turkey Joe’s: Sexual Saturdays with
DJ JayCee

SUNDAY, October 24
Grumpy Stump: Karaoke
Kelly’s Pub: Fred Jorgenson
LSPU Hall: Andy Jones’ To The Wall
O’Reilly’s: Traditional Open Session w/
Elizabeth Siegel
Shamrock City Pub: Arthur & Con
O’Brien
Turkey Joe’s: Old School Sunday
Ladies Night with DJ Lex

MONDAY, October 25
Grumpy Stump: Open Mic
Greensleeves: Damian Follett
O’Reilly’s: Larry Foley & Patrick Moran
Shamrock City Pub: Anthony
MacDonald & Ronnie Power
The Ship: Blair Harvey
Turkey Joe’s: Manic Mondays - Happy
Hour All Night

WEDNESDAY, October 20
Greensleeves: Kronik
Grumpy Stump: Karaoke
Headquarters: Adam Baxter
The Fat Cat: Chris Kriby (acoustic)
The Martini Bar: Acoustic Trio
Wednesday with Stixx and Stones

TUESDAY, October 26
Auntie Crae’s: (Noon, free) Auntie
Crae’s Band
Bella Vista: (8:30PM, $5) Sizzlin Salsa
Tuesdays
Grumpy Stump: Karaoke

What To Do?
(For Artists)

Talented female lyricist/poet for semipop song writing collaboration (ie:
Joni Mitchell, Sarah McLaughlin
Paul Simon etc. Singing/instrument
an asset but not essential. Email
aewpike@hotmail.com
Anna Templeton Centre (Duckworth)
contact for info re: adult and youth
classes, workshops
Clay Cafe (39 Commonwealth Ave,
Mount Pearl 745-2345): open til 9PM
Devon House Clay Studio - open studio
times, contact for info

GALLERY LISTINGS
Peter Lewis Solo Exhibition (Peter
Lewis Gallery, Oct 9, 2pm) The
show will continue through to the
end of Oct. Call 722-6009 for info.
The Craft Council Gallery (Devon
House, Duckworth Street; www.
craftcouncil.nl.ca)
Eastern Edge, An Artist-Run Gallery
(72 Harbour Drive). Open Tuesday
to Saturday, 12-5pm. For info on
exhibitions and events visit www.
easternedge.ca or call 739-1882)
The Rooms: (www.therooms.ca
Wednesdays 6pm-9pm are Free, 9
Bonaventure Ave. 757-8000)

SPECIAL EVENTS LISTINGS
Hot Earth Ensemble Presents
The Suite Earth, St. Andrews
Presbyterian Church, Oct. 17, 3pm
An opportunity to hear Bach’s 6
Suites for Solo Cello performed by
3 cellists in one concert celebrating
the 325th year of Bach’s birth.
Amy’s Journey by Lillian Bursey will
be launched Oct 28, 7–9pm at
Chapters (70 Kenmount Road). The

author will be reading and signing
copies. Refreshments will be served.
Everyone welcome! For info call
739-4477 (toll-free 866-739-4420).
Exteriors (The Leyton Gallery, Oct
2-24, opening at 3pm) Featuring
Jennifer Barrett, Iakov Afanassiev,
Sara Hillcock, Jonathan Green,
Jonathan O’Dea. Call 722-7177 or
visit www.theleytongallery.com

Free Internet: Love of Learning offers
free internet and computer use for
resilient youth between 15 & 35,
noon to 6pm, weekdays, Gower
Street United Church. For info,
www.fortheloveoflearning.org or call
Darcy at 722-8848.
Hurling Training on-going weekly.
Contact Brendan Toland at:
Yellowbellys_SJ_GAA_Club@
yahoo.ca

AGM (Eastern Edge Gallery, Oct 17,
2pm) Eastern Edge Gallery invites
members and the public to attend
the AGM, refreshments will be
served. Call 739-1882

For The Love of Learning (weekdays,
12pm-6pm, Free to youth 15-35):
99 Gower Street. Classes in world
religion, philosophy, folklore, art,
theatre, resume-building. Free lunch
at 1PM (722-4846)

The Finer Things (Newman Wine
Vaults, Oct 23) Fundraiser for
Shakespeare by the Sea’s 19th
season, feat. wine tasting, 3 short
shows, gourmet cheese and fine
tea. $50 / ticket, call 743-7287.

Mall Walkers’ Club: (Avalon Mall,
Thursdays, 8:45am) (737-2333)
The Pottle Centre: (323 Hamilton
Avenue, social and recreational
programs for users of mental health
services) 753-2143

Hot Jazz, Cool Night (Holy Heart
Theatre, Oct 23, 8pm) Lady Cove
Women’s Choir, Jazz East Big
Band and Newman’s Sound Men’s
Choir with special guest Heather
Bambrick. Call 579-4424
Botanical Gardens Fall Hours start Oct
1; Open daily from 10am – 4pm with
reduced admission
Halloween Howl Family Bootanical (Botanical Gardens, Oct
23/24, 10am) Did you know that
many Halloween traditions and
superstitions are connected
to nature and the fall season,
particularly the harvest? Free, call
864-8590

Seniors Bridging Culture: (Seniors
Resource Centre, Thursdays,
2pm) Tea, guest speakers, and
conversation (737-2333)
Seniors Friendship Club: (Seniors
Resource Centre, Fridays, 2pm
737-2333)
Shambhala Meditation Group: (Billy
Rahal Fieldhouse, rear Elizabeth
Towers) Free meditation practice.
Call 576-4727 or visit http://stjohns.
shambhala.org

CLUB DU SAMEDI - FALL 2010 If you
plan to register your child on site on
Saturday morning, please arrive by
8:45. The Club du Samedi meets
on Saturday mornings from 9 a.m.
to 11:45 a.m. for fun-filled French
activities for children aged 5-14 language-based activities, arts and
crafts, music, gym, drama and more!
The spring 2010 session begins on
October 2nd and continue for 10
weeks. For more information, visit
www.acfsj.ca/club
Mile One Centre is pleased to
announce the 2010-11 ice skating
season! Public skating has started
with a variety of skating sessions
offered – Parent & Tot, Senior,
Adult, and Family – plus Lunch
Time sessions each weekday from
12:15-1:45pm. For a complete list of
skating sessions, please visit www.
mileonecentre.com

Traditional Latin Mass: The Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass in the
Extraordinary Form (Traditional
Latin) celebrated on Sundays,
5:15PM at St. Pius X Church,
Latin-English Missals & resources
provided. For info or a free Visitor’s
Guide to the Latin Mass call 7224842 or unavoce.sopc@gmail.com
St. John’s City Council Meeting: (City
Council Chambers, 4th Floor,
Mondays, 4:30pm) Public welcome,
see agenda www.stjohns.ca, posted
Friday afternoons
Overeaters Anonymous: If your eating
habits are making you unhappy and
putting you at risk for serious health
problems, you can do something
about it. Call 738-1742 or www.oa.org
Tango On The Edge - Argentine Tango:
(Thursdays 8:30-10:30, RCA Club,
10 Bennett Ave) guest artist Amira
Campora from Buenos Aires, June
25-27, www.tangoontheedge.ca.

Early Bird Watch (MUN Botanical
Garden, every 2nd Sunday, 8am)
Meet in the parking lot, free, call
737-8590
Comic Jam (Hava Java, last Monday of
every month, 7PM, free)
St. John’s Farmers’ Market (Saturdays,
10am-2pm, June - Nov.), Lion’s Club
Chalet, Bonaventure Avenue

The Arthritis Society is looking for
volunteers to assist with The Jingle
Bell Walk and Run occurring in
St. John’s mid November. If you
are interested in lending your time
and skills to this worthwhile cause
please contact Jennifer at jneary@
nl.arthritis.ca or 579-8190

Get Plastered!
Specializing in casting
pregnant tummies
& Baby Bummies
Alexandra Baird, BFA
(709)743-0059
plastered.casting@gmail.com
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Casual-ties
My Messy With
“non-relationships” you can avoid all the heavy “relationship” talks.
Bedroom by Josey
Vogles
In a committed to a relationship you’re willing to talk
things out when problems come up and work through
issues. At least theoretically. But what happens if
it’s early and neither of you have used the word
“relationship” to describe whatever it is you’re doing.
How long do you have to be in the non-relationship
before you can talk about, well, relationship stuff? “I
think it comes at about the three-month point,” offers
“N,” a woman in her late thirties. “That’s when you ask
questions about whether you want something more
stable, reliable and monogamous. If neither party
does, they might decide everything is fine. If there is
a difference of opinion, the one who wants something
more will suffer, threaten to leave, or otherwise act
out. The other person might sense ‘trouble’ and
preemptively end it.”

relationship” with an older guy. “The romance was
wild, but we never talked about the other ‘r’ word,”
“F” says. “Logically, we knew it would never work
and I guess neither of us needed to acknowledge
that.” Then she moved away and he went to visit. “He
was forced to be in my space and acknowledge me
beyond some misty vision,” she continues. “When it
came time to play couple, it just went wrong. He left
and we both knew that was the end of something that
was never defined. It was sad, but okay.” Part of the
appeal of extending the non-relationship stage is not
having to deal with all that “relationship” crap. “It was
a total escape,” “F” says. “If things ever got serious
and the rose-coloured glasses came off, I wouldn’t
have the fondness about it that I do. It’s fun to have
that special person for romance and not kill it with
complications.” Goodness knows, you’ve had it with
And you thought relationships were complicated.
relationship complications, right? Non-relationships
The “non-relationship” can be even more difficult to
are perfect for today’s cynical, ambivalent, fiercely
navigate because there are no rules. And as much as independent, neurotic, “I’m never going to make
you think you can just keep things casual, it eventually myself vulnerable and risk getting burned again in a
bites you in the ass. Usually, as “N” pointed out, it
relationship” generation.
happens when one wants something more. Or when
something bursts your “non-relationship” bubble.
A friend of mine was laughing about it. “It’s like some
Like a dose of reality. That’s what happened to “F,”
weird trend,” she says, “I have this girlfriend who’s
a woman in her mid-20s who was having a “nonbeen in a ‘non-relationship’ for over a year!” Consider

“P” ends suggesting, “even knowing what a
relationship ‘isn’t’ is a form of security and definition.”

Will Swenson stars as Mitzi (Photo Courtesy of Mervish)
By Richard Burnett

There’s a great scene in the epic road movie The
Adventures of Priscilla, Queen of the Desert where
transsexual Bernadette consoles young drag
queen Felicia after she was beat up by a bunch of
homophobic miners in the Australian outback. As
Felicia cries, Bernadette says of their hometown
Sydney, “I don’t know if that ugly wall of suburbia
was put there to keep us in or keep them out, but it
protects us.” Sydney is, of course, one of the great
gay meccas of the world, and Sydneysiders love their
drag queens. It was also a take-off point a lifetime ago
for a backpacking trip across that continent on which
mainly three things were learned in six months: If a
beach is deserted, there’s a reason for it (sharks). You
can’t outrun a crocodile. And Aussies love beetroot on
their hamburgers.
Sydney was also the launching point for Bernadette,
Felicia and Mitzi in director Stephan Elliott’s 1994
movie, characters portrayed by 1960s Brit icon
Terence Stamp, stud muffin Guy Pearce and Hugo
Weaving. Priscilla is what the trio named their coach
as they drove from Sydney to Alice Springs where
they were booked to perform. Sydney is also where
the stage adaptation, Priscilla Queen of the Desert:
The Musical, premiered in 2006 at the Lyric Theatre.
The production then moved to London’s West End,
and now Toronto’s Princess of Wales Theatre before
going to Broadway, where it will open at NYC’s
Palace Theatre on Feb. 28. Songs performed by
the cast include Shake Your Groove Thing, Don’t
Leave Me This Way, Go West, I Love The Nightlife, I
Will Survive, Hot Stuff, Girls Just Wanna Have Fun,

|

They can also be borderline masochistic. “That’s a
danger,” adds “P.” “It’s that ‘hurts so good’ aspect
where you’re spending hours with someone and
developing intimacy that can’t go anywhere. Then
there’s figuring out protocol; do you call daily? Are
they entitled to at least one weekend night? Do you
invite him home for Christmas? Some would argue
most relationships now start as non-relationships “A,”
a woman in her late 30s says that most of hers were
that way. “It’s that initial phase of connection/attraction
before I start analyzing everything or defining it,”
she says. “Eventually the same questions creep in,
how into this guy am I and how into me is he? Is sex
good? Is he relationship material?”

Triple Threat

$3 Bill

CURRENT

it a modern “casual-ty.” People want relationships free
of all that traditional “relationship” stuff. “Ambiguous
romantic relationships are interesting,” agrees “P,” a
mid-30s gay man, “because they tend to be mostly
rooted in a strong physical attraction or chemistry
-- the old we-shouldn’t-be-doing-this-but-we-are.
And if the relationship is cloistered or not for public
consumption there’s often a heady buzz to it all.”
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What’s Love Got to Do With It, Boogie Wonderland,
We Belong and Finally. Critics are raving about
the musical. “Eye-poppingly extravagant!” says
The Guardian while the daily Telegraph swooned,
“Insanely euphoric and wildly contagious!”
The Toronto production will get veteran stage actor
Tony Sheldon, who also played Bernadette in the
West End production and will reprise his role before
the cast and crew move on to Broadway. And
playing Mitzi is renowned Tony-nominated American
stage actor Will Swenson. “I’ve always loved drag,”
Swenson says. “I love any art form that requires
fantastic craft. You can’t fake good drag. It’s incredibly
precise. The more choreographed and well thought
out, the better. It’s really an extension of dance or
mime. And it’s incredibly hard to do well.” So Swenson
did a lot of research and rehearsing to get his drag
show-stopping numbers just right. “It was pretty
straightforward actually. Our choreographer gives us
the movement and the sentiment, and we try to juice
it up. I have gone to a few drag bars and interviewed
a few lovely drag queens to try and mine any helpful
hints or tricks that might help.”
Swenson grew up in a theatre family, so performing
in drag isn’t really much of a stretch. The grandson
of American theatre actors and playwrights Nathan
and Ruth Hale, Swenson moved around the U.S. a
lot during his childhood. Most of his young theatre
life was experienced on the stage of the Hale Centre
Theatres in California and Utah before he would
perform on Broadway, notably in Lestat, 110 in

the Shade,
Brooklyn and
Hair. “I loved
growing up in
the theatre,”
Swenson,
36, says. “My
grandma would
say, ‘If we ran a farm, you’d milk the cows. We run
a theatre, so you’ll act!’ And that’s all there was to it.
Luckily, I always really loved it. I did everything. Build
sets, stage-manage, make props, and yes, act in the
shows frequently. It was a great venue for creativity.
Some of my favourite memories from my youth were
making things for shows with my mom or dad.”
Priscilla, the film and musical, are exuberant
celebrations of gay life and culture. Its unifying
message is that we’re all human, flesh and blood.
Married with two young sons, Swenson says
portraying a gay man was never an issue. “I grew up
around a lot of gay folks. Sadly, most of them lived
their lives quite firmly stuck in the closet. But luckily for
me, my family and theatre friends were almost always
loving and accepting. In fact, my best friend growing
up was, and is, gay.” And Swenson’s kids will see
him perform in drag for the first time in Toronto. “They
haven’t seen me in the show yet,” Swenson smiles. “I
did show them a couple of pictures of me in costume
and they said, ‘Dad, you’re weird.’ They have lots
of gay people in their lives that they love dearly. I’m
thrilled with how open my kids are. That’s really what
Priscilla is all about.”

October 15th - October 29th, 2010

fashion
Snaps!

Eclection Catwalk

Fashion Designs in St. John’s
Photographer: Skye Tostowaryk
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