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Hanlon Reality Executive and St. John’s City 
Councillor, Debbie Hanlon has her heart on her 
sleeve for a local institution. The Singing Legionnaires 
are a group of 25 seniors, many of whom are 
veterans, that get together and sing at various 
community venues and events. The gentlemen wear 
a signature blue blazer with their crest emblazoned 
on the front. In the many years that they have been 
together they have never replaced these uniforms 
which are now beginning to show the signs of wear 
and tear.   

“The cost of each uniform is $400,” Hanlon explained 
recently.  “The Hanlon Reality team feel that is a very 
small amount to give to a group of men that have 
done so much for our community and our province.”  
Hanlon is spearheading the fundraising drive to 
collect the necessary funds through corporate and 
personal donations.  

“We are asking local business, individuals and 
families to help raise the money needed to get this 
fine group of gentlemen some new uniforms,” Hanlon 
stated.  “Let’s come together as a community to show 
these very giving individuals how important they are 
to us.” 

The Singing Legionnaires sing at seniors’ homes and 
community events when requested. They do not, as 
part of their mandate, sing anywhere that you would 
have to pay admission to hear them. They are a very 
talented and giving group of individuals who enjoy 
getting out and being a part of their community.  The 
group has conjured many a smile and a tap of the foot 
over the years.  How much better would they be able 
to do that in brand new uniforms!

If you are interested in helping with the campaign or 
would like to make a donation contact Debbie Hanlon 
at 738-6200 or by emailing Debbie@hanlonrealty.ca.

CommUNiTy new Uni’s foR singing LegionnaiRes
hANloN REAlTy lAUNChEs CommUNiTy FUNdRAisER 
By deBBy Winters

debbie hanlon with the singing legionnaires (Photo: darryl Couch)
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Listening to Mayer Hawthorne’s debut album, A 
Strange Arrangement, is like hitting the switch on 
a time machine (hot tub, or otherwise) and being 
transported to the glory days of Motown. The picture 
of a 30-year-old, white kid from Ann Arbor, Michigan, 
with thick-rimmed glasses is about as removed from 
the mental image of his Soul and Motown ancestors 
– Smokey Robinson, Curtis Mayfield and Barry White, 
to name a few – but the music speaks for itself.

A self-taught multi-instrumentalist, Hawthorne was 
signed to Stones Throw Records in 2008 on the 
strength of his first self-produced track, Just Ain’t 
Gonna Work Out, a falsetto-filled lament about 
a doomed relationship included on A Strange 
Arrangement. With the help of Stones Throw, 
Hawthorne released the single Maybe So, Maybe No/I 
Wish it Would Rain in 2009, which also made the cut.  

With the release of A Strange Arrangement, 
Hawthorne shows the diversity of his influences and 
abilities. One Track Mind is perhaps the classiest 
look at the gold-digger phenomenon, as Hawthrone 
complains that “she buys her thrills with my hard-
earned bills... My baby’s got a one track mind, but 
she’s so fine”; Meanwhile, the upbeat Your Easy 
Lovin’ Ain’t Pleasin’ Nothin’ combines piano, horns, 
and infectious clapping for one of the catchiest tracks 
on the album that’s equal parts Jackson Five and 
Smokey Robinson. 

Some might discredit Mayer Hawthorne as a novelty 
act because he is making waves as a bookish 
white guy in a genre historically dominated by black 
musicians. Some may have done the same when 
Eminem turned the late 90s/early 2000s rap scene 
on its head. And in many ways, the two are similar: 

both white, both from Michigan, both immersing 
themselves in predominantly black music. Most 
importantly, though, is that Mayer Hawthorne is not 
only imitating his musical ancestry, he is reviving 
and progressing the sound, making it accessible to 
a generation 40-years removed from the energy and 
beauty of the original Soul/Motown movement.

soUNds mayeR hawthoRne
A sTRANgE ARRANgEmENT; WhiTE Kid FRom miChigAN KNoWs soUl
By Jonny hodder

EvENT in a gaLaxy faR, faR away
sCi-Fi oN ThE RoCK iv
By gary moore

In a galaxy far, far away, there’s a culture ready to 
take over the Holiday Inn on April 17 and 18. There 
will be a cantina, costume prizes, anime, celebrity 
guest speakers, actors and authors. Starting to 
sound like an episode of Star Trek, or a Star Wars 
novel setting? Well it should, because essentially 
that’s what it is - a setting from your favorite Science 
Fiction movie. The fourth annual Sci-Fi on the Rock 
convention has something for everyone; “This event 
is a place for people of common interests to come 
together, share and discuss,” explains organizer, 
Simon Babineau.

With dates circled on the calendar and counting 
down until the convention, hours of work goes into 
preparing the perfect costumes, which are actually 
one of the biggest attractions. Last year someone 
spent over 600 hours designing and perfecting 
their attire. Simon explains the significance of the 
costumes: “Venues like this are a great forum for 
people to express themselves either in original 
creation or paying homage to a character or series 

that’s important in their lives.” This year there will be 
two costume categories, 12 and under and 13 and up.

Every year Sci-Fi on the Rock outdoes itself for the 
annual convention. It’s always a thrill to see who’s 
attending. This year guests of honor are: Casey 
Biggs and Max Grodénchik from Star Trek: Deep 
Space Nine, Nalini Krishan who appears in Star Wars: 
Episode II and Mike Savva who has played roles in 
the TV and film industry.

Like the Mos Eisley Cantina, of Star Wars, Sci-Fi on 
the Rock hosts a similar Cantina where everyone can 
gather for a variety show hosted by local musician 
Jean Hewson on Saturday, April 17 starting at 
9pm. Audience members are invited to sing, play 
an instrument, recite a poem or do improvisations.  
(Perhaps, Whose Line Is It Anime?). Other events 
during the convention include an Anime Extravaganza 
presented by The St. John’s Anime Film Club, 
which features an anime music video dance party. 
An auction, similar to previous years, will be held, 

with a portion of the 
proceeds going to the 
School Lunch Association. 
Sensitive to children, 
Sci-Fi on the Rock gives 
back to the community; 
The Children’s Wish 
Foundation will have a 
booth at the convention, 
“Sci-fi and fantasy are very prominent with the 
foundation, as many of the wishes made by children 
are to meet characters or visit the sets of favorite TV 
shows,” explains Babineau.

There will be no Muggle Quidditch at the convention, 
this year. However, a new attraction that will quickly 
make you forget is the live action pod racing. There 
will be teams of 3, and you have to be up for a course 
that’s deceptive and risky. Sci-Fi on the Rock takes 
place April 17 and April 18, 2010 at the Holiday Inn. 
For the latest information check www.scifiontherock.
com or contact scifiontherock@gmail.com.

Nalini Krishan
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Lora Campbell and Charles Tilley both had a vision, 
and wanted to marry the two ideas together.  With 
a desire to create a name for themselves that 
“represented both culinary and performing arts,” 
Campbell shared, they agreed upon Class Act 
Enterprises, under which there is both a catering and 
production division.

Knowing it can be challenging to access funds to 
produce and support creative arts, the two are putting 
Tilley’s talents as a Red Seal Chef to task and will 
throw their inaugural event on April 9 at Smitty’s in 
Mount Pearl.  For $30, the Medieval Fundraising 
Dinner will provide guests with a three-course 
gourmet meal under a festive thematic atmosphere 
that will touch everything from the drink menus to the 
staff, even featuring a minstrel.

Funds raised from this event will go towards the 
production side of Class Act which is set to bring 
George F. Walker’s Problem Child to the Rabbittown 
Theatre from April 22-24 starting at 8pm.  The 
production will star James Hawksley, Kimberley 
Drake, Sharon King-Campbell and Larry Barry.  

It is the story of RJ and Denise, a young couple, both 
of whom are former drug addicts trying to regain 

custody of their baby daughter.  Denise is aided by a 
drunken motel employee named Phillie, and the two 
are challenged by social worker, Helen, who’s bent on 
instilling morality and politeness in a woman too far 
gone to be changed.  The “fiercely funny and equally 
heartbreaking” show is one Campbell says, “everyone 
should see.”

Campbell and Tilley eventually have their sights set 
on opening their own restaurant.  But, until then they 
have plans to be popping up everywhere.  “We are 
doing some with Wallnuts, and we plan on organizing 
an HIV/AIDS fundraiser over the summer which will 
involve all kinds of art mediums; visual, dancing, 
singing, theatre, trapeze, and magic. We also plan 
to work with various arts galleries and Acro-Adix,” 
Campbell says of the future.

Class Act will provide complete event planning, “from 
the food you eat, the space rented, decorations 
provided and entertainment chosen - we work with 
clients to asses their needs for the desired function 
and create a completely unique experience.”

To contact Class Act for more information about their 
upcoming events or to find out how they can help plan 
something, email class.act.enterprises@gmail.com

5 FAvEs mayoR Dennis o’Keefe
FivE FAvs To KEEP yoU UPbEAT, hAPPy ANd hEAlThy
By alison murray

Whether it be to prevent 
illness, avoid lateness, 
or reach a destination 
without needing thawing, 
on a daily basis people’s 
lives are geared towards 
taking preventative 
measures.  During 
the colder months 
prevention particularly 
increases in the hopes 
of avoiding the nasty 
cold and flu season, 

stormy weather and the feelings of lasting coldness. 
When asked what his favourite things to do to beat 
the winter blues are, Mayor O’Keefe began by stating 
“I am not subject to the winter blues, never have been 
and maybe it is because I am busy. My routine keeps 
me immune I suppose.” However, it is through the 
following five favourites that he keeps them at bay. 

Mayor O’Keefe shared, “I walk every day no matter 
what the weather. It is good for the mind and good 
for the body. As well, it enables me to meet people 
and to see the condition of the city and to enjoy the 
city as a great place. My walking is 6-8 miles a day.” 

He continues, “I read a lot. First thing in the morning 
with a cup of tea I read. It keeps me informed, and 
entertained. I read books, magazines, and the Tely.” 

Following his love of reading, Mayor O’Keefe 
explains, “my wife and I like to eat out fairly regularly 
lately and this is very enjoyable and a change of 
pace. Our dining is casual and laid back and very 
simple and usually inexpensive.” 

Next, “I enjoy my family. They come first. We get 
together quite often. I particularly enjoy the company 
of my only grandchild, Kate, who is 14 months old. 
We talk and walk with her and take her out to eat. We 
do most of the eating.” 

And finally, Mayor O’Keefe says, “I enjoy the social 
engagements on behalf of city council. They take a lot 
of time but allow me to represent council and enjoy 
different venues.”  

Therefore, Mayor O’Keefe adds “I think all of these 
likely keep me so busy that I never have had the 
winter blues.” So, like Mayor Dennis O’Keefe, taking 
preventative measures can keep you healthy and help 
make the winter months much more enjoyable.

EvENT a CLass aCt KinDa fUnDRaiseR
mARRyiNg CUliNARy ANd CREATivE TAlENTs
By Joshua Jamieson
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Eight years ago designer 
Andria Edison put 
together her first pieces 
and her first fashion 
show. Today, Andria is 
getting ready for her 
annual show. This year’s 
presentation is uniting 
fashion, music, art, 
film and dance: Fusion 
Fashion Show.

Featuring the styles of 
six local designers, the 
Fusion Fashion Show 
is showcasing fine art 
of the province. Andria 
Edison introduces and 

gives an explanation of 
each: Swervy Garmentry 

by Cara Winsor Hehir, specializes in plus size 
fashions but will be showing a multi-sized collection. 
SECH design rocks hip young designs for all kinds 
of women by Sara Hodder, and is available at Model 
Citizens. Lotis is a locally designed label, by Katie 
Burke and Jess Mealey, and is available at Structure. 

MJ MaJic, by Melanie Johnson, struts wild prints and 
styles for the daring design lover. Barry Buckle, who 
is described by Andria as “the Godfather of the local 
fashion scene,” will have a line of fashion, which will 
angle his eye for unique fabrics and trends. Finally 
Angelle Apparel is the work of Andria Edison, which is 
described as “clubby” with a mod flare.

The idea of the Fusion Fashion Show is to collaborate 
with all fields of local talent and paint the atmosphere 
to the tune of a talent show. There will be four 
musicians filling the air with sonic vibrations: Cara Lee 
Coleman Band, Sharona Clarke, the Mudflowers and 
DJ Freeflow.

This is an event that’s not just about what’s on the 
surface, this event’s giving back to the community and 
will have a silent auction of local art, which will raise 
money for Planned Parenthood. “Planned Parenthood 
has been a great organization for the community. 
We have all needed a helping hand or kind ear and 
this organization is always available to help without 
judging. We really wanted to give back and thought 
this charity would be very open to our event and 
would love to be apart of such a big presentation,” 
explains Edison.  

Angelle Apparel and Swervy Garmentry are both 
working on designs that will be worn at the JUNO 
Awards. Without giving too much away, Andria speaks 
of the gown that Angelle Apparel is designing and 
says it will be a floor length, plum color with dyes and 
lace embellishments, and will be worn by presenter 
Cindy Butler. Swervy Garmentry is designing the 
dress worn by Heidi Yantzi wife of, Recording 
Engineer nominee, John Bailey.

Fusion Fashion Show is put off by Angelle Apparel 
and Swervy Garmentry and is sponsored by Stitch-it 
and Clothing Alterations. The show will take place 
Thursday April 15 at the Masonic Temple, starting at 
7pm and it’s $15 at the door. Visit angelleapparel.com 
for more information.

FAshioN fUsion fashion show
FAshioN, mUsiC, ART, Film ANd dANCE
By gary moore

Photo Credit: Apryl Pitts

Photo Credit: Apryl Pitts

In 1983, Rolling Stone 
said of Chrissie Hynde, 
“her sheer authenticity 
as a three-dimensional 
woman whose sexuality 
is completely in sync with 
a superb rock sensibility,” 
just four years after The 
Pretenders released 

their first record.  Still today the five member group is 
rocking out some 30 years later.

Their latest release could make a fan out of anyone.  
It’s welcoming a generation of listeners familear with 
widespread hits like Brass In Pocket, Back On The 
Chain Gang, Don’t Get Me Wrong and I’ll Stand By 
You and introducing them to newer tracks like Boots 
of Chinese Plastic and Don’t Cut Your Hair. The latter 
two were originally released on 2008’s Break Up The 
Concrete, the ninth and most recent studio album 
from The Pretenders.

Although a live set, listing to the CD doesn’t feel that 
way - the music just feels more like Hynde and the 
band are just there playing for you.  There aren’t 
heavy crowd cheers edited into the audio, which is a 
noticeable plus.  Both the audio disc and the DVD are 
said by the producers to be a true representation of 
the night’s performance.  There are also no overdubs 
to boost or enhance anything. Really, it simply doesn’t 

need it.  It’s not too long after a listen of the audio 
version that the DVD will end up on screen though.

The 19 track CD quickly inspires the desire to watch 
Hynde rock out, performing the tunes exactly as their 
being heard and the DVD doesn’t disappoint.  The full 
24 song concert, is 100 minutes long, shot in HD and 
surround sound.

Live in London was shot at Shepherds Bush Empire 
in London on July 15, 2009; Hynde and her signature 
voice are on the mark.  The DVD, a film by Grammy 
and Emmy award winning producers and directors 

Pierre and Francois Lamoureux, also features some 
additional bonus features which include the concert’s 
encore as well an a featurette called On The Bus.

The Pretenders: Live In London is available now and 
more information is at www.thepretenders.ca.

soUNds the pRetenDeRs
livE iN loNdoN - Cd/dvd Combo PACK CElEbRATEs ThEiR RoCK
By Joshua Jamieson
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CovER JUnos weeK RetURns to the RoCK
ANTiCiPATioN bUilds FoR 39Th JUNo CElEbRATioN iN sT. JohN’s
By deBBy Winters

Spotlights are warming 
up and the red carpet is 
about to roll as the 39th 
Juno Awards get closer. 
The Juno road trip 
began in St. John’s in 
2002, eight cities and 
eight years later the 
star-studded excitement 
returns from April 12–18.  
The week of musical 
celebrations includes 
showcases, autograph 
sessions, an awards 
dinner and many other 
events ending with 
the Juno Awards at 

Mile One on April 18. “It feels like a homecoming. 
St. John’s set off our Great Canadian Road Trip, 
and we’re thrilled to be back to rekindle friendships 
and showcase this fantastic city and province,” said 
Melanie Berry, President and CEO of CARAS. “St. 
John’s brought incredible enthusiasm in 2002, and 
is sure to bolster new excitement for the 2010 JUNO 
Awards.”

The tickets for the awards show sold out in an 
astonishing 14 minutes! The rush for tickets is 
attributed to the diverse and exciting performance 
line-up including JUNO-nominated artists Billy 
Talent, Blue Rodeo, Drake, Johnny Reid, Justin 
Bieber, Metric and Michael Bublé. Brian Adams 
will be awarded 2010 Allan Waters Humanitarian 
Award, named after CHUM’s founder Allan Waters, 
recognizing outstanding humanitarian contributions 
positively enhancing the social fabric of Canada by 
a Canadian artist. A highlight of the award show will 
also be the induction of famed Canadian rock group 
April Wine into the Canadian Music Hall of Fame. 
“With the release of their debut album in 1971, April 
Wine kicked off a remarkable run of hit records both 
in Canada and around the world,” said Berry “For 40 
years, the band has given music fans great songs to 
rock to and live shows to remember. Their induction 
to the Canadian Music Hall of Fame is exceptionally 
deserved, and highlights a long history of musical 
accomplishments.”

Of their induction lead member Myles Goodwyn said, 
“To be inducted into the Canadian Music Hall of Fame 
is a tremendous honour; and on behalf of all April 
Wine members, past and present, a heartfelt thank 
you to the CARAS. I look forward to the presentation 
in Newfoundland on April 18.”

In 1969, vocalist/guitarist Myles Goodwyn, guitarist 
David Henman, drummer Ritchie Henman and bassist 
Jimmy Henman, came together to form April Wine in 
Halifax, Nova Scotia. They recorded their first album 
in 1972 which included what would be their first hit 
single; You Could Have Been A Lady. Over their 40 
year career the band has had countless platinum 
album and stand-room-only concerts worldwide.  One 
very memorable moment came in 1977 when April 
Wine infamously posed as the ‘smoke screen’ for 
The Rolling Stones who decided to record Love You 
Live at the El Mocambo Club in Toronto. April Wine 
was billed as the headliner for a charity event with a 
group called ‘The Cockroaches’ – but of course, to 
the audience’s surprise and delight, The Cockroaches 
turned out to be The Rolling Stones. This show was 
captured for a live record, Live At The El Mocambo, 
which became another platinum success for April 
Wine. The group went on to tour the U.S. with The 
Stones, and was also requested to join heavyweights 
like Styx, Journey and Rush on their tours.

Although the group’s evolved over the years and 
band members changed, their music has remained 
distinctly April Wine. They’ve persevered and given 
fans rock ballads and anthems that will forever be 
etched in music history. Most recently, April Wine 
received The Lifetime Achievement Award from the 
Canadian Music Industry Hall of Fame, and continues 
to perform across North America.

JUNO Week will encompass seven days of music 
celebrations and popular events including Juno Cup, 
JunoFest, Juno Fan Fare and Songwriters’ Circle.

There will be no shortage of opportunities to enjoy 
music as Canadian music hits the streets of St. 
John’s during JunoFest with a two-night musical 
festival featuring more than 100 bands at 16 venues. 

Nearly half of the participants will be chosen locally 
to highlight Newfoundland and Labrador’s rich and 
diverse music scene, in addition to performances by 
2010 JUNO Award nominees and some of Canada’s 
national touring acts. The matrix of dates, artists, 
times and locations are posted on the JunoFest 
website (www.junofest.ca). One hundred JunoFest 
wristband holders will also be granted admission to 
two all-ages concerts at the Delta Hotel featuring 
2010 JUNO Award nominees. On Friday, April 16, 
Arkells and Metric take the stage and on Saturday, 
April 17, Alexisonfire performs.

Current readers can also enter to win Juno tickets and 
JunoFest wristbands by going to www.currentmag.ca. 

The St. John’s Host City Committee will puts its 
own stamp on JUNO Week, terming the slogan 
Ruckus on the Edge as the theme for all its unique 
and exciting local festivities planned which will 
focus on local music and musicians. There will be 
Gospel music at Cochoran Street Church, a classical 
composer showcase, Ruckus in the Round; songs 
from the Edge and a Rock Night Blast Off.  For 
more on these and other events you can go to www.
ruckusontheedge.com.

bryan Adams

April Wine

michael bublé
songwriters Circle participant and nominee, lights
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my sTylE tRevoR sULLivan
looKiN’ sTylish iN yoUR oWN bACKyARd
By stePhanie aBBott

The outfit
Trevor’s business casual outfit is comprised pretty 
much entirely of items purchased from William W. 
Chafe and Son store, located on Water Street. “I’ve 
been shopping there for years, especially for work 
clothes.” 

You can’t go wrong with black dress pants and shoes; 
especially when your job requires that you maintain a 
professional image every day, like Trevor’s does. 

Today, Trevor has chosen a button down dress shirt 
in a bold lime green shade. “I wear button up shirts all 
the time but it’s rare for me to wear a tie. I like to come 
across as professional, but not a machine.” 

Ties can make a suit look a little stuffier sometimes. 
The green colour is appropriate for work wear as it is 
one of the official colours of the Hanlon Realty brand, 
which is the company Trevor works for. He adds an 
interesting detail to the shirt by picking handmade 
cufflinks by local jeweller, Chris Karney. “They’re 
made out of beach rocks, which I thought was pretty 
cool. He has a shop at 114 Duckworth Street with all 
sorts of interesting pieces.”

 A pair of Ray Ban aviator sunglasses from the 
Sunglass Hut complete the look.

The style
As a real estate agent, Trevor usually works at least 
six days a week so for the most part he dresses in 
clothes that are work appropriate and professional. 
During rare downtimes, he tends to wear button up 
shirts with the sleeves rolled up and jeans or plain 
t-shirts.  

White dress shirts are a repeat purchase but Trevor 
has several in bolder, brighter shades, as well. For 
both casual and business looks, it’s important to 
Trevor to find things which set him apart from the 
crowd. “It’s good to make yourself different. I like to 
find things that not many people are doing. It keeps 
things from getting boring.” He likes to find unique 
pieces like a bomber jacket or an old admiral style 
jacket at thrift stores. 

style Advice
Trevor advises above all else to “be yourself. Let your 
style be a reflection of you and things will likely fall 
into place.” As well, he stresses the importance of 
“supporting local style.” There are tons of great locally 
owned businesses which sell high quality and unique 
clothing which will help to set you apart from the 
crowd. “We’re Islanders.” Supporting the community is 
something which has long been important to Trevor.

(709) 738 - 5293
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Angels and other 
fantasy beings, birds 
and many aspects of 
mother nature abound at 
Pots and Potpourri the 
newest exhibit by Toby 
Rabinowitz showing in 
the Annex Gallery at the 
Devon House.

Sitting on the lid of 
the Angels Wedding 

Ceremony Lidded Box (a stoneware piece about 12 
inches long and five or six wide) are 24 unique and 
individually made angels. Some are holding and 
exchanging stars others appear to be singing.

“When angels get married in my fantasy world they give 
each other stars and read poems, and when angels tell 
stories birds come to listen,” Rabinowitz shared.

Featuring various pieces of whimsical pottery, fantastical 
sculptures, expressionist paintings and abstract drawings, 
the exhibit holds a bouquet of bright colours and images 
for the imagination to run with.

Reoccurring in many of her pieces are images of angels 
and birds. Rabinowitz said she often finds birds flying over 
her when she is at home on her farm in Portugal Cove 
and calls them gentle creatures. “They’re kind of always 
around me, so I kind of repeat the things that are around 
me that I feel dear.”

At different points in her work other aspects of nature 
seem to stick out, such as fish and trees she explained.
“When I’m on the farm I’m always around trees, or when 
I’m going for a walk, and it reflects in my work. It always 
comes back.”

Her paintings have an expressionist feel to them, full of 
vibrant colours. Rabinowitz said colours come and go, 
sometimes repeating themselves like images do. “I try not 
to have favourite colours, but sometimes I do for awhile. 
For a long time I really liked blue but now I’m a little more 
pink and yellow. I really like yellow too.”

When creating a piece inspiration can come in a variety of 
ways, she added. “Sometimes I have an idea, sometimes 
I think about something for years and it’ll just come. 
Sometimes I’ve done a drawing. Sometimes I’ll be looking 
at older pieces I’ve done.”

She often reads books and snippets of inspiration will 
come from what she’s read and the piece will grow on 
from there.

“For example I could read a whole bunch of Chagall 
books (an abstract post-impressionist artist born in Russia 
in 1887) and the one thing I might find would be the colour 
blue.”

It’s taken about two years to create all the pieces, with 
working full time at it for the last four and a half months. 
Rabinowitz said she felt really good about the show.
“I didn’t think it was going to come together so well. The 
paintings matched the pottery and the drawings also fit in 
really well.”

Rabinowitz has a lengthy and impressive resume 
featuring various commissions and awards. 

In 2000 she won first place in two categories at the 
provincial Arts and Letters Competition, for both sculpture 
and black and white drawing.

In the 50 years the competition has been running only one 
other artist has done the same.

Pots and Potpourri will run in the Annex Gallery at the 
Devon House until April 24.

ART pots anD potpoURRi
PREsENTEd by ThE ANNEx gAllERy iN dEvoN hoUsE
By Charissa reeves

“Forest bowl”

“bainbowitz Tulip bowl”

“Angel Wedding Ceremony lidded box”
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Runtime: 128 minutes
«««1/2
  
What’s he gotten himself 
into? A recurring question 
facing the protagonist 
of the motion picture 
adaptation of Robert 
Harris’ best-selling novel, 
The Ghost. Reportedly, 
the author inquired 
something similar of 
himself before writing 

the book. Like many of his countrymen, he was an 
enthusiastic supporter of British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair, until the UK joined America in the invasion of Iraq, 
without first acquiring UN or NATO support. In addition 
to wondering what his nation’s leader had gotten 
his country into, the former journalist, like so many 
others, was probably intrigued by the PM’s unwavering 
commitment to the American President. The ensuing 
combination of disbelief and disillusionment, fuelling 
speculation and imagination, has recently resulted in 
a number of books and films, with many more sure to 
follow. In the case of Harris, the result is a story which 

suggests that questioning some of these events can be 
a most dangerous enterprise. 

On the surface, the protagonist has gotten into a 
lucrative gig to ghost write the memoirs of former British 
Prime Minister Adam Lang, who’s closely modeled on 
Blair. Although he only has a month, most of the work 
has been completed by one of Lang’s trusted staffers, 
who’s unable to finish due to personal misfortune. The 
enterprising scribe, however, whose name is never 
learned, promises to do more than simply compile the 
information to help the publishing company recoup 
some of its investment. He vows to get to the heart of 
the man, and produce a commercially profitable book. 
What he hasn’t counted on are the numerous incidents 
along the way which suggest that there’s something not 
quite right. Getting to the heart of the man is likely to 
prove more challenging than anticipated. 

Labels are often unfair to motion pictures, and the 
“thriller” stamp doesn’t serve The Ghost Writer well. 
Its slow, deliberate pace runs contrary to expectation 
and plot is not the prime consideration of co-writer/
director Roman Polanski. Nor are the mysteries and 
political intrigue, although they all contribute to a much 

greater whole. There is a brilliantly crafted experience 
that suspends audiences somewhere between 
suspicion and paranoia, curiosity and dread. It’s clear 
that something’s amiss, a nagging something, baiting 
inquisitiveness, and it’s probably just around the corner. 
It could be dangerous. 

In spite of this, it’s difficult to not find fault with the 
film. The performances are first rate all around, and 
Ewan McGregor has never been better cast, leaving 
the desire to have seen more interaction between the 
protagonist and any of the other characters, especially 
Pierce Brosnan’s Lang. Likewise, with the abundance of 
superb elements contributing to the story, some might 
prefer a more complex plot, or challenging mystery. 
Still, being left wanting more, and not less, is a rarity 
in contemporary commercial cinema, and with the 
trade-off being a uniquely engaging motion picture that 
is compelling from beginning to end, The Ghost Writer 
offers a couple of hours of entertainment that won’t 
leave you questioning what you’ve gotten yourself into.

Film the ghost wRiteR
sTARRiNg EWAN mCgREgoR, PiERCE bRosNAN ANd Kim CATTRAll
By tim ConWay

ComiCs

www.thelittleworld.net/blog

dATiNg ContRoveRsiaL oR thoUght pRovoKing 
somE dATiNg NoRm’s RECoNsidEREd
By tara lehman

Although not the intention, 
controversial is how some 
may describe this column.  
Their point being that 
people either hesitate to 
talk about these subjects 
or debate them. What’s the 
big deal? There doesn’t 
have to be a right answer 
and there’s nothing wrong 
with being single except 
when parents nag you for 

grandchildren. What qualifies as ‘controversial’ when it 
comes to dating? Here’s some topics that shouldn’t be 
uncomfortable to discuss, have fun debating with friends, 
although on some you may have to agree to disagree.

Where To meet New People: Online dating? Bar 

scene? Speed Dating? Blind dates? Some tag these ideas 
as desperate and that’s discouraging if you’re single. Don’t 
let negative opinions sway you because there’s no bad 
way to meet people as long as you’re having fun. After all, 
single people don’t tend to fall from the sky into your lap.

Who Asks Who: Does the woman ask the man out or 
is the man expected to make the first move? Stop playing 
games and grab the attention of who you’re interested in 
before it’s too late. Dating can be tough enough so why 
start off with this ridiculous dance?

money: Think before you speak because this is one of the 
touchiest of all. When you’re first dating, who pays for the 
meal or other dates you’re out on? Is it the old-fashioned 
route of men or the modern way of women footing their bill?

sex: This topic raises eyebrows. If you aren’t in a 

relationship, is it wrong to have sex anyway? It’s 2010 not 
1910, so don’t be ashamed if you are. Just be safe about it 
and ensure you can handle it emotionally.

living Together: When is it too soon to move in 
together?  There’s no timeline and you won’t know if living 
together is a good idea until you try. Doing someone’s 
laundry isn’t all it’s cracked up to be and don’t move in just 
because they help split the bills.

Thought provoking is my preferred way to describe the 
column, yet controversial topics can make an interesting 
read. Whatever the case, this column will hopefully make 
one person smile, and that makes it worth it!

Tara runs D8 Night, arranging speed dating events, blind 
dates, online dating consultations and more. Dial 740-3733, 
Facebook Group: D8 Night or www.lovediva.ca

Kim Cattrall and Ewan mcgregor on the set of The ghost Writer

Roman Polanski, director
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Homelessness is more shockingly prevalent then you may 
imagine or care to admit.  What’s even more frightening is 
that almost a third of the homeless population in Canada 
(or 65,000 people) are between 16 and 24. Too many 
people think the problem isn’t as big in this province, but it 
is 1,200 people ‘big’ - not to mention the 10,000 more who 
are at risk and the 80% who are considered to be what is 
known as hidden homeless.

Choices For Youth is one organization on a mission to 
change that, and shed light on this issue.  

Since 1990 the organization has provided housing 
and lifestyle development supports for youth in the St. 
John’s metro area.  They will be the recipient of funds 
raised through Sleep Out 120 - a five day (or 120 hour) 
campaign that will have individuals commit to living 
homeless.  That means seeking refuge in emergency 

shelters, abandoned buildings, a car, all-night coffee shop 
or outdoors - because they have no where else to go.

For the five days, participants will have only a backpack 
filled with: one change of clothes, one bar of soap, a pen/
pencil and journal, water bottle, pillow and sleeping bag. 
They will also have to keep up professional or academic 
obligations and cannot set up or accept any personal 
income. They may only use sanitation facilities which 
are publicly available and that doesn’t include ones any 
pre-existing membership would grant them access, like a 
gym.  They can only use internet in public areas such as a 
library, and even then are discouraged from utilizing it.

Of note as well is that the entire proceeds donated 
will go to the charity, with 5% or less devoted to the 
administration of the fundraiser.  People can donate at 
any site setup throughout the city for the five day period in 

high-traffic areas.  There will also be a film screening and 
silent auction hosted at the Corpus Christi Parish Hall 
on Waterford Bridge Road on April 7 starting at 7:30pm, 
halfway through the campaign.  They will be showing 
Homeless Like Me, a film inspired by at-risk youth 
presented by For The Love of Learning. More information 
can be found by looking up Sleep Out 120 on Facebook 
or at the Choices For Youth website,  
www.choicesforyouth.ca.

Transitions can be 
difficult, April 11 will mark 
the transition of Jane 
Maggs from actor to 
writer at the local debut 
of her play Until June at 
the newly refurbished 
LSPU Hall.

Until June is a bold 
original tragic comedy 
that explores how the 
people we love can 
alter our lives with their 
failings as much as their 
affection. The production 
includes a loaded 
line-up of top young 

talent featuring Maggs, Sue Kent and Mark O’Brien 
directed by Sherry White. To date, the members of 
this awesome foursome have starred in, written, or 
directed such major film, television, and stage projects 
as Hatching, Matching, and Dispatching, Republic 
of Doyle, M.V.P., Down to the Dirt, Gossip, Diverted, 
Crackie, Young Triffie’s Been Made Away With, and 
Nan Loves Jerry.

Set design is by Jamie Skidmore, lighting  by Robert 
Gautie, sound is done George Robertson and Laura 
Penny is the stage manager. 

Maggs spoke of the experience of combining writing 
and acting; “I have been mostly working on the 
transition from writer to actor, which is tougher than I 
thought it would be. Cause when you’ve written it, or 
at least when I’m the one who has written it, it’s a little 
tougher to believe in it.There’s an extra step. There’s 
the step of quietening the voice that is saying ‘that’s not 
real. It’s total crap. You made it up. I know you did.’ So 

I’m learning to shut that off; or at least tune it out.”

Until June is set in a small Newfoundland community 
with a saw mill and an apartment complex called 
Millview Manor. The scenes take place in a car, an 
apartment and in an abandoned park spanning three 
time periods the present, the recent past and the more 
distant past.

Maggs explains the importance of the timing, “Because 
the characters live completely in relation to the past, 
either stuck in it or actively avoiding it, it made sense 
to structure the play in a time shifting sequence...to 
either show a past event at a particular time (in present 
day) or avoid showing a certain event until much later 
when the characters had run out of ways to block it 
from memory. Eventually the structure comes crashing 
together as past catches up to present to make way for 
possible futures.”

The production is being made possible through RCA 
Theatre Company’s Significant Other Series (SOS), a 
program whereby new plays in development can be 

rehearsed and produced for audiences for the benefit 
of the playwright. The rehearsal process, with director 
and actors, informs the playwright of what’s working 
and what needs work. As well viewing a play with an 
audience can be very enlightening for a playwright to 
identify areas of the script that can be improved upon.

Until June received rave reviews at Summer Works 
Festival in Toronto and is being staged as a co-
production between The Resource Centre for the 
Arts Theatre Company, Maggs’ own company East 
of Reason, and Sherry White and Ruth Lawrence’s 
White Rooster Theatre. The run will open with a 
special preview on April 7 that will serve as a benefit 
for the Actors Fund of Canada - a charity providing 
emergency financial aid to cultural workers in difficult 
circumstances.

Performances continue until April 11, with show time at 
8pm. Tickets will be $25, and tickets for the preview will 
be $15. They can be purchased at Holy Heart Theatre 
Box Office – call 579-4424. Parental discretion is 
advised due to mature themes.

sLeep oUt 120
TAKiNg oN homElEssNEss, PARTiCiPANTs movE To ThE sTREETs
By Joshua Jamieson

UntiL JUne, a stoRy of two sisteRs
JANE mAggs dEbUT AT REFURbishEd lsPU hAll  
By deBBy Winters

    some sleep out 120 Team members 
(Photo: maria Constantine)

Jane maggs
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FRidAy, Apr 2          
Club One: Signal Hill
Junctions: At Ship’s End
Konfusion: DJ Sina
Liquid: Dr. Drake
Loft 709: Jump Smokers w/DJ Alligator 

and Remix ‘86
Spin: Funktastic Friday w/Leo van 

Ulden & Kid Cue
Stanley’s: Karaoke
Tol’s: Miss Conduct
Turkey Joe’s: Filthy Fridays w/ DJ Lex
Yuk Yuk’s: Roy Daye (Comedy at  

Club 54)

sATURdAy, Apr 3       
Club One: Signal Hill
Junctions: Aglid, Sorcerer, 

Frankenstone
Lottie’s Place: Jeff Lewis
Liquid: Mikey B, Steve Murray, Electro
Spin: Mike the Tailor
Stanley’s: Karaoke
Turkey Joe’s: Sexual Saturdays w/DJ 

Jaycee
Tols: Miss Conduct
Whalen’s: Tequila Rockingbirds
Yuk Yuk’s: Roy Daye (Comedy at  

Club 54)

sUNdAy, Apr 4             
Grumpy Stump: Karaoke
Kelly’s Pub: Fred Jorgenson
O’Reilly’s: Traditional Open Session w/

Alan Byrne
Shamrock City Pub: Arthur & Con 

O’Brien
Turkey Joe’s: Retro Sunday (Ladies 

Night) w/DJ Lex

moNdAy, Apr 5             
Greensleeves: Damian Follett
Grumpy Stump: Open Mic
Loft 709: Martini Monday’s w/DJ 

Diamond
O’Reilly’s: Larry Foley and Patrick 

Moran
Shamrock City Pub: Anthony 

MacDonald & Ronnie Power
Turkey Joe’s: Manic Mondays: Happy 

Hour All Night

TUEsdAy, Apr 6       
Auntie Crae’s: (Noon, free) Auntie 

Crae’s Band
Bella Vista: (8:30PM, $5) Sizzlin Salsa 

Tuesdays
Greensleeves: Damian Follett & Gary 

Gambin
Grumpy Stump: Karaoke
The Martini Bar: The Gambin Brothers
Shamrock City Pub: Connemara
Turkey Joe’s: Two for Tuesdays w/Carl 

Peters & Dave White

WEdNEsdAy, Apr 7       
Grumpy Stump: Karaoke
Greensleeves: Kronik
Junctions: Wild Wednesdays w/Dr 

Drake, DJ Fox
O’Reilly’s: The Bishops
The Fat Cat: Chris Kriby (acoustic)
The Rock House: (8:30PM, $5) Salsa 

On the Rock weekly salsa dancing
The Ship: Folk Night
Shamrock City Pub: The Navigators
Stanley’s: Karaoke
Turkey Joe’s: Wacky Wednesday’s w/

Dave White

ThURsdAy, Apr 8       
Liquid: Open Decks
Kelly’s Pub: Fred Jorgenson & Arthur 

O’Brien
O’Reilly’s: Acoustic Punters
The Dock: Stixx and Stones
The Martini Bar: DJ Mark Power
Shamrock City Pub: Middle Tickle
Tol’s: Mainline
Turkey Joe’s: Tropical Thrus w/DJ 

Chamba
Yuk Yuk’s: Pro/Am Comedy Slam
Yuk Yuk’s: Ron Josol and Lori 

Ferguson-Ford (Comedy Network)

FRidAy, Apr 9             
Club One: The Superstars 
Stanley’s: Karaoke
The Rock House: Stone Rogues
Tol’s: Mainline
Turkey Joe’s: Filthy Fridays with DJ Lex
Yuk Yuk’s: Ron Josol and Lori 

Ferguson-Ford (Comedy Network)

sATURdAy, Apr 10         
Club One: The Superstars
Loft 709: Dance League Saturday w/

DJ NuRock
The Martini Bar: The Vibe
Spin:  Seamless Saturday w/Mike the 

Tailor
Stanley’s: (10PM) Karaoke
The Rock House: Said the Whale
Tol’s: Mainline
Turkey Joe’s: Sexual Saturdays w/

DJ Lex
Yuk Yuk’s: Ron Josol and Lori 

Ferguson-Ford (Comedy Network)

sUNdAy, Apr 11       
Greensleeves: Damian Follett
Grumpy Stump:  Karaoke
Kelly’s Pub: Fred Jorgenson
O’Reilly’s: Traditional Open Session w/

Alan Byrne
Shamrock City Pub: Arthur & Con 

O’Brien
Turkey Joe’s: Retro Sunday (Ladies 

Night) with DJ Lex

moNdAy, Apr 12             
Cochrane St. United Church: Gospel 

Night (Ruckus on the Edge event)
Grumpy Stump: Open Mic
Greensleeves: Damian Follett
O’Reilly’s: Larry Foley & Patrick Moran
Shamrock City Pub: Anthony 

MacDonald & Ronnie Power
Turkey Joe’s: Manic Mondays - Happy 

Hour All Night

TUEsdAy, Apr 13             
Auntie Crae’s: (Noon, free) Auntie 

Crae’s Band
Bella Vista: (8:30PM, $5) Sizzlin Salsa 

Tuesdays
Grumpy Stump:  Karaoke
Greensleeves: Damian Follett & Gary 

Gambin
The Martini Bar: The Gambin Brothers
Shamrock City Pub: Connemara
Turkey Joe’s: Two for Tuesdays - “2 for 

1” w/Carl Peters & Dave White

WEdNEsdAy, Apr 14       
Grumpy Stump: Karaoke
Junctions: Wild Wednesdays w/Dr 

Drake, DJ Fox
The Martini Bar: Acoustic Trio 

Wednesday with Stixx and Stones
The Ship: Folk Night
Shamrock City Pub: The Navigators
Stanley’s: Karaoke
Turkey Joe’s: (10PM) Wacky 

Wednesdays w/ Dave White

ThURsdAy, Apr 15       
Delta: Rock Night Blast Off (Ruckus on 

the Edge event)
Liquid: Open Decks
Majestic Theatre: Jazz & Blues Night 

(Ruckus on the Edge event)
Masonic Temple: Fusion Fashion
O’ Reilly’s: Acoustic Punters
The Dock: Stixx and Stones
The Martini Bar: DJ Mark Power
Shamrock City Pub: Middle Tickle
Turkey Joe’s: Tropical Thursdays w/ DJ 

Chamba
Yuk Yuk’s: Pro/Am Comedy Slam
Yuk Yuk’s: Stephen Patterson (Host of 

CBC Radio’s The Debaters)

What To do?            
(For Artists)
Neighbourhood Dance Works – Call for 

Submissions: 21st Festival of New 
Dance (September 2011).  Deadline: 
April 15, $20 processing fee; for 
additional info, email ndw@nfld.net.

Female accompanist/singer wanted for 
writing/performing project gtr.&/or 
piano abilities,good pitch, harmony 
sense a must lyric writing also an 
asset. Email aewpike@hotmail.com

Anna Templeton Centre (Duckworth) 

contact for info re: adult and youth 
classes, workshops

Clay Cafe (39 Commonwealth Ave, 
Mount Pearl 745-2345): open til 9PM

Devon House Clay Studio - open studio 
times, contact for info

For The Love of Learning Call for 
Submissions for its 4th anthology 
of fiction and art. Emerging artists 
between 15-35 can submit poetry, 
stories and visual art. Call 722-8848 
or visit www.fortheloveoflearning.org

gAllERy lisTiNgs  
The Craft Council Gallery (Devon 

House, Duckworth Street; www.
craftcouncil.nl.ca)

Leyton Gallery Exhibit (www.
theleytongallery.com)

The Rooms: (www.therooms.ca 
Wednesdays 6pm-9pm & first 
Saturday/month, Nov-May are Free, 
9 Bonaventure Ave. 757-8000)

sPECiAl EvENTs lisTiNgs
Good Friday Fish and Brews Breakfast 

(First United Church, Apr 2, 8am) 
$10 Adults/$5 Children.

Diary of a Wimpy Kid Challenge (AC 
Hunter Library, Apr 7-10) Hands 
on Felting Fun with expert Bonnie 
Johnston (for 7-9 yrs); Storytimes, 
crafts and more! Space is limited. 
Call 737-3953 to register.

Antony Christie (St. John’s Public 
Library, Apr 8, 7pm) Poetry Reading.

Raoul R. Anderson & John K. Crellin 
(St. John’s Public Library, April 13, 
7pm) Discussing history and writing.

Juno Cup (Jack Byrne Arena, Apr 16, 
7:30pm) Teams of Rockers and NHL 
Greats face off. www.admission.com

JunoFest (100 Bands, 16 Venus, Apr 
16/17) www.junofest.ca for info.

Juno Fan Fare (Village Mall, Apr 17, 
12pm) Free autograph session with 
Juno nominated artists.

Juno Songwriters Circle (Arts and 
Culture Centre, Apr 18, 1pm) 
Featuring stories and performances 
from six artists, hosted by Dallas 
Green.

Spring Thaw Raffle Draw (Rabbittown 
Theatre, Draw: April 10) for WestJet 
tickets, tickets $5 each or 3/$12 
email rabbittown@nf.aibn.com.

Wellness & Yoga Workshops (Apr 29 
- May 2) Yoga, Meditation, Guided 
Imagery, Coping with Change; 
visit www.alivewithyoga.ca or call 
754-2425.

Comic Jam (Hava Java, last Monday of 
every month, 7PM, free)

St. John’s Farmers’ Market (Saturdays, 
10AM-2PM), Lion’s Club Chalet, 
Mayor Avenue

Hurling Training on-going weekly. 
Indoors. Contact Brendan Toland at: 
Cabot_Hill_Hurling_Club@yahoo.ca

Free Internet: Love of Learning offers 
free internet and computer use for 
resilient youth between 15 and 35 
years old, noon to 6pm, weekdays 
in the basement of the Gower Street 
United Church. For more info, visit 
www.fortheloveoflearning.org or call 
Darcy at 722-8848.

For The Love of Learning (weekdays, 
12pm-6pm, Free to youth 15-35): 
99 Gower Street. Classes in world 
religion, philosophy, folklore, art, 
theatre, resume-building. Free lunch 
at 1PM (722-4846)

Mall Walkers’ Club: (Avalon Mall, 
Thursdays, 8:45am) (737-2333)

The Pottle Centre: (323 Hamilton 
Avenue, social and recreational 
programs for users of mental health 
services) 753-2143

Seniors Bridging Culture: (Seniors 
Resource Centre, Thursdays, 
2pm) Tea, guest speakers, and 
conversation (737-2333)

Seniors Friendship Club: (Seniors 
Resource Centre, Fridays, 2pm 
737-2333)

Shambhala Meditation Group: (Billy 
Rahal Fieldhouse, rear Elizabeth 
Towers) Free meditation practice. 
Call 576-4727 or visit http://stjohns.
shambhala.org

Traditional Latin Mass: (Our Lady of 
Mercy Convent, Sundays, 9am) 
Use side door facing the Basilica, 
Latin/English resources supplied. 
For information call 726-6727 or 
722-4842, or email unavoce.sopc@
gmail.com

St. John’s City Council Meeting: (City 
Council Chambers, 4th Floor, 
Mondays, 4:30pm) Public welcome, 
see agenda www.stjohns.ca, posted 
Friday afternoons

Overeaters Anonymous: If your eating 
habits are making you unhappy and 
putting you at risk for serious health 
problems, you can do something 
about it. Call 738-1742 or  www.oa.org 

Tango On The Edge - Argentine Tango: 
(Thursdays 8:30-10:30, RCA Club, 
10 Bennett Ave) All welcome.

It’s never too late to Quit Smoking              
Are you planning to reduce or 
quit smoking? You only have to 
be thinking about it. Ask about a 
personal or group presentation.  
All participants receive a Coping 
Kit.  Phone Paula at the Seniors 
Resource Centre NL at 737-2333 or 
1-800-563-5599

lisTiNgs what’s on!
ChECK oUR loCAl EvENTs CAlENdAR

Get Plastered!
Specializing in casting
pregnant tummies 
& Baby Bummies

AlexandraÊBaird,ÊBFA
(709)743-0059
plastered.casting@gmail.com
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It is safe to say that yes, 
putting your hand down your 
pants and then smelling 
your fingers in public (even 
if it is high school, as it 
was for the person who 
witnessed and wrote in to 
share it) is bad etiquette. 
But in other sexual 
situations, proper etiquette 

is less clear. And so, thanks to those who wrote in with your 
own sexual etiquette dilemmas after my first sex etiquette 
column in the last issue, here is Doing It Right, Part II.

lending porn
If lending porn (apparently guys do this, personally it seems 
a little weird but hey) make sure to rewind. No one needs to 
know which scene sent you over the edge. If you’re lending 
magazines, remove pages that are stuck together.  

dealing with the wet spot
“Delightfully Drippy” raised this age-old dilemma. Some 
folks keep a roll of TP by the bed. But the TP always gets 
stuck to the sheets and it’s a pain to get off and you end 

up with little bits of it all over the place. Others like to grab 
something from the hamper and use it to soak things up 
or to lie on if you’re both up for some snuggling and don’t 
exactly want to kill the mood. King-size beds are good for 
this dilemma because there’s enough bed space that you 
can move to a new part for cuddling. Condoms are still one 
of the tidiest ways to avoid this altogether. 

introducing sex toys
Bringing toys to bed can be hot. But it can be sensitive 
territory introducing them for the first time. Hauling in a 
three-foot dong and saying, “Hey honey, look what I’ve 
got! ” isn’t so cool. Start small and quiet. And girls, if you’re 
bringing in your favourite plaything, you should at least try 
to make it look like you want him to get involved. Let him 
run the controls while you operate the machinery.

saying the wrong name in bed
If you’re in year two or three of the relationship and you say 
the wrong name, you better have a good excuse or a comfy 
couch. Early in the game however, screaming the wrong 
name in the heat of passion is a little more excusable. It 
can even be funny. A clever comeback helps. “No sweetie, I 
said your lips are like Rubies…” Even if she doesn’t believe 

you, your quick wit will hopefully charm her. Hopefully. It 
might not be a bad idea to follow this up by shouting her 
name ten times at the top of your lungs. 

Falling asleep during the act
Apparently, this happens with alarming regularity given the 
number of people who wrote in with this. Having heard of 
sexual ennui, this seems a little extreme. However, should 
you find yourself having a little trouble staying awake due 
to extreme fatigue or, more commonly it seems, extreme 
imbibement, the only thing to really do is apologize 
profusely and have a laugh. What are you gonna say: 
“Oh honey, you relax me so much with that thing you do, 
you put me right to sleep.” Oh, that’ll make him feel like a 
real stud! And the thing is, if your sex is so boring that it 
is putting you to sleep, you don’t want to encourage him. 
Then there’s the person who wrote in and said that falling 
asleep while a guy’s going down on you, for example, 
means it doesn’t count and you must insist he do it over. 

Very cute but a little cheeky given you’re the one who 
passed out. Better to apologize and offer to make it up to 
the person the next morning when you’re well rested.

It was a rock ’n roll dream 
come true: backstage to 
meet Joan Jett at the Vans 
Warped tour in the summer 
of 2006 when suddenly 
her producer and business 
partner Kenny Laguna 
invited us to join Joan 
onstage with her band The 
Blackhearts. Thousands of 
rock fans screamed their 
faces off as we stood stage 
right with Jett centre stage. 
Exclaiming, “wow, this is 
pretty fucking cool!” to my 
friend Jamie.

To be honest, my favourite rock stars have always been 
women: Tina Turner (28 concerts seen), Chaka Khan, 
Heart, Debbie Harry, Cyndi Lauper, Carole Pope, Janis 
Joplin (the first-ever female rock star), Bette Midler and 
Stevie Nicks. That’s because their narratives, in life, 
love and song, speak to me, whereas the lyrics and life 
experiences of most straight men rarely do. That’s also why 
these iconic women rockers have huge gay fan bases. As 
Chaka once told me, “When I’ve been in need, when things 
weren’t going well, the gay community always bailed me 
out. They’re my most loyal friends and following and they 
have a special place in my heart.” And so it is with Joan Jett 
– just don’t ask her if she’s gay. Trust me.

Joan’s first band The Runaways – whose meteoric rise 
is nicely captured in Canadian photographer and director 
Floria Sigismondi’s terrific eponymous biopic currently in 
theatres – kicked in rock’s door back when The Clash and 
The Ramones were the bomb. “They were allowed to do 
what young girls [in the 1970s] weren’t allowed to do back 
then, which was play aggressive rock’n’roll,” Sigismondi 
told me this week. Sigismondi knows what she’s talking 

about: She’s directed music videos for everybody from 
David Bowie, Interpol and Marilyn Manson to Björk, Muse 
and The Cure. Her husband, Lillian Berlin, is lead singer of 
American alt-rock band Living Things. And she’s a woman 
in a business still run by men. “It’s opening up,” says 
Sigismondi, 45. “But [I fought sexism], especially in the 
beginning. My parents always encouraged me and I moved 
beyond it. My attitude was, ‘Everything is possible.’”

In The Runaways, Sigismondi explores that era’s 
chauvinism and showbiz sexism. Things were so bad back 
then that Ann Wilson wrote Heart’s 1977 million-selling hit 
single Barracuda after she discovered her record label’s 
(Mushroom Records) attempted publicity stunt falsely 
claiming she and her sister Nancy were lesbian lovers. At 
the Montreal Jazz Festival a couple of years ago, Bonnie 
Raitt told me she had to put up with the same old crap too. 
“Linda Ronstadt, Emmylou Harris and I hung out in L.A. in 
the ’70s. It was a great scene and community. [But] youth 
still matters and sex sells no matter what decade it is.”

In The Runaways, the girls’ famed sleazebag manager Kim 
Fowley – today 70 and pushing a new all-girl project called 
Black Room Doom – drilled his teenaged protégés in his 
rock ’n roll boot camp. “I’m going to teach you how to think 
with your cocks!” Fowley tells them in the film, bemoaning 
an upside-down 1970s glam-rock scene where “boys are 
leaving lipstick on each other’s cocks!” Fowley screams 
at them, “This is not about women’s liberation – it’s about 
women’s libido!” What Fowley really means, of course, is 
that it’s all about men’s libidos.

As Jett told me the summer of ‘06 in Montreal, “I love rock 
’n roll, but the business – it’s like any business. It definitely 
qualifies more and more under ‘show business’ as this 
‘reality’ mentality takes over the world. It’s not great. They 
still don’t give girls in rock any recognition. All these years 
after The Runaways and the business still hasn’t changed.”
And Fowley clearly doesn’t give a shit. “Every movie needs 

a villain and I’m a good one,” he recently told the Los 
Angeles Times.
Which is one reason why, perhaps, Jett has always 
downplayed her own sexuality. But while Jett executive-
produced this film based on lead singer Cherie Currie’s 
memoir Neon Angel, and was also on the set for almost the 
entire shoot, Sigismondi says she was given carte blanche 
to explore Jett and Currie’s bisexual relationship. “There 
was no resistance,” Sigismondi says. “I discovered they 
were best friends and the 1970s were experimental times.”

As bassist Maya Ford of The Donnas told me after her band 
opened for The Blackhearts a couple times, “[Jett] was 
backstage making out with some [female] groupie.”

But Dakota Fanning (who plays Currie) and Kristen Stewart 
(who plays Jett) say they couldn’t care less – a kiss is a 
kiss. Love is love. Lust is lust. And their Hollywood sex 
scene isn’t exploitation the way Kim Fowley exploited The 
Runaways. Besides, it also makes for one of the hottest 
on-screen smooches in Hollywood history.

Now that’s another rock ’n roll dream come true!

The Runaways is currently playing in theatres. Also, artists 
confirmed (so far) for this summer’s Lilith Fair tour include 
Heart, Sheryl Crow, Mary J. Blige, Erykah Badu, Indigo 
Girls, Emmylou Harris, Loretta Lynn, Corinne Bailey Rae, 
Jill Scott, Norah Jones, Sarah McLachlan, The Bangles and 
The Go-Gos. Wow! Keep an eye on www.lilithfair.com for 
upcoming Canadian dates.
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