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Canada isn’t perfect.  
Between the stereotypes 
of a wishy-washy, toque-
wearing population, absurd 
“51st State” references 
and a robotic Prime 
Minister, the old girl’s got 
her share of blemishes.  

That being said, there are numerous reasons to shed a 
self-deprecating image and proudly wave Canadian flags: 
maple syrup, Georges St. Pierre, former Prime Minister 
Trudeau’s debonair womanizing, RCMP officers who show 
Christ-like compassion if they catch you with negligible 
amounts of certain leafy narcotics. All Canadian. 

However, the true source of Canada’s pride is music.  And 
at the forefront of this Can-Rock campaign is the king of 
disillusionment, Matthew Good. 
 
Matt Good, formerly of Matthew Good Band, has been solo 
since 2002. Despite fighting a gauntlet of personal demons, 
including addiction, bipolar disorder and a broken marriage 
(all recounted on 2007’s highly personal and wrist-cuttingly 
grim Hospital Music), he continues to push forward on 
2009’s Vancouver. 

 “Last Parade” was an obvious frontrunner for the first 
single. Familiar, yet completely original, the ominous, slow 
piano leads into an undeniably catchy guitar line that invites 
listeners old and new to the table. And even though Good 
sings about feeling “like we’re taking pictures of a tidal 
wave / on the shore, grinning, a hundred feet away” there’s 
an inclination to nod, sing along and actually feel good.  

Good’s experimentation with the boundaries of rock 
continues on Vancouver, with the atmospheric tracks “The 
Boy Who Could Explode,” the closing, nine-minute opus 
“Empty’s Theme Park” and “Great Whales of the Sea” 
– which, fittingly enough, contains a loop of actual blue 
whales. 

“Fought to Fight It” hearkens back to the glory of 
Underdogs and Beautiful Midnight, when there was still 
a “Band” at the end of Matthew Good’s name.  Similarly, 
“US Remains Impossible” begins with sliding lead guitar 
and Good’s eternally pessimistic perspective (“Come on 
over, you’ll regret it / Drive you nuts, if you let it”), until the 
chorus breaks free and he yearningly declares the track’s 
title phrase. 

The crux of Matt Good’s appeal is in his work’s balance: 
music that’s original and limitless, yet inviting and familiar; 
lyrically, comparing kids playing with guns to the reality of 
sending the nation’s children to war (“Silent Army in the 
Trees”) is smart, insightful and often dreary terms, without 
being pretentious, overbearing or pointlessly gloomy; and 
within the 4-minute span of “On Nights Like Tonight” Good’s 
voice alternates between the a newborn’s vulnerability and 
the venomous strike of a rattlesnake.  

On Vancouver, Good makes it clear that Canada, the world 
and life in general are less than ideal; he’s experienced 
more than his fair share of it.  That said, listeners are lucky 
to have Matt Good to say it out loud for everyone to hear, 
and to also be blessed to be in a country that allows this 
freedom of speech. That’s one thing to be proud of.

A new organization is 
coming together in the 
province and it’s for those 
who like to dance. Sparked 
by the realization that 
dance was the only area 
of the arts not represented 
by a sectoral organization 
in Newfoundland and 
Labrador, the group was 
officially born in September 

of this year. DanceNL is 
just off the ground and ready to take on its first project; The 
DanceNL Road Map.

The purpose of DanceNL is to create a link to dancers. 
Once that’s established, networking will be easier 
throughout the entire province. This will create awareness 
for all aspects of dance ranging from traditional and ballet, 
to tap, jazz, ethno cultural dance and contemporary. The 
channel will also reach people involved from all angles 
including performers, teachers, scholars and enthusiasts.

Kristin Harris Walsh grew up in Toronto but has been living 
in the province for 12 years and is amazed by how much 
the dance scene has grown. Kristin is now the Chair of the 
Founding Board of Dance NL and is enthusiastic; “We have 
a vibrant, exciting dance scene here!” 

The biggest benefit that will come from Dance NL is the 
awareness and support of dancers and dance activities. 
Kristin believes that for Dance NL, the possibilities are 
endless. Long term, the organization will oversee the 
development of programs, professional development, 
training, advocacy and education. 

The DanceNL Road Map is the first project, after which 
there will be a directory of dancers in Newfoundland and 
Labrador compiled with information available online, 
creating a connection with the various dance scenes 
throughout the province and an awareness of DanceNL to 
dancers and the general public.

“There is a desire for dance to be integrated into the 
education system” Kristin shares. “People want to see 
more dance in K-12 schools. DanceNL will establish 
priorities over the coming months, based on the needs of 
the dance communities and see how we can help.”
At the moment volunteers run the founding board of Dance 
NL and it’s too soon to tell whether the new organization 
will create any jobs. In the next few months the founding 
board will come up with membership options and begin 
contacting potential members. 

Interested in getting involved with DanceNL? 
Email info@dancenl.ca or visit www.dancenl.ca.

DANCE ChECk US oUT oNliNE 
www.CURRENTmAg.CA

DancenL
 
By gary Moore

kristin harris walsh

Diana leadbeater with Dance Nl

matthew good

SoUNDS MaTThew GOOD – VancOuVer (2009)
CANADiAN iSN’T All bAD
By Jonny Hodder 
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The days are getting 
longer and the nights, 
colder. Newfoundlanders 
have numerous ways to 
escape the bitter winters 
and reading is one of the 
best. Grab a cup of cocoa 
(does anyone really drink 
cocoa, how about some 
hot chocolate?), cozy up 
by the fire and check out 
some titles that will keep 
you toasty. Two recent 
picks are: Rumrunners by 
J.P. Andrieux and Fish for 
Dinner by Paul O’Neill.

Rumrunners is an interesting piece of history, that may never 
have been explored. It was during the prohibition in the 
United States between 1919 and 1933. During this time, St. 
Pierre was loading liquor on boats and selling it to pubs in the 
States. Did you know this was happening? Little St. Pierre, all 
alone in the ocean, profiting massively from one of the “most 
powerful” countries in the world. The people of St. Pierre 
stopped fishing because they were making enough money to 
get the booze in gear for the ships to the States.

Rumrunners is full of relevant pictures, bringing the stories 
to life, creating a realistic understanding of what actually 
happened. Organized crime became involved with rum 
running and Al Capone himself was in St. Pierre at one point. 
He left is hat there and there is a pretty sweet snap of it 
available in Rumrunners. 

Andrieux describes each 
boat run as a historical 
event, and just that. It’s very 
interesting, but yet it’s not 
written like a novel. Each 
story gives the quality of 
booze and a list of vital 
information – like you 
would expect in a historical 
document. But Rumrunners 
isn’t like all the other stories 
of the past, it’s coverage of 
incidents no one else would 
have looked into, forces 
the question to all other 
historical writers, why not? 

Booze, scandal, organized crime – all the elements every 
reader loves about reality. 

Fish for Dinner by O’Neill is completely different from 
Rumrunners, but it’s always good to switch things up when 
the weather is unpredictable. Fish for Dinner is a compilation 
of old tales with a Newfoundland twist. Like a view of Hans 
Christian Andersen’s fairytales, with our culture, words and 
what’s familiar intertwined with fantasy. 

O’Neill works with a childish atmosphere, every story ending 
with a moral, recognizing what’s right from wrong – but with all 
the elements Newfoundlanders can relate to easily. Everyone 
already knows the stories that include witches, goblins and 
all the gore. O’Neill starts new traditions that can be told in 
our homes, with a cup of tea and a box of purity crackers. So 
settle down with some sweet reads, ignore the weather and 
get lost in history, whether it be realistic or fantastical.

woRD UP ruMrunners anD Fish FOr Dinner
woRDS To gET loST iN ThiS wiNTER
By gina gill  
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167 Water Street  Tel: (709) 722.9432 Fax: (709) 722.9437
For Men’s and Ladies Quality Outerwear since 1983.

Special Racks of 
Men’s & Ladies Shearling Jackets

1 Week Only
Thursday, October 22nd - Wednesday, Oct. 28th

Buy early before the snow flies

30% off

See store for details

New Inventory
Arriving Daily

New Inventory 
Arriving Daily
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In one word, “How do 
you feel about climate 
change?” That’s how 
David Noble opened 
his presentation at the 
Johnson Geo Centre. This 
fully loaded question was 
startling, and personally 
the answer is: Intimidated. 
David Noble is the founder 

and principal of 2degreesC – a consultancy, based in 
Canada, dedicated to advancing collective action and 
transformational change in response to the global climate 
crisis. The name 2degreesC comes from the year it was 
started, 2003. In that year a common response to climate 
change was: the global temperature is forecasted to rise by 
2 degrees Celsius. 

David came to St. John’s delivering his message to a full 
house which left standing room only. In attendance were 
people of all ages who are very passionate and acquisitive 
to share in David’s message. To get the audience loosened 
up for what proved to be a very moving evening, David had 
everyone singing out loud as the words scrolled across the 
screen to Happy Song on Global Warming written by Jill 
Sobule.

The presentation went through a 2008 journey, called Cape 
Farewell. Traveling on the expedition was a group of 40 
people that consisted of artists, scientists and musicians 
(including Feist and KT Tunstall) who sailed through the 
extraordinary Disko Bay - a body of water off the western 
coast of Greenland. David shared pictures of icebergs and 
glaciers, sharing there are some glaciers melting 34 meters 
a day! President Obama was referenced for his “Yes We 

Can” attitude. David was bright to show how that can be 
adopted as a solution to climate change. “We can point the 
fingers at governments and business’ but we need to be 
apart of the change as well,” David explained.

The presentation opened with the question; “How do you 
feel about climate change?” After listening to David’s 
80-minute presentation, followed by an intense question 
and answer forum - “intimidated” has turned to “inspired.” 

The 2degreesC presentation was everything it promised 
to be: enlightening, informative and chilling. The message 
was clear and is summarized with a quote from Mark 
Edwards that opened and closed the evening; “If you are 
part of the silent majority, you have to find your voice.”

Hedwig and her band, the 
Angry Inch, took to the 
stage at the Rockhouse 
and those in attendance 
witnessed a performance 
they won’t soon forget. 
Hedwig, played by Brad 
Hodder, and her back-up 
singer/lover Yitzhak (Janet 
Cull) appeared with “the 
Angry Inch” made up 
of Michael Arbou, Phil 
Churchill, Matthew Hender 
and George Robertson. 
The jaded transgendered 

rocker reveals details through an extended monologue 
delivered to the audience between songs. 

The narrative is helped along by images projected onto a 
screen behind the band. She explains how Hansel “a mere 
slip of a girlie boy” from East Germany, became Hedwig, 

“Internationally ignored” singing sensation. Hansel thinks 
he’s found an easy way out of Germany and into America 
when he agrees to a marriage with his lover, Luther. 
Hedwig leaves part of himself behind in Germany, however, 
and is left with “an angry inch” after a badly botched sex 
change operation. Luther is repulsed and Hedwig is left 
alone in a trailer park. She turns to music and eventually 
falls for a young man who’s to become a star as well, 
Tommy Gnosis. 

Tommy becomes a sort of pupil for Hedwig but in the end, 
student surpasses teacher and she’s forced to witness her 
ex’s success, while she plays in shady clubs. On the night 
of the Angry Inch’s current show, Tommy happens to be 
appearing just down the street and sounds from the concert 
can be heard periodically. 

“Hedwig and the Angry Inch” (often compared to “The 
Rocky horror Picture”) offered much more depth than 
anticipated. Campy drag was expected but the raw emotion 
offered wasn’t. This show is going for more than laughs, 

although there are plenty. The play is, among other things, 
a quest for identity and individuality. Hedwig manages to 
maintain a twisted optimism despite scars of her former life. 
It proves to be a thought provoking musical, albeit one for 
adult audiences only. The score is forceful and the band 
as a whole delivers a passionate rendition of each song. 
A great deal of range is required as the music veered from 
hard rock to softer folk to country and the band more than 
met the challenge. 

The passion of the musicians was tangible. Brad Hodder is 
at his best as Hedwig. His phenomenal performance was 
as hilarious as it was heart wrenching, especially during the 
climax when he performs as Tommy Gnosis. Janet Cull, as 
Yitzhak, the under appreciated lover, didn’t have quite as 
much of a character to work with but boy can that girl sing. 
The bar-venue gave an authentic air to the performance; 
a formal sit down theatre wouldn’t have easily allowed 
the audience to be pulled into Hedwig’s world of regret, 
passion and music.

Read this and see if it sounds familiar: “Walking into the 
room the weight of sickness was in the air. There were 
people slouched in chairs looking absolutely miserable. 
One lady, barely fit between the arms of the chair, sat 
coughing and wheezing. Next to her sat a man of equal 
size who was rubbing his tired, swollen knees wondering 
on how much cartilage he had left (making sure to alternate 
the chocolate bar). There was also a thin young woman 
who looked like the Hunchback’s lost sister. Her spine 
was so curved; she was probably 3 inches taller than she 
looked. To her left sat a mother, squinting her eyes from 
the light, rubbing her head to reduce the tension headache 
she’d had for the past 3 weeks.”

Did you think that this room was in a doctor’s office? 
No, this is the scene at a downtown St. John’s office. 
Surprised? 

With issues in society such as these, a solution is 
desperately needed. 

So where do you search for the ultimate answer to the 
health and wellness? Pick up the latest version of Men’s 
Health or maybe follow Opera’s latest diet trend? No, this 
won’t do. The type of exercise and nutritional plan that 
works great for one person won’t necessarily work for 
another. Everyone’s health and wellness map should look 
individualized; circle pegs won’t fit into square holes! You 
need to see specialists that can guide you to your goals. 

For example, if you want weight loss or pain prevention 
have you spoken with a Kinesiologist, Dietician and 
Massage Therapist? If you have been injured, have you 
spoken with a Physiotherapist, Occupational Therapist or 
Chiropractor? 

People are constantly looking in the wrong places for the 
right answers.  While magazines and television shows look 
appealing with thin, toned, beautiful people plastered all 
over them, the reality is that this isn’t a “one size fits all” 
situation! Find out what your body needs are, not what Dr. 
Phil, Opera, the Biggest Loser or Joe Model needs! So 
this week get individualized. Go find the right person and 
discover the right answers for your body! Salus Life can 
help with that, email info@saluslife.ca.

EvENT 2DeGreesc
AN EvENiNg wiTh DAviD NoblE 
By gary Moore

REviEw heDwiG anD The anGrY inch 
C2C ThEATRE, DiRECTED by ChARliE TomliNSoN
By StepHanie aBBott

hEAlTh whO Ya GOnna caLL? 
hEAlTh-bUSTERS?
By peter BarBour
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Theresa, Karen and Maureen Ennis, known as The Ennis 
Sisters, have spent time finding themselves and their 
music. Theresa decided to pursue a solo career and left in 
2007. Karen explains, “It just seemed logical [to change our 
name]. Even when Teresa was in the group, we considered 
taking out ‘sisters.’ We still wanted to keep our family name 
and didn’t realize it would cause confusion. People still 
refer to us as The Ennis Sisters because I guess that’s 
what we are.”

Karen and Maureen, now known simply as Ennis, spent a 
year in Nashville, returning home with a refreshed outlook 
and a new album - Lessons Learned, marking a return to 
their musical and family roots. Explaining the album Karen 
says, “after Nashville we understood what we had to do. It 

was this experience that made us realize we had to start 
trusting ourselves more and we had to take full control of 
our career and music.”

Ennis is proud to return to their folk roots. Their goal 
was reflect themselves as musicians and to highlight the 
influence of Newfoundland’s unique culture. The tracks 
feature traditional instruments like the whistle, fiddle and 
accordion making it familiar and comforting. 

Maureen along with Mark Murphy wrote all but two songs 
over two years and says, “It was the first time I experienced 
the dreaded writer’s block. I learned to not be so hard on 
myself and that I can’t force inspiration. The song will be 
written when the time is right. I began to heal when we 

wrote “Sing You Home” (about cousin Steve Brocklehurst 
who passed away last October). I enjoyed the writing 
process and loved watching each song come to life.”
Ennis finishes their Provincial Tour in St. John’s at the 
Arts and Culture Centre on December 6, with $5 of tickets 
and CDs sold going towards the Community Foot Sharing 
Association. Lessons Learned is available on www.
ennismusic.com, iTunes and local music shops.

The outfit

A banana republic sweater 
in bright blue was picked 
out by a friend because of 
the colour. “It brings out my 
eyes,” Andrew laughs. “I’ve 
got like thirty sweaters. 
They’re easy to just pull 
on with pants. My style is 
very basic, simple.” His 
jeans were picked up in 
Florida at DKNY. His fossil 
watch is also from Florida 
and a pair of plain, black 
leather shoes completes 
the classic look.

The Style

Andrew’s style is best described as functional. He likes 
to wear clothes that can transition easily from a day at 
school to a night downtown. He sites TV’s Dr. House as 
style inspiration, “except for the sneakers.” Blazers are a 
favorite to wear out for their fashion value, “I like the extra 
pocket space they give me.” When it comes to making 
clothing decisions, Andrew admits that the “comfort value is 
high.” Preferring stores like Banana Republic and Lacoste. 
Andrew tends to buy most of his clothes while out of town, 
but does shop at stores like Winners and Alpine Country 
Lodge when in St. John’s.

Repeat buy

White dress shirts are an item that Andrew tends to buy 
over and over. “Rum and coke stains, that’s a fact.” As well, 
he often buys the same jeans in different shades because 
he likes the way they fit. DKNY and Nautica are two 
favorite places to get denim.

Style Advice

Andrew suggests that guys planning on a dress shirt for a 
night out forgo the popped collar. “In fact, don’t double up 
the popped collar. That’s just twice the mistake.” 

SoUNDS

my STylE

ennis reTurns hOMe 
SomE “lESSoNS lEARNED” AND A PRoviNCiAl ToUR
By deBBy WinterS

The Ennis Sisters

anDrew 
cOLLinGwOOD
ClASSiC CoNSERvATivE
By StepHanie aBBott
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“Happiness is having energy to keep up with my grandkids.”

Visit our website for the club nearest you: www.nubodysfitness.com

Looking for 
faster results? 
Ask about our 

Personal Training
packages!

  

Now you can find that happiness! From new strength, greater flexibility,

weight loss, stress relief, improved self-esteem, more energy, a balanced

mind and body and so much more! Achieve it all this fall at Nubody’s.
*When you join on an annual membership. Offer expires October 31, 2009. Certain conditions apply. See club for details.

Join now with $0 down and no payments for 30 days*

Sponsored by USENIX, the UNIX and Advanced Computing
Systems Technical and Professional Association, and SAGE,
the System Administrators Guild.

One on One Private Yoga
with a program designed specifically

for you

www.novayogaonline.com
Contact Melanie 754.4985

NOVA YOGA
WHAT DO YOU NEED?

INVIGORATE - CLEANSE - ENERGIZE - STRENGTHEN - RELAX - RELEASE
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Christmas is a time for families and for traditions.  One 
custom is to enjoy the many carols and hymns that make 
it so enjoyable. The Barra MacNeil’s bring their traditional 
music and family atmosphere to St. John’s with their 
annual Christmas show featuring a skillfully performed 
collection of seasonal favorites complete with captivating 
vocals, harmonies and extraordinary musicianship. They 
will perform selections from both of their popular Christmas 
CD’s as well as a variety of vocal and instrumental 
favorites. The tour has fast become a tradition for many in 
the Atlantic Provinces and may become a Newfoundland 
tradition as well. 

The Barra MacNeils’ live concert experience brings much 
to the stage with multiple lead vocalists, beautiful sibling 
harmonies, skilled instrumental prowess on a wide variety 
of acoustic, stringed, percussion and wind instruments 
blended with dancing, storytelling, Gaelic songs and a 
journey through an ancient culture; it’s family entertainment 
at its best. Steeped in Celtic tradition and musical artistry, 
this diverse and talented family group continues to 
wow audiences with their captivating and extraordinary 
musicianship.

The group is made up of the MacNiel Siblings; Kyle 
(vocals, guitar, violin, mandolin), Lucy (vocals, bodhran, 
Celtic harp, fiddle, step dancing), Sheumas (keyboards, 
piano, bodhran, fiddle, bouzouki, vocals), Stewart (vocals, 
accordion, tin whistle, flute, bouzouki, guitar, step dancing), 
Boyd (mandolin, fiddle, guitar, banjo, percussion, step 

dancing), and Ryan (keyboards, percussion, uillian pipes, 
tin whistle, bodhran, step dancing) with Jamie Gatti on 
bass. 

As a group, the siblings are widely regarded as one of the 
greatest live acts in the Celtic world. Hailing from Sydney 
Mines, Cape Breton Island, Nova Scotia, the family is 
deeply rooted in Celtic music, culture, dance, language 
and history. Their numerous critically acclaimed recordings 
have included their original songs as well as tried and true 
standards. In 2009 and into 2010, the group has released 

two new live recordings intended to represent both sides 
of what the Barra MacNeils bring to stages the world over. 
The two live CD’s, In Concert and In Session, cover the 
instrumental and vocal material performed in concerts while 
also touching on lesser known material from their more 
formative years and more informal musical gatherings.
The Barra MacNiels will perform their Christmas Concert 
at George Street United Church on Saturday December 
12 at 8pm.  Tickets are $30 each and available at the Holy 
Heart box office 579-4424. For more information visit www.
barramacneils.com.

CovER

American/Foreign Beer Brands: All those brands produced by the 
American and Belgium owned companies operating in Newfoundland. 
Local Beer Brands: All brands produced by Quidi Vidi Brewery 
namely; QV Light, QV Lager,1892, Eric's Red, Honey Brown, Iceberg 
Beer and Cranberry Cloud.  Note: Quidi Vidi Brewery is NOT a 
supporter of Greenpeace.  Americans and Belgium's ARE.

Who do you Support?

Contenders:
Weight:
Reach:
Class:
Home Town:
Age:
Purse:Purse:
Odds:

American Brands 
Big Guy
Global
Rich
Foreign 
200 Years 
$200,000,000.00/yr $200,000,000.00/yr 
99% of Market

Local Brands 
Small Guy
Local
Poor
Newfoundland and Labrador
14 Years 
Beer sales in NBeer sales in NL 
1% of Market

See www.newfoundlandpride.org for details.

chrisTMas FaMiLY enTerTainMenT
bARRA mACNEilS bRiNg ChRiSTmAS CoNCERT To ST. JohN’S
By deBBy WinterS
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We offer yoga to everyone.
Classes include:

286 Torbay Road,  Coaker’s Meadow Plaza
722-YOGA (9642) www.ShaktiYogaStudio.ca

easTern eDGe’s siLVer sOiree/GOLD PLaTe cOMPeTiTiOn
EASTERN EDgE’S 25Th ANNivERSARy AND ThE golD PlATE ComPETiTioN
pHotograpHS By KariS draKe

SNAPS

cleared plates, happy tummiesGold Plate athletes

noreen and crew  
at the silver soiree

sharon and a friend at the  
Gold Plate competition

Karl wells and his Gold Plate Guests

Temporary Medalist

silver soiree celebrators!

seamus O’regan at the Gold Plate

Aatha Flow - Seniors - Kids (3 to 5)
Prenatal - Mom & Baby
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Film

SoUNDS

PiraTe raDiO
STARRiNg Tom STURRiDgE, PhiliP SEymoUR hoFFmAN, bill Nighy, AND NiCk FRoST 
By tiM ConWay

TeGan anD sara - sainThOOD
ExPloRiNg CRUShES AND ThE PURSUiT oF lovE
By JoSHua JaMieSon

ComiCS

116 min.
«««

Often in motion pictures, 
when young folk hit a 
snag in life, parents (or 
in this case, a single 
parent) send them off to 
spend time with relatives. 
The usual destination is 
the bucolic countryside, 
where simple, practical 
kin guide confused youth 
though some complexities 

that have set them astray, and in jig time they’ve got 
themselves sorted out. Young Carl probably has no such 
relatives and is left with the guidance of his godfather, 
Quentin. This lands him far from pastoral fields of green, 
and instead on a ship, anchored off England’s coast, in 
international waters. It’s the mid-1960s and a number of 
pirate radio stations have sprung to fill the gaps of BBC 
Radio’s music program. Quentin operates Radio Rock, 
which broadcasts popular music, 24 hours a day.

 Having had no father figure, Carl undergoes what could 
be considered “male immersion.” Sure, he’s attended 
all-boys schools, but now, he’s in the company of men. 
Unfortunately, none of them on an individual basis stands 
out as the ideal candidate to shepherd a young man into 
adulthood. But remember, this is a situation of last resort, 
so for Carl, it’s a matter of sink or swim.
 
Word seems to travel quickly from across the ocean to 
these parts and shortly after The Boat That Rocked was 
released in the UK, buzz about the film began to build 
here. This kind of interest could work to the advantage 
of European films if so many fans didn’t presume these 
pictures would never play locally. Unfortunately, those fans 
scanning the Friday listings are likely to be disappointed if 
they’ve not been made aware that the title of the film was 
changed for a North American release. In this case, The 
Boat That Rocked has become Pirate Radio.
 
One would expect a film of this nature would be 
an unrestrained celebration of irreverence, even 
rebelliousness, but for the most part the story is fairly 
conventional. Think of Almost Famous adapted to an 

extended episode of WKRP. Coincidentally, the news 
announcer seems to be a clone of Les Nessman. While 
on the topic of television’s influence on the characters, 
Kenneth Brannagh, who plays a British Cabinet Minister 
determined to shut down Radio Rock, in supposedly 
parodying a particular civil servant of the day, appears to 
be doing a fair job at channeling the better known Basil 
Fawlty.
 
It’s a bit tame, familiar and occasionally too contrived, but 
it has its moments. Offering solid performances from the 
cast, and benefiting from the chemistry between them, 
Pirate Radio delivers an entertaining couple of hours, 
especially for those who’ve been waiting for The Boat That 
Rocked.

The album, Tegan and Sara’s sixth studio effort, is said to address 
secular themes of devotion, delusion and exemplary behaviour in the 
pursuit of love and relationships.  Sainthood was supposedly inspired by 
the emotional longing and quiet actions that folks hope will get noticed 
by their crushes as well as romantic ideals.  Notably, Sainthood is also 
the first time Tegan and Sara have worked together, having co-written 
every track with only three exceptions that also involved Hunter Burgan 
(AFI’s bassist).

Consequently, those tracks – “Don’t Rush,” “The Cure” and lead single, “Hell” happen to be some of the 
albums strongest tracks.  Another star track called “On Directing” has a happy go lucky feeling that’s 
reminiscent of a high school romance and fumbling through the first time.  Oppositely “Alligator” could 
easily have come after the realization that the romance didn’t quite have the depth initially accounted for, 
as they sing “Rattled yes, it’s true, alligator tears spilled / Run around / I’d sooner die without.”

One of Sainthood’s closing tracks, “The Ocean,” also seems to be ‘after the fact’ but more from the 
perspective of the other side with the message to hurry up and get over things.  “Someday” is a bit more 
hopeful and ends the album on a lighter note, suggesting that one day the confidence will be there to 
maybe, “write something I might want to say to you some day.”

Sainthood is a great album that is inspiring, putting forward creative sounds with though provoking lyrics.
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It’s not getting back to basics – ABC is actually an acronym 
for Anything But Chardonnay. A 2008 book by Laura 
Holmes Haddad and earlier articles in the late nineties were 
maligning the “oh so popular” grape.

The chardonnay wave has subsided, but still popular, it’s not 
uncommon to hear people asking for a glass of Chardonnay 
instead of checking the wine list. Much of the negativity 
heaped upon the poor Chardonnay is because for the past 
twenty years, wines made from Chardonnay have been the 
cornerstone of North American wine culture. The backlash 
is mainly due to cheap Chardonnay based wines from 
California and Australia, which were – and a good few still 
are – over-oaked and too “buttery.” Vast amounts of these 
mediocre wines are consumed by the trend conscious public 
and not surprisingly Jancis Robinson wrote that Chardonnay 
was, “without question the most sought-after varietal in the 
World today.”

There are more options now and Pinto Grigio seems to be 
stepping into the fold as the next wine to meet the fate of 
Chardonnay; also Sauvignon Blanc, to a lesser extent, is 
becoming more popular and widely available at bars and 
restaurants. The Chardonnay wave caused wine writer Oz 
Clarke to mention that some wine drinkers view it as: “the 
ruthless colonizer and destroyer of the World’s vineyards 
and the World’s palates,” because many wine growers 
started to replace their vineyards of local grape varieties with 
Chardonnay to satisfy global thirst.

So, to a certain extent the ABC criticism is justified, but 
it can’t be forgotten that some of the best white wines in 
the World are Chardonnay based. Practically all white 
Burgundies are Chardonnays - Chablis, Chassagne 
Montrachet, Meursault and Corton Charlemagne for 
instance, as well as the Macons. Spectacular wines which 
are a great match with many dishes and are full of depth. 

California has some great Chardonnays and don’t forget 
that one, Chateau Montelena from Napa Valley, outscored 
some of the best Burgundies in the famous blind tasting 
of 1976 at the Academie du Vin in Paris (watch the movie 
“Bottleshock”). But these wines are a departure from those 
usually available by the glass.

What’s the attraction with Chardonnay? Again, to 
quote Robinson: “In Chardonnay is one of the happiest 
combinations: the grower loves to grow it, the wine maker 
lives to fashion it and we all love to drink it.” Most other white 
grape varieties are essentially hands-off and don’t like to be 
tampered with, leaving the wine maker fewer choices about 
style, but chardonnay can be made to match market demand 
or have a distinct signature from the wine maker.

Chardonnay can grow in places other varieties will not do as 
well in and it’s like a white canvass for a wine maker. It can 
be made oaked (heavy or light), unoaked, sur lie (getting 
flavour from the dead yeast cells stirred regularly while 
the wine is aging, by a technique called batonnage) and 
malolactic fermentation (which makes it buttery).

Why do so many people like the New World Chardonnays? 
Mostly, because they’re easy to drink.  Other white wines 
might be an acquired taste, but New World style “chard” is 
full, ripe, fruity and smooth. Naturally high alcohol gives it a 
sensation of sweetness and low acidity results in an absence 
of tartness. The flavours range from lemon and apple for 
cooler climate Chardonnay to melon, peach and pineapple 
for the warmer climate versions.

Learning to enjoy your own company is part of the 
balancing act when single, and one way is to spend time 
in your kitchen.  This is a place to be creative with flavours 
you love and no one to impress, which can be refreshing!  
In the same amount of time it takes to wait on Chinese or 
pizza delivery, because that’s the typical route for singles, 
a whole meal can be cooked.  While you’re at it, stop using 
the dining room table as dumping grounds for papers and 
coats and enjoy the meal there rather than on the couch 

watching TV. Pull up a chair, light candles, turn on the 
tunes and you’ll be relaxing and dining in single-hood style!

When the oven mitts are out, the realization will come that 
cooking isn’t always time consuming.  The simplest meals 
can be best.  What can take more time is deciding what 
to make and ensuring you the right ingredients are on 
hand. You’ll sort those things out along the way and in the 
meantime, remember:

Cooking for a crowd can be intimidating, so you’re 
improving your skills; If you screw up, no one notices. 
The dog will eat it regardless; Making one big meal gives 
you leftovers; Dining out is more expensive; and you’re in 
control of how healthy the meal is.

To quote my friend Cam: “If you’re single, you should be 
focused on making yourself feel good as that’s what will 
attract others. Obviously that’s not the primary reason to 
eat well, but it is an important consideration.”  Go ahead - 
stick that positive reminder on your fridge!

Good food is the way to anyone’s heart, so sharpen your 
knives and impress your next date with your new-found 
culinary skills.  More importantly, thrill yourself with the 
accomplishment of a great meal while enjoying the best 
company you could ever find:  Your own!  For more local 
inspiration, there are great cookbooks ‘for one’ at The 
Bookery / Sweet Relic and divine recipes on www.karlwells.
com.  Love Diva’s advice?  A splash of wine enhances any 
meal whether it’s in the pan, your glass - or both

a.B.c.
ANyThiNg bUT ChARDoNNAy
By Jennifer Murray

Schloss vollrads Riesling - A Chardonay Alternative 
and it could be just perfect for a date!

DATiNg sPLash OF wine
ARE yoU yoUR owN DiNiNg PARTNER?
By tara leHMan
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FRiDAy, Nov 27       
CBTGs: The New Zazou
Club One: The Insiders
D. F. Cook: Under the Influence
Dusk: DJ OTG
Greensleeves: Greg Bolger & Chris 

Marshall
Loft 709: DJ Mayehem
Mile One: American Voices
Spin: Funktastic Friday w/Leo van 

Ulden & Kid Cue
Shamrock City: Middle Tickle
Stanley’s: Karaoke
The Fat Cat: Overlay / Queen’s Maid / 

The Reluctant Showmen
The Rock House: Welcome to the 

Jungle
The Ship: Fred Eaglesmith
Tols: Route One
Turkey Joe’s: Filthy Fridays w/ DJ Lex
Yuk Yuk’s: Chris Quigley

SATURDAy, Nov 28       
Club One: The Insiders
Cochrane St. United: Wintersong
Dusk: DJ OTG
Greensleeves: Chris Ryan, Chad 

Murphy & Paul Turner
Konfusion: DJ Big Frank
Liquid: Mikey B, Steve Murray, Electro
Loft 709: Blend w/DJ Nu Rock
Mile One: Puddle of Mudd
Shamrock City: Middle Tickle
Spin: Seamless Saturday w/Mike the 

Tailor
Stanley’s: Karaoke
The Fat Cat: Physical Graffiti
The Rock House: Chris Kirby & the 

Marquee, The Repartee
The Ship: Fred Eaglesmith
Tols: Route One
Turkey Joe’s: Sexual Saturdays w/DJ 

Jaycee
Yuk Yuk’s: Chris Quigley

SUNDAy, Nov 29       
Greensleeves: Des Gambin
Grumpy Stump: Karaoke
O’Reilly’s: Traditional Open Session w/

Alan Byrne
Turkey Joe’s: Retro Sunday (Ladies 

Night) w/DJ Lex

moNDAy, Nov 30       
Greensleeves: Damian Follett
Grumpy Stump: Open Mic
Loft 709: Martini Monday’s w/DJ 

Diamond
O’Reilly’s: Larry Foley and Patrick 

Moran
Turkey Joe’s: Manic Mondays: Happy 

Hour All Night

TUESDAy, Dec 1       
Auntie Crae’s: (Noon, free) Auntie 

Crae’s Band
Bella Vista: (8:30PM, $5) Sizzlin Salsa 

Tuesdays
Greensleeves: Damian Follett & Gary 

Gambin
Grumpy Stump: Karaoke
Loft 709:  Hip Hop Tuesday w/Paddy 

Greene & Shawn Goldz
Turkey Joe’s: Two for Tuesdays w/Carl 

Peters & Dave White

wEDNESDAy, Dec 2      
Grumpy Stump: Karaoke
Greensleeves: Kronik
Junctions: Wild Wednesdays w/Dr 

Drake, DJ Fox
Loft 709:  Retro Wednesday with DJ 

Sina
The Rock House: (8:30PM, $5) Salsa 

On the Rock weekly salsa dancing
The Ship: Folk Night w/Sherry Ryan
Stanley’s: Karaoke
Turkey Joe’s: Wacky Wednesday’s w/

Dave White
Yuk Yuk’s: New Talent Night

ThURSDAy, Dec 3      
Greensleeves: Unlisted
Liquid: Open Decks
The Dock: Stixx and Stones
Tol’s: Three-Way
Turkey Joe’s: Tropical Thrus w/DJ 

Chamba

FRiDAy, Dec 4       
Greensleeves: Chris Ryan, Blaine 

Lambe & Ronnie Power
Loft 709: DJ Mayehem
Stanley’s: Karaoke
The Ship: Skydiggers, Rose Cousins, 

Texas Chainsaw, Les Domestics
Turkey Joe’s: Filthy Fridays with DJ Lex

SATURDAy, Dec 5      
Distortion: Hardliner
Greensleeves: Chris Ryan, Blaine 

Lambe & Ronnie Power
Loft 709: Dance League Saturday w/

Paddy Greene
Spin:  Seamless Saturday w/Mike the 

Tailor
Stanley’s: (10PM) Karaoke
Turkey Joe’s: Sexual Saturdays w/

DJ Lex

SUNDAy, Dec 6
Greensleeves: Des Gambin
Grumpy Stump:  Karaoke
O’Reilly’s: Traditional Open Session w/

Alan Byrne
Turkey Joe’s: Retro Sunday (Ladies 

Night) with DJ Lex

moNDAy, Dec 7      
Greensleeves: Damian Follett
Grumpy Stump: Open Mic
Turkey Joe’s: Manic Mondays - Happy 

Hour All Night

TUESDAy, Dec 8      
Auntie Crae’s: (Noon, free) Auntie 

Crae’s Band
Bella Vista: (8:30PM, $5) Sizzlin Salsa 

Tuesdays
Greensleeves: Damian Follett & Gary 

Gambin
Grumpy Stump:  Karaoke
Turkey Joe’s: Two for Tuesdays - “2 for 

1” w/Carl Peters & Dave White

wEDNESDAy, Dec 9      
Greensleeves: Kronik
Grumpy Stump: Karaoke
Junctions: Wild Wednesdays w/Dr 

Drake, DJ Fox
The Rock House: (8:30PM, $5) Salsa 

On the Rock weekly salsa dancing
The Ship: Folk Night w/Allan Ricketts
Stanley’s: Karaoke
Turkey Joe’s: (10PM) Wacky 

Wednesdays w/ Dave White
Yuk Yuk’s: New Talent Night

ThURSDAy, Dec 10       
Greensleeves: Unlisted
Liquid: Open Decks
Turkey Joe’s: Tropical Thursdays w/ DJ 

Chamba

whAT To Do?            
(For Artists)
Anna Templeton Centre (Duckworth) 

contact for info re: adult and youth 
classes, workshops

Clay Cafe (39 Commonwealth Ave, 
Mount Pearl 745-2345): open til 
9PM

Devon House Clay Studio - open studio 
times, contact for info

Paragon Press is accepting 
submissions for the third instalment 
of Paragon Journal (release in 
Spring 2010) Deadline: January 15, 
2010 Email submissions as a Word 
attachment to: paragoncollection@
gmail.com

Women’s Work Festival Call for 
Submissions (January 4, 2010) 
A Works-In-Progress Play 
Reading Series To be produced 
by RCA Theatre, She Said Yes!, 
and White Rooster Productions 
in celebration of International 
Women’s Week, March 2010 www.
shesaidyestheatre.ca

gAllERy liSTiNgS  
The Craft Council Gallery (Devon 

House, Duckworth Street; www.
craftcouncil.nl.ca) Now showing: 
Breaking Point by Jason Holley 
and 400: An Exhibition celebrating 
Cupids

Leyton Gallery Summer Exhibit (www.
theleytongallery.com)

The Rooms (www.therooms.ca) 
Unrequited Death: Helen Gregory 
(opens Dec 4); The Inner Rooms: 
The Peoples’ Collection (Dec 11); 
Ice Flows & Sound Retreats: Jan 
Kabatoff (Dec 18); Dark Horse: Greg 
Bennett (Dec 18)

Irish Connections (Peter Lewis Gallery, 
ongoing) 15 new oil paintings done 
in Northern Ireland 722-6009

Aurora Dance of Spirits (The Red 
Ochre Gallery, Nov/Dec) New works 
by gallery artists. Info at www.
redochregallery.ca or call 726-6422.

SPECiAl EvENTS liSTiNgS
50th Anniversary of the Provincial 

Archives (The Rooms, Nov 20, 
10am/2pm) Info: call 757-8000 or 
visit www.therooms.ca

Pippy Park 25th Anniversary Luncheon 
(Admiral’s Green, Nov 25, 12pm) 
Tickets are $20 in advance or at the 
door, please contact Mike at mike.
manning07@gmail.com.  

A Crafty Little Christmas (Program 
Room, A.C. Hunter Library, Nov 
25 or Dec 1, 7pm) Create your 
own organza butterfly. Register at 
737-3950 Limited Space Available. 
FREE

Canadian Cancer Society Annual Craft 
& Bake Sale (St. Peter’s Parish, 
Nov 28, 9am – 3pm) Morning coffee 
will be served.  If you would like to 
donate items or baked good to the 
sale please contact us at 753-6520 
or visit our website at www.cancer.ca.

Ian Rob Workshops (2nd Fl. Arts & 
Culture Centre, Nov 28/29) Singers 
and Stories; Sing Around This One: 
An Interactive Song Circle; Tis The 
Season: Christmas Repertoire.  $20 
/ $15 for students per workshop or 
$50 for all three. Call 722-2863.

Ian Rob Performance (Rabbittown 
Theatre, Nov 29, 8pm) $20 or 
$15 for students and workshop 
attendees, tickets at Fred’s and 
O’Brien’s Music Store.

Barra Macneils – Christmas Concert 
(George St. United Church, 
Dec 11/12, 8pm) Tickets at Holy 
Heart or call 579-4424 Info: www.
barramacneils.com

Seniors’ Appreciation Tea (AC Hunter 
Library, 2nd Fl., Nov 27, 2pm) 
Special guests incl. Margaret 
Hitchens, Dave Wilson & Wince 
Coles. There will be draws for book 
prizes & light refreshments will be 
served. All staff is encouraged to 
attend.

Comic Jam (Hava Java, last Monday of 
every month, 7PM, free)

St. John’s Farmers’ Market (Saturdays, 
10AM-2PM), Lion’s Club Chalet, 
Mayor Avenue

Hurling Training on-going, Saturday 
afternoons at Mount Pearl 
Intermediate rugby grounds. Contact 
Brendan at Cabot_Hill_Hurling_
Club@yahoo.ca , or rosshoulihan@
yahoo.com for more details.

Free Internet: Love of Learning offers 
free internet and computer use for 
resilient youth between 15 and 35 
years old, noon to 6pm, weekdays 
in the basement of the Gower Street 
United Church. For more info, visit 
www.fortheloveoflearning.org or call 
Darcy at 722-8848.

For The Love of Learning (weekdays, 
12pm-6pm, Free to youth 15-35): 
99 Gower Street. Classes in world 
religion, philosophy, folklore, art, 
theatre, resume-building. Free lunch 
at 1PM (722-4846)

Mall Walkers’ Club: (Avalon Mall, 
Thursdays, 8:45am) (737-2333)

The Pottle Centre: (323 Hamilton 
Avenue, social and recreational 
programs for users of mental health 
services) 753-2143

The Rooms: (Wednesdays 6pm-9pm 
/ First Saturday/month, Nov-May 
Free admission, 9 Bonaventure Ave. 
757-8000)

Seniors Bridging Culture: (Seniors 
Resource Centre, Thursdays, 
2pm) Tea, guest speakers, and 
conversation (737-2333)

Seniors Friendship Club: (Seniors 
Resource Centre, Fridays, 2pm 
737-2333)

Shambhala Meditation Group: (Billy 
Rahal Fieldhouse, rear Elizabeth 
Towers) Free meditation practice. 
Call 576-4727 or visit http://stjohns.
shambhala.org

Traditional Latin Mass: (Our Lady of 
Mercy Convent, Sundays, 9am) 
Use side door facing the Basilica, 
Latin/English resources supplied. 
For information call 726-6727 or 
722-4842, or email unavoce.sopc@
gmail.com

St. John’s City Council Meeting: (City 
Council Chambers, 4th Floor, 
Mondays, 4:30pm) Public welcome, 
see agenda www.stjohns.ca, posted 
Friday afternoons

Overeaters Anonymous: If your eating 
habits are making you unhappy and 
putting you at risk for serious health 
problems, you can do something 
about it. Call 738-1742 or visit www.
oa.org 

Tango On The Edge - Argentine Tango: 
(Thursdays 8:30-10:30, RCA Club, 
10 Bennett Ave) All welcome.

liSTiNgS whaT’s On!
ChECk oUR loCAl EvENTS CAlENDAR
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Like Barbies and 
Easy-Bake Ovens, sex 
toys are thought of as 
girl playthings. Cory 
Silverberg thinks this is 
a shame. The certified 
sexuality educator 
and a worker-owner of 
Toronto’s Come As You 
Are sex shop says boys 
can enjoy toys too. 

what are some ways guys can get pleasure using 
a vibrator?
Cory Silverberg: Vibrators aren’t made for certain 
bodies, they just move fast so skin, muscle, and 
nerve endings respond. So guys can get pleasure 
using them externally. But a lot of vibrators for guys 
are also designed for penetration, which is something 
more men are exploring. Men can have orgasms 
from vibration alone and are so used to one type of 
stimulation; vibrators can be powerful enough to take 
them over the top in a completely different way.

what are some social and psychological barriers 
stopping men from experimenting?
CS: Most men are raised with a very narrow 
understanding of what it means to “be a man.” And 
anything that doesn’t fit into that tiny box is a no-no. 

So the biggest barrier is that vibrators are perceived 
as something for women. Nothing could be more 
untrue. The other significant barrier is the belief that 
if a guy enjoys anal pleasure it means he’s gay. 
But sexual behaviours are not the same as sexual 
orientation. 

what if a guy wants to experiment but is 
worried how his partner will react? 
CS: It should start with communication. You don’t 
necessarily want to bring it up during sex but you 
might start a conversation based on something 
you read or saw online. And talking about sex toys 
can actually help partners unpack some of the 
assumptions that may be holding them back from 
intimacy or pleasure.

what if a woman wants to introduce her male 
partner to the idea?
CB: If she has her own vibrator she can introduce it 
into their sex play together. Once a guy gives himself 
permission to feel a vibrator on his body, he usually 
responds positively (but not always, everyone’s 
different). You could also take him to a sex store, just 
to look, and then talk about it afterwards.

what toys would you recommend?
CS: It depends, but you want to get a toy that’s strong 
enough, since most men are used to a lot of friction-

style stimulation. An ideal vibrator is the Hitachi 
Magic Wand ($70), as its multi-purpose and very 
strong. You can also buy attachments for it that are 
safe for penetration. A popular ring style is the Mini 
Double Dolphin ($42), which has two motors, one 
for the guy wearing it and one for his partner. There 
are lots of great high-end sex toys for men. Bo ($85) 
is a Swedish designed rechargeable vibrating ring 
from Lelo. It runs for four hours on a single charge 
and is the most powerful vibrator of its kind. For solo 
men, the Naughty Boy ($72), made of silicone has a 
removable motor, which makes it easy to clean.

looking for your stories!
Working on her sixth book, a sex guide for couples 
with no time on their hands, Josey’s looking for 
personal (not embarrassing) stories. If you have 
funny, serious or touching anecdotes or stories 
in any of these categories, please send them to: 
letters@joseyvogels.com. Names and identities 
will be changed upon request. Most memorable: 
Seduction by your partner; Kiss from your partner; 
Massage; Hand job; Oral sex; Intercourse; Sexual 
position; Anal sex; Sexual fantasy (either acted upon 
or not); Roleplay; Experimentation with sex toys; 
Extreme play (bondage, spanking, sensation play); 
Spiritual encounter (through breathing, touch, Tantric 
practices).

“Baby, I’m an activist 
in the shower!” famed 
Texan author Pat 
Califia-Rice shared a 
decade ago, before 
she transitioned from 
a lesbian woman into 
a bisexual trans man. 
Pat is now Patrick 
Califia, and is the former 
Advocate sex columnist, 

marriage therapist, sex radical and queer icon. He’s 
been giving speeches in Ottawa, Toronto and Montreal, 
including the keynote “Is It Radical to be a Man?” at 
McGill University.

“Nobody should be a man – the world won’t be okay 
until men stop existing,” says the FTM (female-to-male) 
Califia. “It was actually pretty hard for me to transition 
on days when I felt like I was going to join those who 
spit on the sidewalk and look up women’s skirts. But 
one of the exciting things about being an FTM is the 
possibility of creating new forms of masculinity and 
addressing society’s mistreatment of boys and its crazy 
expectations of men.”

You’d think the gay community would be more disposed 
to support trans rights than straight people, because 

both battle a heterosexual establishment. But Califia 
was outraged when much of the U.S. gay community 
didn’t want trans rights included in last year’s ENDA 
(Employment Non-Discrimination Act) bill.

“I felt betrayed,” Califia says. “I ought to expect it, 
though. Every minority that wins a little bit of power 
uses it to step on somebody else. I’ve never seen 
this pattern change. Human beings continue to be 
prejudiced and afraid of the ‘Other,’ even if they are 
an ‘Other’ to somebody else. The gay men’s leather 
community is going through a hard time with growing 
visibility of transmen. Ever since publicly visible 
FTM, Billy Lane, ran for International Mr. Leather, 
organizations have taken different positions about 
including transmen.”

This past summer Gene Simmons of KISS shared his 
thoughts about Chastity Bono transitioning into a man. 
“I love Chas, I was living with Cher when Chas and [her 
brother] Elijah were kids and I was a substitute dad for 
a while. Life is short and we should all make up and 
be happy. And everybody else be damned if Chas isn’t 
happy today, God bless. If Chas is happy, then she will 
have found the secret of life.”

Chas now calls himself Chaz, and Califia knows what 
it’s like to transition in the public eye. “He already had to 

go through Cher throwing a homophobic fit. Now I get 
the distinct impression Cher is equally unhappy about 
the gender change. And I think most of the negative 
publicity has been about the fact that Chaz is fat and 
not a pretty girl. Being in the public eye makes this 
whole process hell; transition is not fast. He has about 
ten years of changes to go through before he knows 
what kind of man he’s going to be.”

One of those changes is ingesting testosterone. For 
Califia, whose landmark 1988 book Macho Sluts was 
just reissued by Alyson Books, “taking testosterone did 
change the way I process porn. It really did. I became a 
lot more interested in photographic and video material. 
I also looked at it more often and responded to it more 
strongly and quickly. Testosterone made it easier to get 
aroused and made my orgasms stronger.”

Califia also notes, “I never respected [the powerful 
physical component of gender] before I took 
testosterone and felt it rewire my brain. I notice that I 
am more comfortable with confrontation now. I speak 
my mind more readily. I am less nervous in situations 
where physical violence might take place. I don’t like 
it, and I’m not good at it, but I will face it when it comes 
my way.” It may not be radical to be a man but, as 
Califia readily admits, “It feels very weird sometimes 
and like a guilty pleasure.” 

my mESSy 
bEDRoom

$3 bill

BOY TOYs 
iNDUlgE yoUR NAUghTy boy iN SomE vibRATiNg FUN.
JoSey vogleS

MachO sLuT 
CAliFiA: “mAlE PRivilEgE iS AN UNwElComE ARTiFACT oF TRANSiTioNiNg”
By riCHard Burnett pHoto Credit: MarK l. CHeSter
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