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Five Points to Team Yellow! 

“Happiness is having energy to keep up with my grandkids.”

Visit our website for the club nearest you: www.nubodysfitness.com

Looking for 
faster results? 
Ask about our 

Personal Training
packages!

  

Now you can find that happiness! From new strength, greater flexibility,

weight loss, stress relief, improved self-esteem, more energy, a balanced

mind and body and so much more! Achieve it all this fall at Nubody’s.
*When you join on an annual membership. Offer expires October 31, 2009. Certain conditions apply. See club for details.

Join now with $0 down and no payments for 30 days*
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Considering the abundance of gory horror fi lms which 
are always a part of the Halloween season, one would 
assume that it would be diffi cult to arouse much 
response from such a desensitised audience. This 
was not the case at the opening night performance of 
The Woman in Black, adapted by Stephen Mallatratt 
from the book written by Susan Hill. The most recent 
ghostly offering from Rabbittown theatre provided 
plenty of chills and a good scare without having to 
rely on blood and hacked up body parts.

The audience entered a dimly lit theatre with a 
sparsely set stage upon which a man sits head 
bowed intent on leafi ng through a manuscript. It is 
revealed that this man, played by Steve O’Connell, 
has enlisted the help of a seasoned theatre 
professional, Aiden Flynn, to help him properly tell a 

tale of a sinister encounter as a sort of catharsis to 
free himself from haunting memories. As the reserved 
lawyer proves to posses little in the way of acting 
prowess, a role reversal ensues with Flynn’s director 
now acting out the horrible events of the play within 
the play. O’Connell assumes multiple roles as the 
supporting cast to the story. Present and past become 
intertwined as the story unfolds.

The action moves to a small town where the big 
city lawyer has been sent to settle the estate of a 
reclusive widow, recently departed. The townspeople 
are reluctant to even discuss the widow’s death, let 
alone go anywhere near her house. The tension 
builds around the protagonist’s solitary visits to the 
deserted home and his need to recount the story 
soon becomes clear.

The intimate space at Rabbittown Theatre is the 
perfect setting for a two-man show such as this. 
The actors worked extremely well together and 
both gave polished, professional performances. 
The superb acting, coupled with very effective eerie 
lighting, designed by Brian Bishop and exceptional 
sound production had audiences gasping. This show 
was certainly not for the faint of heart and was an 
excellent choice for those in search of a Halloween 
scare.

The Bravery has been 
on the radar of all the 
coolest kids in class 
since their debut on 
MySpace in 2003, back 
when having a MySpace 
profi le was actually 
considered trendy.  
Since then, they’ve 

released a number of albums promoting apathy-fi lled, 
monotone vocals and reckless eye-liner usage. 
 
With their newest offering, Stir the Blood, set to be 
released on December 1, a little one-on-one chat with 
a low-quality JPEG of leather-clad lead singer Sam 
Endicott led to this hypothetical interview. 

Jonny: First of all, thanks for taking the time to do 
this interview.  Judging from the rip in your jeans, you 
must’ve taken a pretty nasty spill getting here.

Sam Endicott: Actually, it’s my stylist’s fault. She didn’t 
realize when fi tting me for skinny-jeans that I like to 
stand with my knee bent on the monitor like I’m in 
Nickelback.

J: A common mistake, I’m sure.  So, for people 
who’ve never heard The Bravery before, how would 
you describe your sound?

SE: Well, I’d have to say we’re the most original 
post-new-wave band out there.  Some people say 
we sound like a neutered version of The Killers, a 
less catchy The Strokes, or a watered down Franz 
Ferdinand with douchier haircuts... but I say those 
guys totally ripped off our sound and our style.

J: Speaking of style, do you actually own a motorcycle 
or is the leather jacket part of a lifestyle choice?

SE: It’s a choice.  I’ve just always had an unhealthy 
obsession with zippered chest pockets.  In fact, some 
might say the jacket chose me. 

J: What about the half-cocked Misfi ts haircut? 

SE: Oh, I didn’t think you’d notice. Yeah, it’s all part 
of my totally retro look, like if The Cure went punk. 
Plus, it sort of takes away from the fact that I look like 
a genetic cross between the guy from Twilight and Bill 
Compton from HBO’s True Blood. 

J: Good point. Interestingly enough, they’re both 
vampires, anything else in common with the undead?

SE: Well, I’m like a soulless bloodsucker, feeding off 
the precious musical-plasma of those who are more 
talented than me, and generating a lifeless by-product 
in my wake.

J: Couldn’t have said it better myself.

soUNds THe BrAverY – sTir THe BLood (2009)
A hyPoThETiCAl iNTERviEw wiTh ThE BRAvERy’s sAm ENdiCoTT
By Jonny hoDDer

laurie soper

“The Bravery” sam Endicott

REviEw THe WoMAn in BLAck
hAllowEEN oFFERiNGs FRom RABBiTTowN FRiGhTFUl, iN A Good wAy
By stephanie aBBott 
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The time has come to 
celebrate and honor the 
musicians of Newfoundland 
and Labrador during the 
prestigious 2009 MusicNL 
Conference and Awards 
Gala - taking place 
November 13th – 15th, in 
St. John’s. The event is 
about acknowledgement, 
celebration and networking 
with industry professionals. 
Rising stars and veteran 
musicians will be in the 

same room offering their respect and acquisitive words to 
one another. 

But what actually takes place during the action packed 
conference? Workshops, seminars and discussions about 
the music industry fi ll up the agenda.

Before the big night the spotlight will be on bands that have 
been granted a showcase. Each showcasing performer will 
sport their musical brand in front of industry professionals 
including media, record label representatives and music 
lovers looking for their next sonic rapture.  

Showcase performances have normally been open to 
the public. However, this year they’re not, instead they’ve 
been reserved for conference delegates. “In the past few 
years showcases were open to the general public [through] 

bars. This year the showcases will take place within the 
Delta Hotel, it’s more important for the artist to ensure that 
delegates actually get to see them,” explains Jen Winsor, 
Communications/Program Offi cer with MusicNL.

Expect to hear stories of honesty and laughter, during 
the 2009 MusicNL/CBC Songwriters Circle. This is an 
event that generates hype and excitement. As usual, 
the Songwriters Circle takes place just hours before the 
Awards Gala, on Sunday afternoon. Expect an intimate 
environment that strips musicians down to an acoustic 
guitar and their voice.  You will hear the songwriters open 
up, giving an honest performance and interpretation of their 
art, leaving audiences with chills of inspiration.

New to the conference this year is MusicNL’s partnership 
with the provincial government to bring a dozen delegates 
invited from Ireland as part of the conference’s fi rst 
international component. According to MusicNL, these 
delegates have been specifi cally picked to assist the world-
class talent with accessing the Irish market and beyond.

Among the international delegates are Susanna Lagan and 
Fin O’Leary. Lagan organizes and programs Castlepalooza 
Festival, which is one of Ireland’s best independent music 
and arts festivals. O’Leary is another international delegate 
who’s responsible for booking and promotions with MCD. 
O’Leary is also involved with booking artists for Oxegen. 
Among the artists he’s been handling are the likes of The 
National, The Script, Paramore, Paolo Nutini and MGMT.

With industry professionals and the dozen international 
delegates attending the events of the 2009 MusicNL 
Conference and Awards Gala, it’s important for artists to 
come prepared to network and interact.  Jen Winsor offers 
some advice to musicians attending the events, “read and 

learn about the international delegates and panelists and 
don’t be shy to approach them and make yourself known.” 

The action packed conference comes to an arousing end 
with the Awards Gala – where the hardware is presented 
and the industry shows praise to the sonic art. Agreeing to 
come back and host the show this year is actor, comedian 
and musician, Phil Churchill. There will be a special 
presentation to The Ducats, who will be receiving the 
lifetime achievement award. Performances of all genres 
are set to give those in attendance a sample of what our 
province has to offer. The rock and roll fuzz of KUJO, folk 
trio The Once and blues savvy Chris Kirby are just a few of 
the performers scheduled for the award show. 

Musicians and industry folks are encouraged to attend all 
aspects of the conference. General public music lovers 
should check out the Songwriters Circle (Sunday, Nov 15th 
at the Delta Ballroom - 2:00 PM - Tickets $20 and available 
by calling 754-2574) and the Awards Gala (Sunday Nov, 
15th at the St. John’s Arts and Culture Centre - 8:00 PM 
- Tickets $30 and available at the box offi ce). For more 
information visit musicnl.ca

Some people are natural 
talkers.  Graced with the 
gift of gab, they have the 
ability to talk to anyone 
about anything, much to 
the envy of others.  For 
a lot of people, starting 
a conversation with a 
stranger, especially of the 
opposite sex, is awkward 
and even scary.  

Some fi nd impromptu conversation easy enough, however 
when it comes to the fi rst date, they feel more pressure, 
and can’t relax.  Carrying good conversation takes a little 
skill and a lot of practice, so here are some tips:

Be Approachable
If you’re always surrounded by friends, you’re making it 
hard for someone to approach you.  They won’t want to 
interrupt and defi nitely don’t want to risk getting turned 
down in front of your friends.   Keep your radar up to take 
notice of anyone looking in your direction and be bold 
enough to break away from the group.

Be interesting
The fuller your life is, the more intriguing you become to 
talk to. Engage in hobbies like dance lessons, continuing 

education courses, cooking classes, sports and so on. 
People gravitate towards those who do interesting things 
since it makes for great conversation plus those are the 
perfect places to meet new people.

don’t Be Fake
Never talk about what you think the other person wants 
to hear because you think it may impress them more.  It 
won’t feel natural and whatever you have to say is already 
fabulous enough so why fake it? 

it’s Not All About you
When people are nervous it’s easy to talk about 
themselves since it’s a comfort zone; however that can be 
a turn-off to the other person.  Open-ended questions will 
keep conversation shifting so you each have a chance to 
talk about yourselves.

The Finish line
How do you get the nerve to ask for their number or e-mail 
address?  Remember you are paying them a compliment by 
asking, and doesn’t it feel nice to make someone feel good?  

It’s challenging enough to meet single people in St. 
John’s, so if you let the idea of talking to new people be 
intimidating, you’re only making it harder on yourself.  Step 
out of the comfort zone, keep conversation simple and if 
you hit it off, any awkwardness will easily wash away.  

People admire those bold enough to start conversation with 
a stranger, so become admirable and speak up!

Tara Lehman runs a dating service in St. John’s called D8 
Night, organizing Singles Adventures. Reach her by e-mail, 
tara@eventivenewfoundland.ca or on Facebook, Group: 
D8 Night.

AwARds

dATiNG

2009 MusicnL
CoNFERENCE & AwARds GAlA
By gary moore 

sPeAk uP!
TiPs To PUT yoURsElF oUT ThERE
tara Lehman 

KUJo

The once



November 13th - November 27th, 2009   

CURRENT    |    Page 6

Drinking wine made 
from fungus infested 
grapes might seem an 
unappealing thought for 
those who aren’t corkdorks 
or winegeeks, but after 
tasting one of these 
wines most agree that 
they are delicious (and 
usually expensive). These 
wines are Sauternes, 
Tokaji and German 
Trockenbeerenauslese (or 
TBA for short).

What causes these 
wines to be so special 
is that the grapes were 
affected by a fungus called 
Botrytis Cinerea, which 

removes water from the grapes and therefore increases 
the percentage of sugar, solids and acid. This results in a 
product of greater concentration with a quite intense fl avour 
profi le of honeysuckle, quince, tropical fruit and honey, to 
name a few.

The increased cost is justifi ed, as these grapes have to be 
selected by hand and, because of the lack of water in the 
grapes, the amount of resulting juice is a fraction of what 
could be gained from non-affected grapes. To add to the 
complexity of making these wines, they’re quite diffi cult to 
ferment as the botrytis can kill the necessary yeasts. Wines 
from botrytis affected grapes are therefore low in alcohol.
 
Sauternes, Tokaji or TBA are great with desserts, blue 
cheeses and are also a classical pairing with foie gras. 
What makes them special is that they’re not sickly sweet 
(the correct term for this would be that they are not 
“cloying”). The acidity in the wine will offset the sweetness, 
making them taste lovely and fresh.

Tokaji
At the recent Wine Fest gala dinner folks were treated 
to a very rare and expensive Tokaji Eszencia from the 
renowned Oremus estate in Hungary (owned by Vega 
Sicilia from Spain). Tokaji has been around for centuries 
and the Tokaji region in Hungary had the fi rst appellation 
system in the World, as it was established in 1772. Almost 
a century before Bordeaux! Tokaji Eszencia is only made 
from juice that drips from the grapes without any applied 
pressure (called “free run juice”) and is very sweet and 
unctuous. It has been the drink favoured by kings and 
queens and it is said that popes traditionally have a glass 
of Eszencia each morning, because it’s supposed to be 
full of minerals and antioxidants. A 375 ML bottle will cost 
$475. The main grape varieties for Tokaji are Furmint and 
Harslevelu.

sauternes
Sauternes is from the Graves region in Bordeaux (France) 
and is made from predominantly Semillon grapes with 
some Sauvignon Blanc. The geographical location 
causes mist that last from evening to late morning and 
this promotes the development of the Botrytis fungus. 
Sauternes wines became famous at the end of the 
18th century, whereas before that the sweet wines from 
Germany and Hungary had the market cornered. Thomas 
Jefferson and George Washington were great supporters 

of Sauternes, which are widely available at the NLC; a 
close-out bottle of 2004 Chateau Rieussec is $54.99 if you 
can still fi nd one.

Trockenbeerenauslese (TBA)
Diffi cult to pronounce for non-German speakers, the 
predominant grape variety for TBA is Riesling, although 
Gewürztraminer or other grape varieties can also be used. 
The process is the same as with Sauternes and Tokaji. 
In Germany, because of the steep vineyards, the cost of 
harvesting these grapes is even more labour intensive. 
Riesling based wines will be quite different from the Tokaji 
or Sauternes and fl avours of petrol are not unusual and 
actually cherished by wine lovers around the Globe.

At the NLC you will be able to fi nd a large selection of 
Sauternes (look in the specialty section, as well as in the 
regular section). Try some of the following:

• Chateau Gravas Barsac-Sauternes (375ML) $24.90 - 
a good intro at a reasonable price.

• Ch.Guiraud 1998(750ML in the close-out section) 
$64.99 - good value!

• Royal Tokaji Aszu (500ML) $44.85 – worth the search!

• Oremus Tokaji Aszu (500ML) $89.00 - contact the 
NLC, as they might have some from the Gala. A 
delicious premium Tokaji.

• ZenZen Trockenbeerenauslese (375ML) $27.20

In case these wines end up in your wine cellar and you 
forget about them (which isn’t likely!), there’s no doubt that 
your great-grand children will be able to enjoy these wines. 
Due to the sugar and acidity they will age well for up to 100 
years and will become more complex with age.   

wiNE roTTen grAPes
dEliCioUs wiNE
By JenniFer murray
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167 Water Street  Tel: (709) 722.9432 Fax: (709) 722.9437
For Men’s and Ladies Quality Outerwear since 1983.

Special Racks of 
Men’s & Ladies Shearling Jackets

1 Week Only
Thursday, October 22nd - Wednesday, Oct. 28th

Buy early before the snow flies

30% off

See store for details

New Inventory
Arriving Daily
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Renowned Newfoundland 
artist Gerald Squires’ 
newest exhibit is not your 
average offering from 
Squires and takes people 
away from the landscapes 
many expect to see. A 
Woman Clothed With the 
Sun, A Quest For Mary 
displays a series of works 
centered on quite possibly 
the most famous woman 
in history, the Virgin Mary. 

Squires says he’s always been fascinated by Catholic icons 
and has wanted to do this series for a long time.

“She’s humanity. I think the reason she’s so popular in 
every culture is the fact that she represents humanity in 
terms of forgiveness, compassion, kindness, nourishment - 
all these things that a mother is.”

Squires has a deep sense of spirituality, and says he can’t 
help thinking that there is something higher than himself. “I 
think because we’re human we tend to believe in a higher 
being that directs us, but that may not be true. 

I also feel that when you try to understand god on an 
intellectual level then you fail because you start to analyse, 
and you can’t analyse the image of god.”

Squires used a model to base his renditions of Mary, 
14-year-old Emily Pound of Holyrood. Squires, who has 
two daughters of his own, said girls of this age often don’t 
realize the beauty they posses and said Pound had a 
certain innocence he thinks Mary would’ve had. “That was 
my connection with the physical aspect of Mary and my 
understanding of a female child at that age. Not a woman 
or a child. It’s a fascinating period.”

Only a few of the pieces featured at the exhibit use a 
portrait of Pound as Mary. Though Pound may be part 
of the inspiration behind the Saint, Squires said he also 
borrowed from The Renaissance for his interpretations. He 
said he has always found these 14th century pieces the 
most beautiful. “You’ve got to remember that Mary’s been 
interpreted more than any other woman in the world.”

Squires’ affinity for landscapes shows in the backgrounds 
of these works and he admits he’s probably more of a 
landscape than a portrait painter. “To me the landscape is 
always more spiritual than anything else because when 
dealing with nature there’s no pretension, it’s real.”

The majority of the pieces in the series are oil on canvass, 
though there are also drawings, watercolours, mixed 
mediums of watercolour and oil on paper, raku-fired 
ceramic, and oil on copper. “Copper doesn’t absorb paint 
or oil; it just sits on the surface and sometimes little bits of 
copper come through and just add a little more beauty.”

When mixing watercolour and oil paint Squires said he 
does the watercolour layer first. This layer is also where 
the detail in the image is. Squires said the oil can give the 
image a transparent glaze over top and changes the colour 
of the watercolour layer underneath.

Though most of his works now are oil, Squires’ favourite 
medium is drawing, specifically with a mechanical pencil. 
Sometimes he does a sketch of the piece before painting 
if he’s doubtful or unsure of the composition, especially if 

it is a portrait. This helps him get more comfortable with 
the face. “It’s a fact, people you know are easier to paint 
because seeing them all the time, you’re observing them 
and then of course you know their personality as well.”

The spirituality Squires feels is clearly shown in his work, 
with both the qualities he feels Mary in the foreground 
represents and blending both the simplicity and complexity 
of nature’s beauty shown in the background landscapes.

The exhibit runs at The Emma Butler Gallery until 
November 17.

For the sixth year running Tom Jackson will bring his 
Singing for Supper Tour to St. John’s. Jackson has become 
well known over the years raising foods ‘n funds for food 
banks, ministries and food programs. Stretching coast to 
coast to coast - from Newfoundland to BC to NWT - this 
18-stop tour is a unique and affordable Christmas event 
crafted for families. 

Jackson’s 2008 tour resulted in over $402,000.00, 13,417 
pounds of food; and created invaluable awareness for food 
banks, family agencies and their diverse resources across 
Canada. Over 22 years of fundraising first through the 
Huron Carole Benefit series and now Sing for your Supper, 
Jackson has amassed over $10 million for food banks, 
family service agencies and disaster relief.

The two-hour concert opens with Shannon Gaye followed 
by Pear.  These artists have played with Tom in many 
variations for a number of years and it was only natural 
they take the stage to perform in some of the R&B, pop and 
country genres they specialize.  The second hour features 
Tom delivering his classics including his signature song 
The Huron Carole, as well as Drummer Boy and O Holy 
Night. 

A few new songs have been added to the traditional 
repertoire. One of the new tracks in his repertoire is the 
soon-to-be released single, The Gift, available on iTunes 
or sold as a single with 2 bonus tracks at the concerts. 
Singing for Supper on Tour soundtracks will be sold at the 
event with $15 from each sale going to local host charities. 

Speaking to his philanthropic mandate, Jackson states, 
“This year, for the first time, I have attained peace for 
myself personally.  However there is a blemish.  We are 
surrounded by conflict.  With 1/3 of the world’s population 
living in abject poverty, it is imperative we take action.  
I don’t know if we – the people, the various levels of 
government, and the global community – are doing 
enough.  All I know is that to change the world, I sing.”  

Singing for Supper arrives in St. John’s at 7pm on Saturday, 
November 21 at the Cochrane United Church.  Tickets are 
$15 and food donations are also welcome.  Tickets available 
from the Holy Heart Box Office (579-4424) or Alpine Country 
Lodge (754-6064).  You are also asked to bring a donation 
for your local food bank.  Proceeds from the show will be 
given to the Community Food Sharing Association. 
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A QuesT For MArY 
ARTisT GERAld sqUiREs
By Charissa reeves

ToM JAckson sings For suPPer 
6Th ANNUAl FUNdRAisiNG ToUR ComEs To sT. JohN’s
By DeBBy Winters

“madonna of the sun”

“madonna of the Barrens”

“madonna of the Flowers”
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Love And sAvAgerY
sTARRiNG AllAN hAwCo, sARAh GREENE, mARThA BURNs, ANd sEAN PANTiNG
By tim ConWay
Runtime 95 minutes
«««

If rocks are your passion, 
then the Burren of County 
Clare in Ireland offers 
plenty of earthly delight. 
It has lured Michael 
McCarthy from across the 
ocean, far away from his 
home in Newfoundland, to 
the Keane Hotel in the little 
town of Ballyclochan. His 
friend Wilfred notes that 

Michael has hardly ever diverted his attention away from 
rocks long enough to ever come close to experiencing what 
most would call a meaningful, romantic relationship.
 
Still, unlike the focus of his fascination, Michael isn’t made 
of stone and the lovely waitress at the hotel catches his 
eye. In jig time, as young Kathleen O’Connell is guiding him 
about the area, directing him to historical and geological 
points of interest, a mutual attraction develops.
 
Unfortunately, this isn’t your typical “boy finally meets 
the right girl, girl falls for the handsome stranger” story. 
Kathleen’s been working on a potential new boyfriend for 
the last number of years, and is set to make her move. 
As far as rivals go, Michael could hardly face a more 
formidable one, as his newfound love is preparing to 
become a bride of Christ.
 
At the beginning of Love and Savagery, it’s shared that 
the story is set in the year 1969, perhaps to add a further 
degree of weight to the religious and cultural values of 
the story. Otherwise, there’s little else to indicate that this 
plays out forty years ago. There’s no reason to assume that 
the dynamics between Michael, Kathleen and the folk of 

Ballyclochan would be much that much different now, from 
then. There are universal forces at play here that transcend 
time and place.
 
Then again, the film takes great pain to anchor itself to 
its chosen location. Celtophiles, if you will, are sure to 
be drawn to Love and Savagery as Michael has been 
to the Burren. Beautiful, rugged landscape is stunningly 
photographed, and for the first while, those in the audience 
who have taken a mattock to their Irish roots are bound to 
wonder if Ireland’s tourist commission is footing the bill for 
the production.

 
Fortunately, for all concerned, Allan Hawco (Michael) and 
Sarah Greene (Kathleen) begin to draw more attention 
away from their gorgeous surroundings. The landscape 
increasingly becomes a backdrop to their story, and by 
the last third of the picture, they have lured the audience 
completely into the world that exists between them, not 
around them.
 
It is here where Love and Savagery delivers the goods. 
Still, there seems to be something missing from the story, 
perhaps a fear of getting too close to melodrama holds 
back the emotional heights that could have made this very 

good motion picture an even better one. At the same time, 
it’s never a bad sign when people are left wanting more, 
not less.
 
Interesting characters and strong performances are reason 
enough to dash out to the cinema to catch this one, and the 
scenery - made for the big screen - is sure to enthrall the 
vast majority of movie goers. Better hurry though, as this 
is a local co-production without the clout of big Hollywood 
studios, it’ll be in and out of here much too quickly – 
hesitate, and you’ll miss it.

Editor’s Note: The temporary release of Love and Savagery 
will see the film on big screens in Toronto, Montreal, Halifax 
and St. John’s from November 13 – 15th, should the film 
do well in its opening weekend, it may stick around.  Don’t 
risk that.  Go see it and support a great title being given a 
well-deserved shot at the cinema.  For more information, 
visit http://www.morag.ca.

CovER

A dozen of budding filmmakers will get their first taste 
of a big screen as part of the NIFCO (Newfoundland 
Independent Filmmaker’s Cooperative) First Time 
Filmmakers Program.  The program is designed to provide 
new creative talents with access to film, processing and 
production equipment for their initial short.

Roger Maunder says, “this will be the first of many 
screenings that we are looking at doing,” with the Masonic 
Temple playing host to this one.  “We are hoping to screen 
an assortment of First Time Films every three to four 
months. It’s an amazing opportunity for these filmmakers 
and for moviegoers to see what amazing talent we have 
here. It’s also a fantastic experience for the filmmakers to 
screen their films to an audience. This is one of the most 
thrilling experiences as a filmmaker.”

Since 1997, NIFCO’s program has assisted some 80 to 90 
films through production.  Maunder contacted each of the 
filmmakers that there was information for to check in on 
interest for the screening.  Of the 50 or so that a connection 
was made with, names went in a hat to draw the inaugural 
dozen.

Dusting off some older titles is an exciting exercise 
Maunder shares, “these films span the last decade. Some 
filmmakers have gone on to make many more films so it’s 
great to see the progression. You’ll notice some films were 
shot on 16mm while others, the newer ones, were shot 
on Super 16 (widescreen), after NIFCO purchased a new 
camera in 2001.”

The opportunities from the First Time Filmmakers Program 
are many, “it gives anyone the chance to make their first 
film and everyone has a film in them. It gives them the 
opportunity to go through the whole process from start to 
finish. They’re given a film mentor to take them through 
from script to screen.”

Sponsorship for the program comes from Creative Post, 
Kodak, Fugi, Tapeworks and the provincial government to 
name a few. “But most important are the crews that come 
out to work on these projects on a volunteer basis. They 
are what make this program so successful,” Maunder says 
appreciatively.

On Tuesday, November 24 the first screening of First Time 
Filmmaker results will be open to the public.  The show will 
start at 8pm and admission is $5.00 at the Masonic Temple. 

Film dusTing oFF FirsT TiMe FiLMMAkers 
NiFCo sTARTs sCREENiNG sERiEs
By Joshua Jamieson
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The outfit

Jessica’s modern ensemble is comfortable enough to be 
worn for a day of shopping but she can also dress it up 
easily by adding some heels and accessories. Her skinny 
jeans, from Sirens, are “cheap and comfy; they feel just like 
leggings. I have about seven pairs.” The jeans look great 
tucked into black boots from Spring with a slight wedge 
heel. 

Her black Vera Moda tunic is from Envy and Jessica has 
synched the waist with an edgy double buckle black belt 
with zipper detail. “Exposed zippers are big for this fall and 
winter.” A versatile, black pleather jacket by Dollhouse is 
also very on trend now and can be dressed up or down. 

She’s brightened up her dark clothing with a funky black 
and white patterned bag from Aldo. Although Jessica looks 
sophisticated in her urban inspired outfit, this Occupational 
Health and Safety student claims to be “just as comfortable 
in a hard hat and coveralls.”

The style

Jessica seeks inspiration for her style from magazines and 
TV and would give anything for a shopping spree in New 
York City. She admits following fashion trends but usually 
dresses in shades of black, brown and white instead of 
choosing bolder colour. For a night out she’ll usually wear 
“a cute dress or maybe a dressy top and jeans, depending 

on the weather and stilettos.” A relaxed look usually 
includes leggings, Ugg boots and a T-shirt. Although she 
rarely shops online, she has ordered from Forever 21. 

“They have some nice girlie dresses sometimes.” She 
buys most of her tops and dresses from Envy, occasionally 
finding some nice pieces at Le Chateau or Suzy Sheir.

hidden Treasure

Simple, white gold and diamond cluster earrings are 
particular favourites of Jessica’s. They originally belonged 
to her Great-grandmother and were passed down to 
Jessica by her mother. 

“I only wear them on special occasions because I’m scared 
I’ll lose one and never be able to replace it.” The antique 
earrings are classic and go with everything.

style Advice

“Layering is in right now,” Jessica advises. “I love leather 
jackets, boots and anything with a zebra or leopard print”. 
She also suggests skipping lighter denims in favour of 
darker washes for this time of year.”

my sTylE

American/Foreign Beer Brands: All those brands produced by the 
American and Belgium owned companies operating in Newfoundland. 
Local Beer Brands: All brands produced by Quidi Vidi Brewery 
namely; QV Light, QV Lager,1892, Eric's Red, Honey Brown, Iceberg 
Beer and Cranberry Cloud.  Note: Quidi Vidi Brewery is NOT a 
supporter of Greenpeace.  Americans and Belgium's ARE.

Who do you Support?

Contenders:
Weight:
Reach:
Class:
Home Town:
Age:
Purse:Purse:
Odds:

American Brands 
Big Guy
Global
Rich
Foreign 
200 Years 
$200,000,000.00/yr $200,000,000.00/yr 
99% of Market

Local Brands 
Small Guy
Local
Poor
Newfoundland and Labrador
14 Years 
Beer sales in NBeer sales in NL 
1% of Market

See www.newfoundlandpride.org for details.

JenniFer LoveLess
CiTy ChiC
By stephanie aBBott
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The Winter Solstice is approaching. What better way 
to celebrate the changing seasons than to enjoy a 
wonderful show with your favorite little ones as PushPin 
Productions presents, Adventures in Winterland, written 
by Emily Veryard and Melanie Barrett.

Veryard explains how and why this Janeway fundraiser 
was created, “Barrett is a former patient of the hospital 
and for her, this was an opportunity to give back. We 
also both work with children as educators daily in our 
profession; we appreciate and realize the importance 
that the arts have in a child’s development and 
enrichment.” 

Veryard directs this tale based on the traditions and 
myths surrounding celebrations of the Winter Solstice. 
“Adventures in Winterland” follows young Crissy (played 
by Barrett) as she discovers where the sun really goes 
when it disappears during wintertime. In her quest 
Crissy meets a Court Jester, an Inuit Boy (both played 
by Dylan Brenton), Mistletoe (Megan Rowsell) and a 
Russian Babushka (Sharon King-Campbell). 

Rounding out the production with support is Brian 
Bishop as lights director, designer Lisa Wakeham 
collaborated for set and costume and stage manager 
Krista Williams.

The 45 minute one-act play was written for children 
2 to 8 years of age.  Varyard and Barret collaborated 
to make this a show that was both interactive and 

educational for their audience as well as entertaining for 
the adults accompanying their children.

This is the second production for PushPin. Varyard 
explains the birth of their theater company “PushPin 
Productions was founded in late 2008 by me and 
Barrett. We both shared a desire for producing our own 
work, taking risks and making art. PushPin Productions 

aims to produce entertaining, contemporary work, both 
Canadian and International.” 

Adventures in Winterland will be presented at new 
Gower Street United Church on November 14,15 and 
21, 22 with shows at  2pm. Tickets are $10 for Children 
and $15 for adults.  They can be reserved by calling 
765-9860 or be purchased at the door. 

AdvenTures in WinTerLAnd
A PUshPiN FUNdRAisER FoR ThE JANEwAy
DeBBy Winters

FAshioNEvENT

snAP’ed 
ARoUNd TowN!

Adventures in wonderland - Photo Credit Chris hibbs

sNAPs

Jeremy

Anna at Fair

Alison at Frieze

Ameila & Andrew

karen at Match



November 13th - November 27th, 2009   

CURRENT    |    Page 11

Alias Grace by margaret Atwood (1996)

A historical novel that 
looks at an 1843 
murder case. Thomas 
Kinnear and his 
housekeeper were 
killed in Upper Canada. 
An old mysterious 
event with an incredible 
take and extremely 
distinct style, Alias 
Grace is a unique piece 
of fi ction intertwined 
with fact. Most amazing 
about Atwood is the 

fact that she can write so many genres. She’s 
multifaceted. Although her capability doesn’t always 
shine through, she makes her mark with Alias Grace. 

Anil’s Ghost by michael ondaatje (2000)

Have you read 
Ondaatje? Just pick up 
one of his books, any 
one, and read the fi rst 
page, you’ll be drooling 
in seconds and Anil’s 
Ghost is no exception. It 
follows Anil Tissera from 
Sri Lanka to the US and 
back. When Anil returns 
to Sri Lanka as an 
archaeologist, she 
partners with Sarath 
Diyasena. Together they 

discover a skeleton, Sailor, who was a war victim. A 
fantastic view of war and how it affects everyone. 

Barney’s vision by mordecai Richler (1997): 

A profound novel about 
Barney, who’s the 
biographer struggling 
with memory loss. It’s 
later discovered that 
this once brilliant man is 
actually suffering from 
Alzheimer’s disease. 
Richler writes this novel 
in a factual fashion, 
making it Barney’s own 
biography, leaving a 
more sympathetic and 
compassionate version 

of Barney’s life and tales. 

Elizabeth hay’s late Nights on Air (2007)

A view into the deep 
north – all its drama, all 
its stale bitterness is 
expressed by the 
people who work at the 
local radio station. It’s a 
story about Dido – a 
perfect pitched woman 
who arrives up north 
and mixes with Gwen, 
an over ambitious, 
self-conscious girl 
running to the cold to 
get away from her past. 

Both interact with others, including Henry, a once 
well-known voice to a television failure. Late Nights on 
Air is true conversation, human thought and the 
actuality of natural behaviour. 

Through the Black spruce by Joseph Boyden (2008):

This novel is linked to 
Boyden’s debut piece 
Three Day Road. Set in 
North America, Through 
the Black Spruce is the 
story of Annie Bird’s 
search for her missing 
sister, Suzanne. While 
Annie travels across big 
cities with bright lights, 
she’s introduced to new 
worlds. While dodging 
cities, Annie’s Uncle Will 
is left at home to 

experience more losses and troubled times alone. 
Through the Black Spruce is a unique comparison 
between urban and rural living. 

woRd UPwoRd UP THe MosT WonderFuL TiMe oF THe YeAr
ThE GillER is ComiNG 
By gina giLL

ComiCs

Newfoundland and Labrador’s own Seamus O’Regan hosted the much anticipated Scotiabank Giller prize gala, the most prestigious Canadian literary award given 
to a lucky author with a $50,000 prize.  The short list was enough to blow your mind: Kim Echlin for The Disappeared, Annabel Lyon for The Golden Mean, Linden 
MacIntyre for The Bishop’s Man, Colin McAdam for Fall and Anne Michaels for The Winter Vault. 

Now wonder readers count down the days. However, everyone tends to root for a certain author and it’s a climatic wonder to see which one will acquire the prize – or 
have the ability to continue their writing career with a little bit of fi nancial ease. So, it’s always a good idea (an almost necessary one for literary reviewers) to consider 
some of the past Scotiabank Giller prize winners. 

ChECK Us oUT oNliNE

WWW.currenTMAg.cA
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$3 Bill

soUNds

Mika turns, legs crossed, 
pretending to hold a 
cigarette and does his 
fi nest imitation of Freddie 
Mercury: “Yes, dahling,” 
Mika says a la Mercury. 
“Hello, dear!”

Mika is looking somewhat, 
well, fabulously fey. “And 

he holds his beer like this,” Mika continues, imitating Mercury 
from the famous backstage British TV interview on the Queen 
– We Will Rock You: Live In Montreal 1981 DVD. “And he 
hardly drinks it!”

On this day, Mika is not backstage but, rather, sunk in an 
armchair at the rustic L’Auberge Le St-Gabriel, the oldest 
building in Old Montreal. And, one suspects, British pop 
phenom Mika shares more than just music with Mercury.

“Of all the comparisons with Freddie Mercury – which I 
don’t think are fair because he was far more talented than 
I am – was one I got from Brian May who came to my last 
show in London [this past June]. It was me onstage with 
17 musicians, all acoustic, an orchestra with two classical 
singers, and [Brian] went crazy! He said to me, ‘You play the 
piano just like Freddie. You lead the band just like Freddie 
did.’ Brian made me so happy, so proud.”

Like Mercury, who was born in the onetime British 
“protectorate” of Zanzibar and raised in India, Mika was born in 
Beurut, in the former French “protectorate” of Lebanon, before 
he too moved to London. And, like Mercury, questions about 

Mika’s sexuality have dogged the singer since his rise to fame.
So the advice was to only ask Mika questions about his 
new sophomore album, The Boy Who Knew Too Much, now 
available in stores and on iTunes, and which features his 
current chart-topping single We Are Golden. (The album also 
features the openly-gay Owen Pallet from Final Fantasy / 
Arcade Fire.)

“I’m not going to ask you any personal questions, but I will 
ask you this: You have always said your private life is private. 
But as a pop star, don’t you think you’re private life is public 
property?”

Mika stares at me. “Because I don’t offer it up for sale.”

Saying nothing, Mika continues, “I’m [selling] my creative life. 
One must be careful with all that, especially in this day when 
everybody is selling everything. Just look on the internet – 
sexuality has been cheapened. And I think girls are more the 
culprit than guys when it comes to that.”

Mika turns in his armchair and his eyebrows burrow. “So why 
are you asking me this?”

“Because you’ve always said you don’t want to talk about 
your private life.”

What’s not said is that, in my experience, the only people who 
never want to talk about their private life are publicly closeted 
gay pop stars and movie stars.

Talking about it, of course, would likely ruin his career in 
America. You can’t be a million-selling rock star and be gay, 

unless you’re Elton John. Just ask Rufus Wainwright, who 
once said, “If I knew I could have sold more records, I might 
have stayed in the closet.”

The closest Mika will allow himself to show vulnerability is 
when he discusses his favouirite singers. “I love Patti Page 
and Nina Simone, and my favourite male singer is Mel 
Torme,” Mika says. “I prefer female singers because they 
were allowed to do a whole lot more. There’s more range. 
And they didn’t have to worry about being cool; they don’t 
have to worry about swagger.”

Mika looks straight ahead. “When you’re a woman singing, 
you can evoke so many [poses],” he says. “You can be sexy, 
authoritative and ballsy. You can be motherly and confi dent; 
you can be strong or weak, in need. Traditionally male 
singers don’t show vulnerability. Think of Sinatra, of Torme, 
all the great singers [and] all the great [male] rock singers, 
they’re never really vulnerable.”

And here Mika cops another Freddie Mercury pose and says, 
“Unless they’re playing with gender.”

It’s been said, “When we’re dreaming alone it’s only a 
dream. When we’re dreaming with others, it’s the beginning 
of reality.” Singer, songwriter and musician, Sharona Clarke 
is making her dreams a reality with her newest CD “The 
Secret… is to Dream” released this month.

The Springdale native and MusicNL 2009 Award Nominee 
is no stranger to the provincial music scene, best known as 
a founding member of Blue Eyed Blond.  One of Clarke’s 
best memories is when the group opened for Hedley, 
“we played in front of a crowd of 7000, I was signing 
autographs next to Jacob you know and he is looking at me 
like ‘what!? Who are you?!’ That was kinda fun.”

Music has been an important part of Clarke’s life from the 
time she learned to play “O Canada” on the piano by ear 
at 6.  Her parents would show off her talent saying, “listen 
to her, she taught herself to play that.” It was soon after 
that 10 years of private piano lessons began, followed by a 
university degree. 

In that last eight years Clarke’s been “fi nding her own 
voice” as she’s expanded from playing and songwriting to 
singing.  Her fi rst album, On The Right Track, released in 
2008 was a compilation of many songs written over the 
years.  

The Secret…is to Dream was put together by Clarke solo in 
her own studio. It was written, voiced and accompanied by 
tracks all put down by Clarke herself and was done in one 
month.  Clarke explained the album “is more upbeat and 
positive then my fi rst album, there’s a theme I suppose but 
the message is to be positive and to listen to your dreams.”

The albums 10 tracks are topped with one hidden track 
featuring Clarke’s talented piano playing and unique voice. 
It’s available as a free download from her website www.
yoursharona.com.  She also hopes to have it available via 
iTunes in the near future. 

Dreams play a big part in Clarke’s life; they’re actually 
one of the conductors of her lyrics. “My songs can start 
with a simple chord or a melody - something I like and 
eventually put words too but many of my songs come from 
my dreams.  I may dream of somebody singing a song and 
wake up and realize that I had just written a song, some of 
them seem like divine intervention. One of those songs is 
God’s Rainbow, the message is that there is always gods 
promise that there will never be another fl ood and it may 
seem like you are in the middle of one but there will be a 
rainbow.”

Clarke’s main musical infl uences are Chantal Kreviazuk, 
Vanessa Carlton, Gwen Stephanie, Bruce Hornsby and 
David Foster. When asked what her main “dream” is, 
Clarke replied, “To make music that is all I want to do…
make my music.”

Clarke will be bringing her music and her dreams to life 
on Wednesday November 18 at the Masonic Temple on 6 
Cathedral Street. Guest opener will be Ian Foster. Doors 
open at 7pm, show starts at 8. Tickets are $8 and available 
by calling 687-0412 or at the door. 

MercurY rising
miKA ANd BUGs iN old moNTREAl
By riCharD Burnett

FoLLoWing Her dreAMs
shARoNA ClARKE RElEAsEs sECoNd AlBUm
By DeBBy Winters

Bugs & mica
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FRidAy, Nov 13       
Bowering Park: (5pm) Olympic Torch 

Arrives
Club One: Blue Eyed Blonde
Distortion: Nirvana Cover Band
Dusk: Stixx and Stones
Holy Heart: Marty Stuart
Loft 709: DJ Mayehem
Spin: Funktastic Friday w/Leo van 

Ulden & Kid Cue
Stanley’s: Karaoke
The Fat Cat: Dr. Zoo
The Martini Bar: Bump
The Rock House: Hardliner
Tol’s: Twins
Turkey Joe’s: Filthy Fridays w/ DJ Lex
Yuk Yuk’s: Kate Davis / Darren Frost

sATURdAy, Nov 14       
Club One: Blue Eyed Blonde
Dusk: Stixx and Stones
Holy Heart: Billy Bragg
Liquid: Mikey B, Steve Murray, Electro
Loft 709: Logan Hudak
Junctions: Jimmy Swift Band
Shamrock City: The Navigators
Spin: Seamless Saturday w/Mike the 

Tailor
Stanley’s: Karaoke
The Fat Cat: Dr. Zoo
The Martini Bar: Bump
The Rock House: Elliott Brood
Tol’s: Twins
Turkey Joe’s: Sexual Saturdays w/DJ 

Jaycee
Yuk Yuk’s: Kate Davis / Darren Frost

sUNdAy, Nov 15       
Grumpy Stump: Karaoke
O’Reilly’s: Traditional Open Session w/

Alan Byrne
Turkey Joe’s: Retro Sunday (Ladies 

Night) w/DJ Lex

moNdAy, Nov 16       
Grumpy Stump: Open Mic
Loft 709: Martini Monday’s w/DJ 

Diamond
O’Reilly’s: Larry Foley and Patrick 

Moran
Turkey Joe’s: Manic Mondays: Happy 

Hour All Night

TUEsdAy, Nov 17       
Auntie Crae’s: (Noon, free) Auntie 

Crae’s Band
Bella Vista: (8:30PM, $5) Sizzlin Salsa 

Tuesdays
Grumpy Stump: Karaoke
Loft 709:  Hip Hop Tuesday w/Paddy 

Greene & Shawn Goldz
O’Reilly’s: Traditional Open Session
Turkey Joe’s: Two for Tuesdays w/Carl 

Peters & Dave White

wEdNEsdAy, Nov 18       
Grumpy Stump: Karaoke
Junctions: Wild Wednesdays w/Dr 

Drake, DJ Fox
Loft 709:  Retro Wednesday with DJ 

Sina
The Rock House: (8:30PM, $5) Salsa 

On the Rock weekly salsa dancing
The Ship: Folk Night w/Matthew 

Hornell and the Diamond Minds
Stanley’s: Karaoke
Turkey Joe’s: Wacky Wednesday’s w/

Dave White
Yuk Yuk’s: New Talent Night

ThURsdAy, Nov 19       
Distortion: Cold Summer
Liquid: Open Decks
The Dock: Stixx and Stones
Tol’s: Three-Way
Turkey Joe’s: Tropical Thrus w/DJ 

Chamba
Yuk Yuks: Mike MacDonald

FRidAy, Nov 20       
Bianca’s: Steve Driscoll Art Exhibition
Distortion: MINUS4LUN9
Loft 709: DJ Mayehem
The Dock: Generation Lost
Stanley’s: Karaoke
Tol’s: Lone Rider
Turkey Joe’s: Filthy Fridays with DJ Lex
Yuk Yuk’s: Mike MacDonald

sATURdAy, Nov 21       
Loft 709: Dance League Saturday w/

Paddy Greene
The Dock: Generation Lost
Spin:  Seamless Saturday w/Mike the 

Tailor
Stanley’s: (10PM) Karaoke
Tol’s: Lone Rider
Turkey Joe’s: Sexual Saturdays w/

DJ Lex
Yuk Yuk’s: Mike MacDonald

sUNdAy, Nov 22       
Grumpy Stump:  Karaoke
O’Reilly’s: Traditional Open Session w/

Alan Byrne
Turkey Joe’s: Retro Sunday (Ladies 

Night) with DJ Lex

moNdAy, Nov 23       
Grumpy Stump: Open Mic
O’Reilly’s: Larry Foley and Patrick 

Moran
Turkey Joe’s: Manic Mondays - Happy 

Hour All Night

TUEsdAy, Nov 24       
Auntie Crae’s: (Noon, free) Auntie 

Crae’s Band
Bella Vista: (8:30PM, $5) Sizzlin Salsa 

Tuesdays
Grumpy Stump:  Karaoke
Turkey Joe’s: Two for Tuesdays - “2 for 

1” w/Carl Peters & Dave White

wEdNEsdAy, Nov 25      
Grumpy Stump: Karaoke
Junctions: Wild Wednesdays w/Dr 

Drake, DJ Fox
The Rock House: (8:30PM, $5) Salsa 

On the Rock weekly salsa dancing
Stanley’s: Karaoke
Turkey Joe’s: (10PM) Wacky 

Wednesdays w/ Dave White
Yuk Yuk’s: New Talent Night

ThURsdAy, Nov 26      
Liquid: Open Decks
Tol’s: Twins
Turkey Joe’s: Tropical Thursdays w/ DJ 

Chamba
Yuk Yuk’s: Chris Quigley

whAT To do?            
(For Artists)
Anna Templeton Centre (Duckworth) 

contact for info re: adult and youth 
classes, workshops

Clay Cafe (39 Commonwealth Ave, 
Mount Pearl 745-2345): open til 
9PM

Devon House Clay Studio - open studio 
times, contact for info

Creative Writing Fitting Room (MUN, 
Nov 3 / Submissions due Oct 23) 
email paragoncollection@gmail.com 
for info

GAllERy lisTiNGs        
Steve Driscoll Opening (Bianca’s, 171 

Water Street) Please join Steve 
for a glass of wine as we celebrate 
another year of his artistic success 
with shows across Canada, the 
United States and Europe.

The Craft Council Gallery (Devon 
House, Duckworth Street; www.
craftcouncil.nl.ca) Now showing: 
Breaking Point by Jason Holley 
and 400: An Exhibition celebrating 
Cupids

Leyton Gallery Summer Exhibit (www.
theleytongallery.com)

The Rooms (www.therooms.ca) 
Maurice Cullen & His Circle (until 
Nov. 22)

Irish Connections (Peter Lewis Gallery, 
ongoing) 15 new oil paintings done 
in Northern Ireland 722-6009

Aurora Dance of Spirits (The Red 
Ochre Gallery, Nov/Dec) New works 
by gallery artists. Info at www.
redochregallery.ca or call 726-6422.

sPECiAl EvENTs lisTiNGs
Dizziness/Vertigo/Balance Workshop 

(Ramada Hotel, Nov 19, 7pm) guest 
speaker Janine Verge – Audiologist 
(Halifax) presented by The Canadian 
Hard of Hearing Association – NL. 
Free, contact Aimee at 753-0178 or 
areardon@nfl d.net

Jim Combden Signing (Costco, Nov 
13, 7pm) author of Fogo Island 
Boy. For further info contact DRC 
Publishing at 726-0960 or info@
drcpublishingnl.com

Morgane Chollet Signing (Coles – 
Avalon Mall, Nov 14, 11am) author 
of Saint Gractious. For further info 
contact DRC Publishing at 726-0960 
or info@drcpublishingnl.com

David Parsons Signing (Coles – Avalon 
Mall, Nov 14, 1pm) author of 
Pilgrimage, a Guide to the Royal 
Newfoundland Regiment in World 
War One and The Best Small-Boat 
Seamen in the Navy. For further info 
contact DRC Publishing at 726-0960 
or info@drcpublishingnl.com

Children’s author Jeremy Tankard 
(AC Hunter Children’s Library, Nov 
20, 11am) part of TD Canadian 
Children’s Book Week. For more 
information: www.nlpl.ca or call 
737-3953.

Big & Small Christmas Show (Leyton 
Gallery, Nov 13, 5pm) features new 
work from Jennifer Barrett, Jack 
Botsford, Michael Connolly, Audrey 
Feltham, Jonathan Green, Sarah 
Hillock, Kent Jones, Bonnie Leyton, 
Sue Miller, Jonathan O’Dea, Michael 
Pittman, Elena Popova, Toby 
Rabinowitz, James Rosen, Margaret 
Ryall, Anita Singh, Michele Stamp 
& Louise Sutton.  Info at www.
theleytongallery.com

Winter Woods Walk (Botanical 
Gardens, Nov 22, 10am) 
Registration not required, phone 
737-8590 for info.

32nd Annual Garden and Nature Art 
Exhibition (Botanical Gardens, until 
Dec 9) Public viewing hours vary 
due to private bookings of facilities.  
Call 737-8590 to confi rm time and 
date.

Seniors’ Appreciation Tea (AC Hunter 
Library, 2nd Fl., Nov 27, 2pm) 
Special guests incl. Margaret 
Hitchens, Dave Wilson & Wince 
Coles. There will be draws for book 
prizes & light refreshments will be 
served. All staff is encouraged to 
attend.

Sound  Symposium presents A Concert 
of New Music (Petro Canada Hall, 
Nov 15, 8pm) featuring Michelle 
Cheramy & Kristina Szutor. Tickets 
at the door, by cash or cheque. 
Admission: $15; Seniors $10; 
Students $7.

Fish for Dinner: Tales of Newfoundland 
and Labrador Launch (Chapters, 
Nov 25, 7pm) by Paul O’Neill 
with illustrations by Tara Fleming. 
Everyone welcome! For more info, 
contact Flanker Press at 739-4477.

Holiday Book Fair (Chapters, Nov 21, 
12pm) Please join local authors 
and publishers for book readings, 
signings, Christmas treats, prize 
draws and discounts! For more info 
or schedules, contact Chapters at 
726-0375.

Cervical Cancer Prevention Workshop 
(A.C. Hunter Library, Nov 17, 7pm) 
Activity Room, 1st Floor call 737-
3950 to register.

FREE Introduction to Scrapbooking: 
(A.C. Hunter Children’s Library, 
Nov 17, 7pm) Hosted by Christine 
Moores Co-owner of locally owned 
Your Scrapbooking & Wedding 
Invitation Destination. Call 737-3950

Get Gutsy - Chron’s and Colitis 
Foundation Educational Symposium 
(Sheraton, Nov 28, 9pm) 2009 
Flare Lifetime Achievement Award 
Recipient, Marilyn Finkelstein, and 
local Gastroenterologist, Dr. Jerry 
McGrath, will speak about living well 
with IBD.  $10 Members; $15 Non-
members, visit www.getgutsymonth.
com for info.

Comic Jam (Hava Java, last Monday of 
every month, 7PM, free)

St. John’s Farmers’ Market (Saturdays, 
10AM-2PM), Lion’s Club Chalet, 
Mayor Avenue

Hurling Training on-going, Saturday 
afternoons at Mount Pearl 
Intermediate rugby grounds. Contact 
Brendan at Cabot_Hill_Hurling_
Club@yahoo.ca , or rosshoulihan@
yahoo.com for more details.

Free Internet: Love of Learning offers 
free internet and computer use for 
resilient youth between 15 and 35 
years old, noon to 6pm, weekdays 
in the basement of the Gower Street 
United Church. For more info, visit 
www.fortheloveofl earning.org or call 
Darcy at 722-8848.

For The Love of Learning (weekdays, 
12pm-6pm, Free to youth 15-35): 
99 Gower Street. Classes in world 
religion, philosophy, folklore, art, 
theatre, resume-building. Free lunch 
at 1PM (722-4846)

Mall Walkers’ Club: (Avalon Mall, 
Thursdays, 8:45am) (737-2333)

The Pottle Centre: (323 Hamilton 
Avenue, social and recreational 
programs for users of mental health 
services) 753-2143

The Rooms: (Wednesdays 6pm-9pm 
/ First Saturday/month, Nov-May 
Free admission, 9 Bonaventure Ave. 
757-8000)

Seniors Bridging Culture: (Seniors 
Resource Centre, Thursdays, 
2pm) Tea, guest speakers, and 
conversation (737-2333)

Seniors Friendship Club: (Seniors 
Resource Centre, Fridays, 2pm 
737-2333)

Shambhala Meditation Group: (Billy 
Rahal Fieldhouse, rear Elizabeth 
Towers) Free meditation practice. 
Call 576-4727 or visit http://stjohns.
shambhala.org

Traditional Latin Mass: (Our Lady of 
Mercy Convent, Sundays, 9am) 
Use side door facing the Basilica, 
Latin/English resources supplied. 
For information call 726-6727 or 
722-4842, or email unavoce.sopc@
gmail.com

St. John’s City Council Meeting: (City 
Council Chambers, 4th Floor, 
Mondays, 4:30pm) Public welcome, 
see agenda www.stjohns.ca, posted 
Friday afternoons

Overeaters Anonymous: If your eating 
habits are making you unhappy and 
putting you at risk for serious health 
problems, you can do something 
about it. Call 738-1742 or visit www.
oa.org 

Tango On The Edge - Argentine Tango: 
(Thursdays 8:30-10:30, RCA Club, 
10 Bennett Ave) All welcome.

lisTiNGs WHAT’s on!
ChECK oUR loCAl EvENTs CAlENdAR



November 13th - November 27th, 2009   

CURRENT    |    Page 14

The balding, paunchy 
middle-aged guy with 
glasses a couple 
tables over was visibly 
nervous. He’d fl own up 
from South Carolina to 
cheer on his favourite 
She-Male at Toronto’s 
Miss She-Male 
Pageant. The two had 
never met but they’d 
been corresponding 

online for some time. They’d even exchanged photos.

“I’ve got butterfl ies in my stomach,” the soft-spoken 
former military man shares. He developed a taste for 
She-Males 15 years before when he was in the navy 
and stationed in Italy. They came into shore one day 
and saw all these pretty girls lined up to greet them. 
There was one with a really deep voice that turned his 
crank. 

She-Males, as lovely Pageant hostess Amanda 
Taylor adamantly points out, are not transvestites or 
cross dressers or transsexuals (people living as the 
opposite gender, but may get a sex change.) “She-
Males live any fuckin’ way they want,” Amanda tells 
the crowd of mostly family, friends and middle-aged 
guys like Vince. 
 
Most importantly, She-Males live as women, but keep 
their penises. “I couldn’t believe a person can be so 
beautiful and have a penis,” Vince explains of his 
fascination. He’s never been with a She-Male and 
doesn’t see himself as gay.

Like most beauty pageants, the night was divided into 
categories: bathing suit, evening gown and interview. 
The talent portion was replaced by “fashion shoot” in 
which each of the six contestants recreated a mock 
photo shoot on stage driving home the point that this 
was more about image, than talent.

Donna presented her “Fashion Shoot” in a beautiful 
red Chinese-patterned full-length satin coat, matching 
corset and pants. Donna looked good, if a little 
broad-shouldered. And in those tight satin pants, 
you couldn’t help but wonder what she does with the 
equipment. There was certainly no sign of it. One 
of Donna’s straight male dancers later joined his 
girlfriend at our table said there was a lot of duct tape 
around backstage.
 
Cassandra came out in a Zebra bikini fl anked by hot 
dancers in leopard print shorts. Her very suburban-
looking mom and dad sitting at a table right in front 
of the stage and had refused to talk earlier, clapped 
politely and you had to give them credit for being 
there. It’s gotta be tough to watch your son come 
out on stage in full wedding garb, then have his 
lovely “groom” (a woman in male drag) “unveil” her. 
Especially when her nipple pops right out.
Ever the lady, Casssandra discreetly tucked her 
ample boobie back in and did what every other happy 

bride does, turned around in her corset and stockings, 
bent over giving the crowd good look at her very 
fi ne ass, and tossed the bouquet. “Nice ass!” my 
straight male companion commented. We wondered if 
some of them had been surgically enhanced, in fact, 
everything about these gals seemed enhanced. 

As Lola, another Latino and one of the favourites of 
the evening, said through her male translator when 
interviewed about whether She-Males should use the 
men’s or women’s bathroom, “I am a Super-Mujero.” 

They really were uber-babes. These gals had no 
cellulite. And they defi nitely had better legs and 
fi rmer breasts that most women I know. They had no 
tummies or hips either. Frankly, it was a little weird.
When Jenny came out for her fashion shoot and went 
from good girl in white chiffon to naughty school girl 

to “Pretty Woman” hooker, the thought occurred that 
they get to play with all the female stereotypes of 
being sexy without the baggage. 

Talking to Flare, a Drag King and one of the pageant 
judges, about this she offered a different perspective. 
“As uber-females, they get a lot of attention this way. 
It makes them feel powerful,” Flare says. “I applaud 
anyone who breaks down gender lines and reinforces 
the idea that there are not two sexes.”

Still, isn’t it odd to that She-Males rarely go for a 
dressed down, girl-next-door or even a butchy dyke 
look on stage. It’s always an over-the-top turbo-
charged female look. “Maybe in 25 years, we’ll see 
she-males on stage in pants and a t-shirt,” Flare 
consoles me. Maybe. For now, Lola, the “Super-
Mujero” who was crowned Beauty Queen of the night 
still sets the She-Male standard. 

Looking for your stories!
Working on her sixth book, a sex guide for couples 
with no time on their hands, Josey’s looking for 
personal (not embarrassing) stories. If you have 
funny, serious or touching anecdotes or stories in any 
of these categories, please send them to: letters@
joseyvogels.com. Names and identities will be 
changed upon request. 

my mEssy 
BEdRoom
my mEssy 
BEdRoom

Ru Paul sans make-up

Ru Paul avec glamour

BeAuTY Queens 
A shE-mAlE BEAUTy qUEEN
Josey vogLes
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xx WoMen’s FiLM FesTivAL
FRom ThE ARTs & CUlTURE CENTRE 
photographer: Karis DraKe

FAshioNsNAPs!



(709) 738 - 5293

steve driscoll Art exhibition
Bianca’s (Water st.)
november 20, 2009

5 to 8pm


